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Cbapter One

ONE Dropr orF BLooOD

S ome years ago [ traveled to central Africa, to Kinshasa,
the capital city of Zaire. Upon arrival, I found myself in
the middle of a mighty visitation of God. It was none of my
doing. I had left home in the midst of a tremendous family cri-
sis. Bonnie, my wife, had just delivered a son prematurely
after a difficult and troubled pregnancy. At birth, Aaron
weighed only one and a half pounds, and soon after, dropped
to one pound, three ounces. The doctors offered little hope for
his survival.

I had a long-standing commitment to proclaim the gospel
in Zaire, but with Aaron’s life hanging in the balance, I was
torn. Bonnie said to me, “Honey, your place is out there. God
will take care of us.” After anointing Aaron with oil, I com-
mitted him and Bonnie to the Lord’s care, and departed for
Africa. It looked as though I would never see my precious son
again.'

Because 1 was so preoccupied with matters at home, I
never expected the major revival that visited Zaire as a result
of my evangelistic meetings. Hundreds of miracles occurred

1. God miraculously healed Aaron while I was in Zaire, and today he is a
robust and healthy young man. Isn’t God great!
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every night. Never in my wildest imagination had I dreamed
that I would ever see with my own eyes some of the marvelous
things I witnessed that week.

People bound in chains just like the Gadarene demoniac
(see Mark 5:1-17) were running around crying, struggling,
and trying to attack those around them. Then, as the power of
God hit them, they fell to the ground and got up completely
delivered of their demons. I saw eyesight given to people who
were born blind. Night after night I saw miracle after miracle
as thousands of Africans came forward and placed their faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The crowds grew in size every night until, by Friday,
attendance exceeded 130,000. That night, the local pastors
who had been working with me said, “Brother Mahesh, this is
a week night; the main crowds will come on the weekend.”

I said, “What do you mean the ‘main crowds’? I’'m happy
with this one!”

Confronting the Sorcerers

‘ s ) hen I got up the next day, I heard the Lord say to me,
“Tonight you will do a mass deliverance service.”

“But Lord,” I protested, “tonight is when the biggest
crowd will be coming!” I still remembered the time when
Brother Derek Prince and I had held a mass deliverance ser-
vice for 10,000 people. In that part of Africa, strongholds of
witchcraft were so powerful that when we took authority in the
name of Jesus, a couple hundred people fell down and started
writhing like snakes and coming toward us. God miraculously
delivered them. Now, years later, here I was with a crowd more
than ten times larger.
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The Lord told me again, “Tonight you will do a mass
deliverance service.”

“Lord,” I replied, “if I do that, thousands of demons will
manifest and we will be out of control!” I was all alone, with
no trained staff to help me. A few local pastors were assisting
me, but they were not trained in deliverance ministry.

I asked, “How can You do this, Lord? I’m all alone.”

He answered, “Tonight, hundreds of sorcerers will come
and confront you.”

This wasn’t getting any better. I felt like saying, “Thanks
a lot! I wish You had never told me!”

You have to understand that these African sorcerers are
not the type who just play with Ouija boards or give astrolog-
ical signs to people. They are the kind of sorcerers who place
curses on people, and those people actually die. According to
some, these sorcerers can supposedly change forms at night,
and they are known to eat human flesh regularly. Far beyond
your “garden-variety” sorcerer, these necromancers are com-
pletely devoted to the forces of evil and darkness. Because
they have given themselves over to satan, they possess demonic
powers.

And now hundreds of them were going to confront me?
Again I tried to reason with God. “Lord, I’'m all alone here,
and You really want me to hold a deliverance service to cast
demons out of thousands of people?”

The Lord said, “This night I am sending you to break the
yoke of witchcraft over this nation.”

“But Lord,” I pleaded, “I’m all alone!”

What I heard next sealed it for me. God really spoke to
my heart. His presence was so close that I heard Him almost
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as an audible voice. “You are not alone, for I am your helper.
Tonight I will give you a revelation of My blood.”

That evening, approximately 800 sorcerers from all over
that region of Africa were among the tens of thousands gath-
ered in that place. One sorcerer alone was enough to strike
fear into an entire village. Over the past several days, these
shamans had seen thousands of people come to Christ. Now,
angry because I had taken business away from them, they had
come together to oppose my ministry. Although scattered
throughout the crowd, they were easy enough to identify. Their
bone necklaces and strange manner of dress set them apart
from everybody else.

The local African pastors came to me in fear and said,
“These sorcerers are putting their curses upon us and upon the
service! What should we do?”

“Let them do it,” I replied.

It is very difficult to describe, but as I began that night, |
realized that I had walked into a highly-charged spiritual
atmosphere. It was almost as though I could see the blood of
Jesus Christ all around me. As I stood up to speak, something
exploded inside me, and I said, “I know you are out there, all
you sorcerers, and [ want you to know that I am not afraid of
you. Not one person here tonight needs to be afraid of the
powers of darkness. Listen to me, sorcerers. I am not afraid of
you, and I am not afraid of your demons. Tonight, God has
shown me that one drop of the blood of Jesus Christ can
destroy the kingdom of satan!”

Mass Deliverance

As the Lord had promised, it was a true revelation for me.
That night we bound the powers of darkness, and God

10
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brought a mighty deliverance. I said, “In the name of Jesus, I
bind you demon spirits who have oppressed this people for cen-
turies. [ break that yoke of witchcraft; I release this people.”

Even as I prayed, thousands of demons began manifest-
ing. People fell to the ground. Sick bodies were healed, and
blind eyes were opened. Many people who were involved in
witchcraft renounced their sorcery. In addition to the miracu-
lous physical healings, masses of people were transformed
spiritually by the power of the blood of Jesus. The sorcerers’
powers were bound. At one point, the local pastors rushed up
to me excitedly and said, “Brother Mahesh, we believe that as
many as 25,000 people have given their lives to Jesus Christ
tonight!”

Here is the amazing thing. | had done deliverance servic-
es before, and it was very common for demons to wail out and
cause quite a commotion when we commanded them to leave.
On this occasion, I was looking out over a crowd of around
150,000 people, and I was afraid of things getting really
strange and out of control. After a little while, when I sensed
that the Holy Spirit had done what He was going to do, I said,
“In the power of the name of Jesus and through His blood, I
command you to stop.” The entire place became absolutely
quiet. I had never seen anything like it: 150,000 people gath-
ered in one place, and complete silence.

The Lord taught me two lessons that night: there is power
in the blood of Jesus Christ, and every demon has to bow when
we walk in the revelation of that blood.

