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“MOHAMMED AND THE RISE OF ISLAM”
BY »

David Samuel Margoliouth
(1905)

Note.—1I have very carefully scanned- the 'pages _of ‘o
Margoliouth’s book on our Holy Prophet Mohammed ‘
(s.a.w.) but have not found a single chapter or part of
a chapter in. which he has not masade an ‘attempt to give

. a false colouring of his own to the facts of the Prophet’s

tife.

Therefore, the following extracts - from Professor
David Samuel Margoliouth,. gne of ‘Mohammed’s mo-t
vicious_critics, is of great value as rebuttal of the views,
of other equally vicious critics of Islam and its Pro- -

phet:~ . SR
MOHAMMED'S MARRIAGES T e

; “Mohammed’s numerous marriages after Khadijah’s’
‘death have been attributed by many - European writers ‘
to gross passion, but they would seem to _have hbeen
mainly dictated by motives of less coarse kind, Several
of his alliances were political in character, the Prophet
being anxious to bind his chief followers moré and more s
closely to himself. This was .doubtless his object - in

. marrying the daughfers of Abu-Bakr and. “Omar; while

a political motive of a different sort is-to be found in his
alliances' with. the daughters of political opponents or \

. 'fallen enemics. Victory over an enemy would seem to

~ have heen consummated only when the enemy’s daughter -

was introduced into the conqueror®s harem, The remainder

S are to be explained by his ‘extreme anxiety to have a son,”L C

THE: SUCCESSFUL TERMINATION OF
MOHAMMED’S WORK - . v

.~ “His political work was not left half-finished at his

- death; he had founded an empire with a religious and a~
political capital; he had made a nation of a loose agglo--

" meration of tribes.. He had given them a rallying-point in. - |°

~




0%
their common religion, and therein discovered a bond more

- permanent than a dynasty., The old faiths which had
survived so long in secluded Arabia had been given their

" death-blow.”2

MOHAMMED'S HUMANITY

“His humanity extended itself to the lower creation:
He forbade the employment of living birds as targets for .
marksmen and remonstrated with  those who ill-treated
their camels. ..,.. Foolish'acts of cruelty which were con-
nected with old superstitions were sweptaway by him, ...
No more was a dead man’s camzl to be tied to his tomb
to perish of thirstand hunger, No more was the evil eye
to be pr‘op‘itiated by th: bleeding of a certain proportion -
of the herd. No more was the rain to be'conjured by tying
burning torches to th: tails.of oxen;,...,., The manes and
tails of horses were not to bs cut «+.-.. IOr WwWere asses- to
be branded,”3 _ !

1. "‘MOHAMMED&;AND T‘-HE RISE OF ISLAM” by.
.. David Samuc-l Margolibuth, 1905, pages 176-77.
2. Ibid. pp. 471-72. '

PO

3. Ibid,
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