We Need the Revelation of the Blood

Africa is not unique. All over the world, in every nation,
culture, and people group, millions of people stand in

11
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need of a deliverance that only the blood of Jesus Christ can
bring. Even within the Body of Christ itself—the church—
many believers are in spiritual bondage through sin and igno-
rance and need deliverance. In many cases, they have never
been taught the power of the blood of Jesus to bring them the
healing they need. Our Lord’s purpose is for us, His people, to
bring salvation, healing, and deliverance to the nations. How
can we do that if we need to be delivered ourselves?

Our world has entered a very special and prophetic time
in history. God is always at work, but what is He doing right
now? How do we catch the pulse of God’s heart for today? In
order to get a sense of what God is doing in His people, the
church, we need to see what He is doing in the Jews and the
nation of Israel.

At the same time that God established the modern nation
of Israel in 1948, He also released a season of powerful and
significant evangelistic and healing ministries unparalleled in
history. Churches grew up by the thousands as people like
Billy Graham, T. L. Osborn, William Brenham, Gordon Lind-
sey, Oral Roberts, Kathryn Kuhlman, and others boldly pro-
claimed the gospel of Jesus Christ with power on a national
and international scale never before seen.

In recent years we have witnessed a mass exodus of Jews
from around the globe—but especially Russia—to Israel. Not
since the biblical exodus of Moses’ day has the world seen
such a migration of God’s covenant people back to their home-
land. In many cases, as with Russia, they were fleeing perse-
cution. As it was in ancient times, anti-Semitism is alive and
well in our world. Even as hatred and anti-Jewish prejudice are
on the rise, God is delivering His covenant people and bring-
ing them home in increasing numbers.

12



ONE DroPr orF BrLoobp

Today we are eyewitnesses to the fulfillment of the
Lord’s promise in Jeremiah and Ezekiel:

In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the
house of Israel, and they shall come together out of
the land of the north to the land that I have given for
an inheritance unto your fathers (Jeremiah 3:18).

Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God; Although I
have cast them far off among the heathen, and
although I have scattered them among the coun-
tries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the
countries where they shall come. Therefore say,
Thus saith the Lord God; I will gather you from the
people, and assemble you out of the countries where
ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land

of Israel (Ezekiel 11:16-17).

God is fulfilling His Word before our very eyes. No mat-
ter how powerful the forces of evil and darkness appear, God
is in charge of history. He always has been.

In this present generation, the Lord wants to impregnate
us with a deep sense of who we are as His people. This is not
a time to circle the wagons; we should be in “attack mode.”
This is the hour where we should run toward the enemy, pull
down his strongholds, and take back the nations. One drop of
the blood of Jesus is all it takes to destroy satan’s kingdom,
and God wants us to receive His revelation of that blood.

He calls each of us to stand as points of contact not only
for ourselves, but also for all we represent: our family mem-
bers, especially those who are unsaved, our schools, and our
businesses and places of employment. The Lord wants us to
stand in His anointing and in this revelation of the blood of

13
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Jesus Christ. He wants us to walk in it and take it with us
wherever we go.

Delivered by the Blood

T he ancient nation of Israel had a revelation of the blood
of Jesus, and it brought them deliverance. As descen-
dants of Abraham, who had received God’s promise that he
would be the father of a great nation, the Israelites were God’s
chosen people. They were heirs to all the promises God had
given Abraham. Nevertheless, in spite of those promises, they
spent 450 years as slaves in Egypt before the Lord sent Moses
to deliver them.

By the time Moses arrived on the scene, life for the
Israelites was in a deplorable state. During their long, hard
years of slavery, the Israelites could hardly avoid being influ-
enced by the false religion of the Egyptians. Many Israelites
had gone so far as to begin worshiping the gods of Egypt. The
brutal, grueling nature of their slave labor undoubtedly result-
ed in many crippling injuries such as loss of an eye; crushed
fingers, toes, or limbs; and amputations. They were malnour-
ished, suffered continually under cruel Egyptian taskmasters,
and lived in abject poverty with very little they could call their
own. As slaves, they did not even own themselves.

Then the Lord stepped in and said, “I’m going to deliver
you.” Through Moses, God instructed the people to slaughter
a lamb on the 14th day of the month and spread its blood on
the lintels and doorposts of their houses. Why did God give
such a strange command? What did it mean? The Lord was
about to let loose the destroyer in the land of Egypt, and He
wanted His people to be protected:

14
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For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night,

and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,

both man and beast; and against all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. And

the blood shall be to you a token upon the houses

where ye are: and when [ see the blood, I will pass

over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to

destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt (Exodus

12:12-13).

That night, every firstborn in Egypt died, whether of man
or beast. It was different with the Israelites. Whenever the
destroyer saw the lamb’s blood on the doorposts and lintels of
an Israelite home, he passed over that house and did not bring
death or harm to anyone inside.

Deliverance came swiftly. Even before that terrible night
was over, Pharaoh summoned Moses and told him to take the
Israelites and leave Egypt. Overnight, as many as four million
people were set free. They did not leave empty-handed. God
gave the Israelites favor in the eyes of the Egyptian people,
who showered them with articles of gold and silver, as well as
fine clothing. In this way, the Israelites “plundered” the Egyp-
tians (see Exodus 12:36).

Through the blood, the Israelites received not only deliv-
erance, but also healing. What about all the crippled and dis-
ease-wracked people among the Israelites? How could they
possibly hope to keep up during a hasty departure?

They did not have to. God healed them. Psalm 105:37
says, “He brought them forth with silver and gold: and there
was not one feeble person among their tribes.” When God deliv-
ered His people from slavery in Egypt, He delivered them com-
pletely. Not only did He bring them out of the pagan

15
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environment so they could worship Him exclusively, He also
healed their infirmities so they could serve Him with whole,
healthy bodies.

In one night, the Israelites experienced instant redemp-
tion from slavery. Because of the Passover blood, they were
totally delivered from the oppressions of Egypt. The blood of
the lamb that the Israelites smeared on their doorposts was a
type and a shadow of the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, who
would later die on a cross to take away the sin of the world. By
smearing the blood around their doors, they were looking
ahead in faith to the blood of the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Israel left Egypt as a new and blessed nation, with abun-
dant provision and wealth. A short time later in the wilderness
of Sinai, they constructed the tabernacle and established the
priesthood and the rituals for their worship. One of these rituals
was the regular offering of blood for the sins of the people.
Animal sacrifices were offered up daily, but every year on the
Day of Atonement, the high priest entered the tabernacle and
passed into the Holy of Holies, where the ark of the covenant
was kept. There he made a special offering, sprinkling the blood
of the lamb on the mercy seat to atone for the people’s sins.

Leviticus chapter 16:14 says that the high priest sprin-
kled the blood seven times when making atonement for the
people. Atonement means the “reconciliation of or restoration
of fellowship.” The blood of the sacrifice symbolically removed
the barrier that sin had erected between God and His people.
Through atonement, God could bless them, protect them, and
keep them in good health, so that none of the diseases of Egypt
would fall on them.

The people of Israel had to offer sacrifices over and over
because the blood of an innocent animal could not take away

16
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their sin. Over the centuries, millions of lambs, goats, and
rams were sacrificed as blood, guilt, and atonement offerings.
All of these were only a foreshadowing of the sacrifice to
come years later when Jesus gave His life on the cross.

As long as the Israelites obeyed God’s covenant, they
were a blessed people who walked in total victory. Even so,
they had merely the shadow, while we have the reality. The
shadow was the blood of animals, while the reality is the blood
of Jesus that takes away the sin of the world. When the high
priest on the Day of Atonement sprinkled the lamb’s blood
seven times on the mercy seat, he was looking ahead to the
seven-fold offering of the blood of Jesus Christ.

Seven Ways Jesus Gave His Blood

The gospel of Jesus Christ is a message of blood; the
blood of the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of
the world. Satan and his demons hate this message about the
blood of Jesus because it means their destruction. They quake
at the very mention of Jesus’ blood. Humanists and legalistic
religionists also hate the message of the blood. To them, the
idea that right-standing with God comes through Jesus’ blood
rather than by human effort is foolish and distasteful.

Nevertheless, there is no other way. Hebrews 9:22 says,
“And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and
without shedding of blood there is no remission.” In the words
of the an old gospel hymn, “What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. What can make me whole
again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”

In studying the Scriptures, we find that the Bible men-
tions seven different ways that Jesus spilled His blood as He
offered up His life as a sin sacrifice on our behalf:

17
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He sweated drops of blood. “And being in agony He
prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great
drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Luke 22:44).

He bled from beatings to His face. “And when they had
blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face, and asked
Him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote Thee?” (Luke
22:64) A Spanish translation gives the idea that Jesus’
face was almost like hamburger meat.

He bled from having His beard ripped out. “1 gave My
back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those
who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from
shame and spitting” (Isaiah 50:6).

He bled from a brutal scourging. “Then he released
Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he
delivered Him to be crucified” (Matthew 27:26). Jesus
was flogged across His back, His sides, and even His
abdomen with a multi-tipped whip with sharp pieces of
metal and bone interlaced in the tips. A flogging with this
device laid flesh open to the bone.

He bled from a crown of thorns crushed onto His head.
“And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it
upon His head” (Matthew 27:29a).

He bled from nails driven through His hands and feet.
“And when they were come to the place, which is called
Calvary, there they crucified Him” (Luke 23:33a).

He bled from a Roman spear piercing His side. “But one
of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forth-
with came there out blood and water” (John 19:34).

One of the most glorious and powerful statements in the

New Testament is found in John 1:29 where John the Baptist

18



ONE DroPr orF BrLoobp

says of Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world.” It is such a simple, yet deeply profound,
truth. What it means is that anyone in the world who will, can
say, “Lord Jesus, please save me,” and His blood will cleanse
them of their sin.

I believe there is significance in the fact that Jesus shed
His blood seven ways. In the Bible, numbers often represent
qualities or conditions. The number seven stands for perfec-
tion or completeness, the sense of being full or satisfied. From
that perspective, the seven-fold way that Jesus spilled His
blood means that His was the perfect and complete sacrifice
for sin that fully satisfies God’s holy wrath.

There are many instances of “seven” in the Bible. God
gave Abraham a seven-fold blessing:

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall
all families of the earth be blessed (Genesis 12:2-3).

How did God fulfill His seven-fold blessing to Abraham?
Through the seven-fold shedding of the blood of Christ, His
Son.

God created all things in six days and rested on the sev-
enth day. The Book of Revelation speaks of the “seven Spirits
of God.” In the Word of God, seven always stands for perfec-
tion. Ultimately, I believe, God is pointing us to the perfection
of the seven-fold shedding of Jesus’ blood. His blood makes us
whole and complete. Nothing else is needed for our provision,
our healing, or our welfare. The blood of Jesus has done it all.
His blood covers us.

19
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Overcoming Through the Blood

I am convinced that one of the major reasons so many of us
live defeated lives as Christians is because we have never
learned to apply the blood of Jesus to our circumstances to
bring healing and wholeness. The blood of Christ has the abil-
ity to speak and intercede on our behalf before the Father, but
so often we do not take advantage of that benefit, either out of
ignorance or unbelief.

Hebrews 12:24 refers to “Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better
things than that of Abel.” Jesus mediated the new covenant
with His blood. According to Genesis 4:10, the voice of Abel’s
blood cried out to God, exposing Cain’s sin of murder. Jesus’
blood speaks even better than Abel’s. The blood of Jesus speaks
on our behalf, covering our sin and declaring us righteous—in
right standing—before God.

Whenever I speak to congregations or audiences of any
size, I rarely have to shout because I have the benefit of a
good electronic sound system. In some parts of Africa, we
rented giant public address systems where I could whisper
and still be heard by 100,000 people or more. My voice was
amplified. In the same way, when we pray and call on the
name of the Lord—when we say “the blood of Jesus”—our
prayers are amplified millions and millions of times, until the
demons tremble. There is power in the blood of Jesus—power
to move heaven and earth on our behalf in fulfillment of God’s
purposes.

Through the blood of Jesus we are a redeemed people.
This means that Jesus bought us for salvation with His blood.
Through the blood of Jesus we are a justified people. “Justi-
fied” is a legal term that means we have been declared “not

20
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guilty.” Jesus took our sin and guilt so that we could be par-
doned, just as if we had never sinned. Through the blood of
Jesus we are a sanctified people. In other words, now that we
are redeemed and justified, we are set apart as God’s special
people to love Him, live for Him, and bring Him glory.

Through the blood of Jesus we have access to the holy pres-
ence of God. Hebrews 10:19 says that we can have “boldness to
enter the holiest by the blood of Jesus.” Access to the presence
of God means that all of His resources and provisions are
available to us. Without the blood of Jesus, we have no access.
We are powerless, destitute, and separated from God because
of our sins. The blood of Jesus covers our sin, clothes us in
Christ’s righteousness, and brings us into close fellowship
with the Father. In His presence we find grace, peace, and the
power to overcome the enemy.

Neither satan nor any of his demonic minions can stand
against the power of the blood of Jesus. When we are covered
by His blood, the enemy cannot hurt us.

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of His Christ: for the accus-
er of our brethren is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night. And they overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto
the death” (Revelation 12:10-11).

Satan is the “accuser of our brethren” who “is cast
down.” “They” in verse 11 refers to “our brethren,” meaning
all who have trusted in Christ as Lord and Savior. That
includes you and me. We have overcome our accuser by “the
blood of the Lamb,” and by “the word of [our] testimony.”

21
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Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world. When we stand covered by the blood of Jesus, the devil
has no grounds for accusing us anymore. When he tries to
throw our sinfulness and failures in our faces, we can testify,
“The blood of Jesus covers me and has washed away my sins.
I now stand clothed in His righteousness, clean and pure
before God, just as if [ had never sinned.”

Our sin is the only basis satan has for accusing us. Once
our sin is removed by the blood of Jesus, the devil loses any
hold he had on our lives. The only power satan has over us as
believers is the power we allow him to have. Sin, disobedi-
ence, rebellion, and unbelief on our part open the door that
allows the devil to get a foothold in our hearts and minds. We
can overcome him by the blood of Jesus, but we must be walk-
ing in faith and obedience.

As Christians, we are destined to overcome. Victory is
the only outcome because we overcome with the blood of Jesus
Christ. By faith, we sprinkle His blood that overcomes, and
the demons tremble. Because of the blood of Christ, we can
overcome adultery, homosexuality, spiritual darkness, disease,
divorce, drug addiction, alcohol addiction—anything that
tempts us or threatens to destroy our lives or the lives of those
we love. We can overcome all things through the blood of
Jesus. One drop of His blood can destroy satan’s kingdom.

Delivered from the Oppression of Perversion

In 1973 1 was a young pastor in Texas just beginning to get
a good handle on the truths about principalities, powers,
the reality of demons, and the power of the blood of Jesus.
One day the phone rang. Two Pentecostal pastors were on the
line. “Brother Mahesh,” they began, “we’re in trouble.”

22
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“What’s the problem?”

“We were counseling a young man who is a homosexual,
when suddenly he spoke to us in a very strange voice, saying
that he wanted to have fellowship with us. We can sense the
evil here, and we are afraid.”

“You are men of God,” I replied. “What are you afraid of?”

They simply said, “Please, Brother Mahesh, we need
your help.”

“All right; I will come over.”

When I arrived at their church, I found them hiding in
one of the rooms. “What are you doing in here?” I asked.

“We are afraid because the demons were speaking to us.”
“Well,” I said, “speak back! Talk to them!”
They said, “Please, will you do it?”

The moment I entered the room where the young man
was, | could feel the powers of darkness there. A demon had
manifested in this man, and it was a strong one. I found out
that the man had been a homosexual for about 18 years. All
that time something inside had driven him with a sexual
hunger for other men. As soon as I looked at this young man,
I saw something looking back at me, something in his eyes
that was not him. A different personality was present, an evil
and demonic personality.

He said to me, “They asked you to come. I know they
did. Come on, I want to have fellowship with you.” The man
had been around Christians enough to know some of the
terms, such as “fellowship,” but was using them in evil and
distorted ways. It was actually the demon speaking to me.

23
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“All right,” I replied. “If you want to fellowship with me,
that’s fine. The Bible says, ‘If we walk in the light as He is in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” Do you want
to fellowship with me? Then say, ‘the blood of Jesus.” Come
on, say it right now.”

The man started moaning and writhing, and his fingers,
hands, and ankles started twisting and contorting unnaturally.
I could actually hear his joints and knuckles crackling.

“Stop that!” I said. “I don’t want that demonstration right
now. Say, “ ‘the blood of Jesus.”

He babbled incoherently for a few moments, and then
suddenly the demon departed, screaming. It could not stand up
to the power of the blood of Jesus. Even the mention of the
blood was enough to send it packing.

A few years later, I returned to Texas, and this same man
made an appointment to see me. He said, “Brother Mahesh, do
you remember that I was a homosexual for 18 years?”

“Yes.”

“Well, I have a surprise for you.” He then introduced me
to a beautiful young woman. Smiling, he said, “This is my
lovely wife, and we have been married for five years. When
you prayed for me that day, that demon of homosexuality left
me, and I have been clean ever since. | was totally delivered.”

This man was delivered by the power of the blood of
Jesus. One drop of Jesus’ blood can destroy the kingdom of
satan. None of his works or schemes can stand against the
blood of the Lamb of God. His blood works on our behalf.
Through His blood we are delivered and protected from all
the schemes of the enemy. With the blood of Jesus, we are a
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victorious army of God, marching to tear down the strongholds
of the enemy: addiction, homosexuality, pornography, lust, fear,
pride, hatred, prejudice, or whatever else they might be. We can
overcome them all through the blood of the Lamb and the word
of our testimony. One drop of Jesus’ blood is all it takes.
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C hapter Two

PassoveEr BLooD

T wo thousand years ago the Son of God came to earth to
redeem the sons of men. Jesus Christ died a criminal’s
death to buy our freedom from the bondage of sin. He pur-
chased our release at the price of His own blood.

Without the blood of Jesus we have no hope. Without the
blood of Jesus we have no purpose or direction for our lives.
Just look around. Everywhere we turn people are stumbling
aimlessly and hopelessly through life, full of despair and over -
whelmed with a deep sense of futility. These folks have never
discovered the power of the blood of Jesus to cleanse their sin
and give their lives meaning and purpose.

Nothing less than the blood of Jesus will suffice. The
Bible says that sin has corrupted the entire human race, begin-
ning with Adam and Eve. Only something incorruptible can
redeem the corruptible. Only that which is untainted by sin
can redeem the sinful. No treasure on earth can fill the bill.
Our redemption can come only from heaven.

This is the point Peter was trying to make when he wrote:

And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of
persons judgeth according to every man’s work,
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pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: Foras-
much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers;
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:17-19).

Peter described the lives of people without Christ as
“vain conversation.” We, on the other hand, through our faith
in Christ, have been redeemed from an aimless existence. Now
we have a destiny calling and a calling destiny on our lives.
Our redemption came at great cost. Silver and gold were not
enough; they were of the earth and therefore corruptible.
Nothing less than the “precious blood of Christ”—a treasure
more priceless than any on earth—could pay our redemption
price. As “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29), Jesus Christ was the perfect sacrifice,
“without blemish and without spot.” (1 Pet. 1:19). His incor-
ruptible blood alone possessed the power to redeem us.

Our salvation—our right standing with God—was
bought with the precious blood of Christ. No greater ransom
has ever been paid to buy someone’s freedom. The Bible only
calls a few things ‘precious’, and the blood of Jesus is one of
them. His blood is precious, powerful, and awesome, and it
has a voice that cries out on our behalf.

Even as the voice of Abel’s blood cried out to God for
justice, the voice of Jesus’ blood cries out for us, saying,
“Mercy, mercy, mercy.” With that cry, the mercy and blessing
of God fall on us, the blood of Jesus covers us, and the enemy
cannot destroy us.

In Revelation 5:6, John describes a scene in heaven
where he sees “a Lamb as it had been slain,” yet is alive. This
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implies a freshly slain lamb, and therefore fresh blood. The
blood of Jesus never dries up; it is always fresh. In the realm
of the Spirit, His blood still speaks blessing today as it did
2,000 years ago. His blood continually speaks for us in the
heavenlies. It cries out for our families, for our sons and
daughters. It cries out for our nation. Jesus’ blood cries out for
all lost souls that they may come to know Him.

The blood that washed believers in the early church still
washes us today. Two thousand years ago, Jesus took our sin,
pain, and sickness with Him to the cross. His blood covered us
so that we could live. Jesus Christ is our Passover Lamb.

A Battle of the Wills*

Passover, or Pesach, is the chief festival of the Jews,
around which their entire system of faith and practice is
built. Religious Jews date the national and spiritual birth of
Israel to the time of the exodus, when Moses led the Israelites
out of slavery in Egypt. Passover was the climax to a season of
signs and wonders that God performed in Egypt to “persuade”
Pharaoh to let his Hebrew slaves go. After the first Passover,
the Egyptian ruler was so eager to get rid of the Israelites that
he practically drove them from the land.

Here’s how it happened. Moses went to Pharaoh and said,
“The Lord says, ‘Let My people go!” ”

Pharaoh said, “No. Who is the Lord that I should let the
Hebrews go? I won’t do it.”

2. Some information in this section regarding the plagues and Egyptian the-
ology was taken from the following book: Robin Sampson, Robin and
Linda Pierce,4 Family Guide to the Biblical Holidays, (Heart of Wisdom
Publishing, 2001), pp. 113-115.
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God then sent on Egypt a series of 10 signs, each one
more severe than the one before. This was His way of saying
to the Egyptians, “Hello! I’'m here. Don’t mess with Me. You
had better take Me seriously!”

Many Old Testament scholars agree that the 10 signs
together attacked the entire religious and theological structure
of Egyptian society. God’s purpose here was not only to free
His people from slavery, but to show the Egyptians that He
was the one true God and mightier than all the so-called gods
of Egypt. The 10 signs demonstrated clearly that God was the
sovereign Lord of history, creation, and mankind. To the
Egyptians, divine presence and the natural world were insepa-
rably bound. Their religious beliefs were shaped by four fun-
damental views.

First of all, Pharaoh himself was a god in the eyes of his
people. Second, the Egyptians worshiped the Nile River. They
depended on its annual flooding to irrigate their crops and
ensure a good harvest. Third, the Egyptians held all animal life
in great religious awe. To them, all animals symbolized the
divine. Finally, they worshiped the sun. Chief among all the
deities of Egypt was the sun god, Amun-Re.

Each of the 10 signs attacked one of these views to show
that the God of Israel was sovereign. Pharaoh’s defeat in his
battle of the wills with the Lord struck a severe blow to the
belief that he was a god. The first of the 10 signs—turning the
waters of the Nile to blood—revealed that the river was not
divine. God controlled the river and its waters. Even so,
Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go.

The Egyptian religious awe for animals was stretched to
the limit. In the second sign, God sent frogs—millions of
them—to infest the land. They were everywhere! Frogs repre-
sented the fertility god, Isis. The Egyptians could not walk or
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sit anywhere without crunching frogs. They would climb into
bed and there they were: hundreds of hoppers all croaking
“ribbit” in unison. They had frog legs, frog omelets, frog frit-
ters, fried frogs—you name it—until frogs were coming out of
their ears! Then, all of a sudden, the frogs died. The frogs that
symbolized life to the Egyptians died by the millions. Heaps
of dead frogs under the hot desert sun—whew! What a smell!

Did it work? No. Pharaoh still would not listen to God.
So the Lord sent plagues of lice (representing Seth, the Egypt-
ian god of the earth), and flies (symbolizing Baal-zebub, the
“lord of the flies” and the god of Ekron). Try to imagine the
maddening itch of lice everywhere on your body and in your
clothes! Then, tiny stinging insects or biting flies that torment
you wherever you go, getting into your ears, eyes, and mouth
and under your clothes, swarming onto your food, settling into
your water, and laying eggs everywhere!

Still Pharaoh would not budge. God then sent a disease
that killed the Egyptians’ cattle. The Egyptians believed that
all animals were possessed by the spirits of the gods. The bull
was especially sacred to them, and was linked to their god
Apis. Only cattle belonging to the Egyptians were affected.
The cattle of the Israelites remained healthy.

The next two plagues demonstrated God’s sovereignty
over nature. Boils broke out from head to foot on the Egyp-
tians (but not the Hebrews). Body sores were considered a
punishment for sin. Then, hail mixed with fire fell and killed
both man and beast. Again, only the Egyptians were afflicted.
The plagues of boils and hail were direct attacks on the sor-
cerers and shamans of Egypt who were believed to control
physical healing, agriculture, and the weather.
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By this time, everyone in Egypt except Pharaoh was
ready to let the Israelites go. The Bible says that God hardened
Pharaoh’s heart. Despite everything that had happened,
Pharaoh obstinately refused to give in.

Just when the Egyptians thought it couldn’t get any
worse, God sent millions upon millions of locusts to strip the
land bare of any remaining plant life. With this sign, the Lord
undeniably devastated the power of the Egyptian gods and
shamans of agriculture.

Amun-Re, the sun god, did not escape either. In the ninth
sign, God covered Egypt with a deep darkness for three days,
proving that Amun-Re was no god at all.

The First Passover

T hrough all of this, Pharaoh stubbornly refused to release
the Israelites. Several times he promised to do so, and
then changed his mind after the latest plague went away. Final-
ly, God sent the tenth and most severe sign of all—the death
angel—to move through the land of Egypt, taking the life of
every firstborn, whether of man or animal.

This plague struck the decisive blow against Egyptian
religion. The Egyptians believed that each night the sun fought
and defeated the snake, Apophis, who symbolized the dark-
ness. In that way, day came anew after each night. They also
believed Pharaoh to be the incarnation of the sun. Three full
days of darkness followed by death striking the firstborn at
midnight proved Pharaoh’s impotence as a deity and the falla-
cy of the entire system of Egyptian theology.

3. Honeycutt, Roy L., The Broadman Bible Commentary, Volume 1 (Revised),
(Nashville: Broadman Press, 1973), p. 347.
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To protect His chosen people from this final plague, God
made provision for their deliverance:

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and
said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb
according to your families, and kill the passover
lamb. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip

it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lin-

tel and the two side posts with the blood that is in

the basin, and none of you shall go out at the door

of his house until the morning. For the LORD will

pass through to smite the Egyptians, and when He

seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side
posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will

not allow the destroyer to come in unto your houses

to smite you. And ye shall observe this thing for an

ordinance to thee and to thy sons forever (Exodus

12:21-24).

By spreading lamb’s blood on the lintels and doorposts of
their houses and then remaining inside throughout the night,
the Israelites placed themselves “under the blood” and were
protected from the angel of death. This Passover blood was a
foreshadowing of the blood that Jesus, the Lamb of God,
would pour out centuries later to cover the sins of men.

That same night, the Lord instituted a special meal of
roasted lamb, bitter herbs, and unleavened bread that the
Israelites were to eat while dressed and ready to go, because
when their deliverance came it would come quickly. This
Passover meal was observed annually as a celebration of their
preservation as well as their liberation from slavery.

God’s promise was open-ended. He did not flatly declare,
“I am going to bless the Jews and curse the Egyptians.” Anyone
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who obeyed the Lord’s instructions and put blood on their lin-
tels and doorposts would be delivered. The Egyptians them-
selves could have exercised faith in the Lord in this way and
the death angel would have passed over them as well. Instead,
they rejected the Word of the Lord, and the firstborn in every
Egyptian household died.

On that first Passover night 3,500 years ago, lambs were
slaughtered throughout Goshen, the region of Egypt where the
Israelites lived. Using hyssop branches as brushes, they were
dipped in blood and then the Jews stroked lamb’s blood on the
doorposts and lintels of their houses. Afterwards, they ate the
special meal together quietly, dressed and waiting to depart the
land after 400 years of slavery. As the Jews waited quietly
inside their homes, safely “under the blood,” the Lord went
through the land looking for blood on the doorposts. On that
historic night 3,500 years ago, every firstborn died in every
house not covered by the blood. Wailing and mourning were
heard throughout the land of Egypt.

Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and told him to leave,
along with all his people and their belongings. God gave His
people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, who showered them
with precious items of gold and silver as they departed. That
very night the wealth of the wealthiest nation in the civilized
world was transferred and became the wealth of God’s people.
Moses led the children of Israel—probably 3 or 4 million of
them—out of Egypt amid shouts of joy and celebration from
those who were protected under the blood.

Thirty-five hundred years ago, lamb’s blood brought pro-
tection, deliverance, and freedom to God’s people. The first
Passover looked ahead 1,500 years to the time when the blood
of a better sacrifice—Jesus, the Lamb of God—would be
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spilled to take away the sins of the world. Because of the death
of our Passover Lamb, we have salvation today. We have mir-
acles, deliverance, and redemption; sanctification, celebra-
tion, and joy. Without that first Passover, there would be no
Jewish nation and, therefore, no Jewish prophets, no Jewish
Bible, and no Jewish Messiah. That means there would be no
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and without Christ there would be no
salvation. Without Jesus, no one would come into right stand-
ing with God.

The Elements of Passover*

In the traditional Passover meal, or Seder, every food
item has symbolic significance. Charoset is a mixture of
chopped walnuts, wine, cinnamon, and apples. It represents
the mortar the Hebrew slaves used between the bricks in build-
ing Egyptian cities, as well as the sweetness of a better life.
Karpas, or fresh greens, usually parsley, represent new life for
the Jewish people as well as the hyssop used to spread the
lamb’s blood on the doorposts. During the meal, the parsley is
dipped in salt water, representing the salty tears of slavery.

The Seder meal also includes roasted eggs, which repre-
sent life and resurrection, and the shank bone of a lamb, sym-
bolic of the sacrificial lamb offering. Bitter herbs, usually
freshly-grated horseradish, reflect the bitter affliction of slav-
ery. Matzah, or unleavened bread, symbolizes the haste with
which the Israelites left Egypt, with no time to allow yeast to
rise. Leaven is also a common biblical figure for sin. Unleav-
ened bread, then, also represents the need to get rid of sin in
one’s life.

4. Some information in this section regarding the Seder meal was taken
from Sampson, A Family Guide to the Biblical Holidays, pp. 124-126,
134.
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During the course of the meal, each person drinks four
cups of wine, representing freedom, deliverance, redemption,
and release. These four cups are called, respectively, the cups
of sanctification, judgment, redemption, and kingdom. A fifth
cup of wine is poured and set at a special place at the table for
the prophet Elijah, symbolizing that he would be welcome at
the Seder table. Often, a child is given the privilege of open-
ing the door so that Elijah can come in. Making a place for
Elijah represents welcoming both the Messianic age and the
anointing and power of the Holy Spirit into their lives.

According to tradition, the youngest child at the table
asks four questions about why Passover night is different from
all other nights. These questions form the framework for the
Seder leader to share the Passover story:

1.  Why do we eat only unleavened bread on this night when
all other nights we eat either leavened bread or matzah?

2. Why do we eat only bitter herbs on this night when all
other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables?

3. Why do we dip our vegetables twice on this night when
we do not dip our vegetables even once all other nights?

4. Why do we eat our meal with all of us reclining on this
night when on all other nights we eat our meals sitting or
reclining?

One interesting feature of the Seder is a ceremony
involving the matzah bread. The leader takes three pieces of
matzah, two for blessing, and one to be broken, and places
them inside a cloth container with three compartments called
the matzah tash. The three pieces of matzah represent the
unity of God in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Taking the
center piece of matzah (representing the Son), the leader holds
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it up for everyone to see, then breaks it in two. He places one
half of the broken bread back into the matzah tash and wraps
the other in a linen cloth. This linen-wrapped matzah is called
the Afikoman. The leader then hides the Afikoman. This is a
symbolic picture of Jesus, whose body was broken, wrapped
in a cloth, and buried (hidden), to rise again three days later.

Every element of the Seder commemorates that first
Passover night, when God delivered His people from slavery
in Egypt. The Passover itself points to Jesus, the Passover
Lamb, whose death delivered us from bondage to sin.

Jesus, Our Passover Lamb

‘ N ) e who know Christ as Savior and Lord can rejoice
today because our Passover Lamb has come, and His

blood has set us free. No longer are we slaves to sin; we can
live lives of personal holiness in the power of the Holy Spirit.
As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth:

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that you may be

a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ

our Passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us

keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the

leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth (1 Corinthi-

ans 5:7-8).

In these verses, Paul uses the image of leaven, or yeast,
as a symbol for sin and the old way of life before Christ. Now
that “Christ our Passover” has been “sacrificed for us,” we
can “keep the feast...with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth.” This means that we can live the kind of life that

pleases and honors the Lord. Sin no longer has the power to
hold us back.
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Sometimes we tend to take for granted what Jesus did for
us when He went to the cross. On that fateful Friday, all the
demons of hell attacked Jesus in an effort to destroy Him.
From the Garden of Gethsemane, where He sweated drops of
blood, Jesus was taken through a mock trial—a “kangaroo
court”—where He was condemned falsely by the leaders of
His own people. Turned over to the Roman authorities, He was
condemned again and flogged to within an inch of His life.
Following this, He was paraded in humiliation through the city
of Jerusalem and out to “the place of the skull”—Calvary—
where He was nailed to a rough wooden cross and suspended
between two criminals. As the weight of the sin of the world
bore down on Him, Jesus experienced total separation from
His Father, and cried out, “My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46b).

During His earthly ministry, Jesus’ favorite term to
describe Himself was “the Son of man,” which identified Him
as a son of Adam, like all other human beings. Jesus, the Son
of man, was also the Lamb of God who came to take all the sin
and curses of the Adamic race upon Himself. Everything that
was due us as sinners, Jesus took upon Himself as our
Passover Lamb.

The prophet Isaiah spoke to this work of Christ on the
cross centuries before it happened:

He is despised and rejected of men, a Man of sor-
rows and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it
were our faces from Him; He was despised, and we
esteemed Him not. Surely He hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
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our iniquities, the chastisement for our peace was
upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every
one to his own way, and the LORD hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:3-6).

The day that we call “Good Friday” was a dark day for
Jesus, but He knew that Sunday was coming. On Friday, Jesus
took our sins upon Himself and died, but Sunday came, bring-
ing resurrection and victory. Jesus bore our sicknesses and
carried our pains so that we could be healed. He became total
sin for us. This was according to the Father’s will: “Yet it
pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief:
when Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall
see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of
the LORD shall prosper in His hand” (Isaiah 53:10).

In the 3rd chapter of the Book of Galatians, Paul wrote:

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,

being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed
is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the bless-
ing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through

Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of
the Spirit through faith (Galatians 3:13-14).

Jesus became a curse for us so that we could be blessed.
He was condemned so we could be redeemed. So He became
a curse for you. He died according to the law so that we could
be made alive according to the Spirit.

As with all lambs sacrificed on the altar, the Passover
lamb had to be perfect, without spot, flaw, or blemish. Jesus,
our Passover Lamb, was spotless, unblemished by sin. At 9:00
on the morning of the 14th day of the month of Nisan, the
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Passover lamb was bound to the altar in the temple and put on
public display. At the same time, our Passover Lamb was
nailed to a cross and put on public display on Calvary.

At exactly 3:00 in the afternoon of that high holy day, the
high priest ascended the altar and, to the sound of the shofar,
cut the throat of the Passover lamb, declaring, “It is finished.”
At the same moment, on Calvary, our Passover Lamb cried
from the cross, “It is finished!” and gave up His spirit. “It is
finished” means, “It is paid in full.” Our sin debt was paid in
full with the blood of Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb, who
was sacrificed for us.

“This 1s What the Lord Did for Me”

One reason God instituted the Passover was to give His
people a powerful and visible means of passing along the mes-
sage of His power and faithfulness to succeeding generations.
He states this explicitly in His instructions to Moses:

This day came ye out in the month Abib. And it shall
be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land...
that thou shalt keep this service in this month. Seven
days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the
seventh day shall be a feast to the LORD. Unleav-
ened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there
shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, neither
shall there be leaven seen with thee in all thy quar-
ters. And thou shalt show thy son in that day, say-
ing, This is done because of that which the LORD
did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt (Exo-
dus 13:4-8, emphasis added).

I believe it is significant that God wanted His people to
remember the Passover event and their liberation from Egyptian
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slavery in very personal and specific terms: “This is...that
which the LORD did for me.” It was important that they pass
it on to their children so that each new generation would come
to know the Lord for themselves.

The same is true for us today. As believers we each have
a personal testimony to God’s goodness and faithfulness, and
to the power of the Passover Lamb to cleanse us from sin. God
wants us to pass our testimony on to generation after genera-
tion so that the knowledge of Him becomes personal to each
of our sons and our daughters so that they can take possession
of the Passover Lamb for themselves.

Part of our calling as believers is to pass on a living tes-
timony of what the Lord has done. Our children need to hear
us say, “This is what the Lord did for me.” Lost people need to
hear us say it. When we give voice to our personal experience
with the saving grace of God, we encourage others to believe
that His grace is for them as well. The more we testify to the
Lord’s goodness to us, the more He will build up our testimo-
ny. He will continue to bless us, giving us even more to testi-
fy about. His hand will be over us in our lives, in our children’s
lives, in our homes, in our financial lives, in our business
lives, and in our creative lives. In every aspect of life we will
be able to say continually, “This is what the Lord has done and
is doing in my life.”

The Hebrew word for Passover, Pesach, means to pass
over in the sense of protection. When we place our faith in
Jesus, the Passover Lamb of God, we build a protection over
ourselves, our families, and our households—a covering pro-
tection of blood. Blood is living tissue. Jesus Christ is the liv-
ing Word of God. His blood has the power to cleanse sin and
give us eternal life, but we must place ourselves under His
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blood. Before the living Word of God can make a difference in
our lives, we must enter in and make Him our own. Another
way to look at it is that we must humble ourselves, plunge into
His blood, and allow Him to make us His own. When we do,
all the blessings and promises that God made to His people
become ours as well.

The Blessings of Passover

O ur son Ben was miraculously healed of terminal kidney
disease when he was only six months old. Even so,
every year for the next several years he was attacked horribly.
At around the same time every year a spirit of death attacked
him physically, trying to kill him. When we finally realized
what it was, we said, “You foul spirit of death, leave our home,
and leave our son.” Still, we had to battle it through.

One year Ben got so terribly sick with pneumonia that for
days he could not keep anything in his stomach. We had
already fought through the whole thing about his kidneys, and
now it looked as though death was coming over him again. In
my anguish I cried out, “God, what’s the answer?”

The Lord directed me to Exodus 23:25: “And ye shall
serve the LORD your God, and He shall bless thy bread, and
thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of
thee.” I had never discovered this verse before. After I read it,
I went over to Ben’s bedside. The poor little guy couldn’t even
keep down bread or water. He was about four years old. I said,
“Ben, say this with me: “ ‘Jesus is blessing my water and my
bread and taking sickness away from my midst.” ”

Ben said it with me, and together we entered into a sea-
son of claiming the Lord’s promise. A few minutes later, God’s
healing power was ministered to him, and he was able to eat
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crackers and keep water down. He went on to a full and com-
plete recovery. Ben’s healing, like the Israelites’ deliverance
from Egypt, came through the power of the blood of Jesus and
through His sacrifice as the Passover Lamb.

Once God freed the Israelites from Egyptian slavery, He
led them into the wilderness and began to teach them how to
be His people and to prepare them for entering the promised
land. He also gave them a promise of the blessings that would
be theirs if they obeyed and followed Him:

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken dili-
gently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to
observe and to do all His commandments which |
command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will
set thee on high above all nations of the earth. And
all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake
thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the
LORD thy God: Blessed shalt thou be in the city,
and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shalt
be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground,
and fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and
the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket
and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou
comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou
goest out. The LORD shall cause thine enemies that
rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face:
they shall come out against thee one way, and flee
before thee seven ways. The LORD shall command
the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses and in all
that thou settest thine hand unto; and He shall bless
thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee. The LORD shall establish thee an holy people
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unto Himself as He hath sworn unto thee, if thou
shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God,
and walk in His ways. And all people of the earth
shall see that thou art called by the name of the
LORD:; and they shall be afraid of thee (Deuterono-
my 28:1-10).

The blood of the Passover Lamb makes all these bless-
ings possible, but obedience to the Lord is the key to bringing
them into our lives: “And all these blessings shall come upon
you and overtake you because you obey the voice of the Lord
your God.” When we obey God, He will bless us wherever we
go, whether in the city or in the country.

Verse 4 says, “Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body.”
That refers to our children. The reference to the increase of
produce, herds, cattle, and flocks, means that everything we
lay our hands to financially or business-wise will prosper.

The blood of Jesus removes the curse. Everything
becomes blessing for those who have been delivered by the
blood and who walk in obedience. God told them, and tells us
today, “Enter in.” Because of the blood of Jesus we can enter
in and receive the promise of the Holy Spirit.

As the children of Israel were delivered through the
blood of the Passover lamb, their destiny was the promised
land. They spent some time in the wilderness, but they were
always headed for the land of promise. We, too, are destined
for promise—we and our children—and that promise is the
Holy Spirit. What does the Holy Spirit do? He brings us into
the promises of God. Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot enter
into the blessings of Abraham. The more we follow the Holy
Spirit and listen to His voice, the more anointing and ability
we will have to apprehend the blessings of God for ourselves,
our children, our neighbors, our nation, and the whole world.
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The message of Passover is not just for us. It has a glob-
al scope. Jesus is “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world.” He has redeemed us, and we are a blessed peo-
ple. Those blessings are not for us alone, however. Our Lord
has a heart for the nations. His desire is that we who are so
blessed share those blessings with a cursed world so that all
people who will can enter into the cleansing and delivering
power of the blood of the Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ. There-
in lies redemption for the world.
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Cbapter Three

REVELATION OF REDEMPTION

Although I grew up in southern Africa, I am of Indian
ancestry. My family was Hindu, and we could trace our
Hindu lineage by name back 800 years. As staunch Hindis, we
believed in reincarnation and karma. We had no concept of
being cleansed of our sins. Hinduism teaches that we each
have to bear our karma—we have to carry the weight of our
sin from one life into the next. The quality of our character in
our current life will determine the nature of our next life when
we are reincarnated.

For example, if you lived a bad or evil life as a human,
you might come back as a dog. If you were a bad dog, you
might return as a flea. It is a virtually endless (and hopeless)
cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. The only glimmer of light in
this system is the slight possibility that through a succession
of lives filled with “good karma,” a person can reach nirvana,
an unconscious state where the soul is finally released from
the seemingly endless cycle of rebirths.

For centuries, this deceptive belief system has trapped
millions of people in spiritual darkness. Even today, Hin-
duism’s confusing and clouded doctrines continue to clog the
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minds and blind the eyes of millions around the world. I know
this is true, because I was once one of them. But if it were not
for the grace of God, I would be one still.

Searching for Truth

I was born and raised in the Hindu faith, and as I grew older
the weight of my sin—my karma—pressed down on me
more and more. No matter how hard I tried, my life seemed
empty, without purpose, and burdened with care. “Surely,” 1
thought, “there is more to life than this. What am I missing?”
Something in me hungered for revelation. I was looking for
answers and could not seem to find them in the religion of my
birth.

As a young man, | would walk four miles out of the way
every day to visit the Hindu temple, where I would bow in
worship before the idols. I asked the priests all kinds of ques-
tions, hoping to find answers for my longing, but I never did.
My search led me through yoga and every branch of Hindu
philosophy, but I did not find what I was looking for. My heart
still hungered for the truth.

Everybody searches for truth. I have traveled all over the
world and asked people in many nations the question, “How
many of you want truth in your life?” Not once has anyone
told me that they wanted a lie. People everywhere are hungry
for truth. They are desperate to know that life means more
than the meager emptiness of their current experience.

My search for truth was fruitless until one day, when I
was about 16, a Southern Baptist missionary came to our door.
She asked me for a drink of water, and when I returned with
it, she gave me a New Testament. Immediately I began to read
it. I had read many other books, including all kinds of “holy
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books” on Indian worship, but I had never read anything like
this Bible. It was like nothing else I had ever encountered
before. This book was alive! The words came to life on the
page to me. It was the strangest thing, as though the author
was looking over my shoulder as I read.

The more I read, the more the weight of my sin pressed
down, and the more I struggled with what I read. Centuries of
Hindu tradition had taught me that my sins could not be for -
given, but only worked out in the successive cycles of death
and rebirth. As a Hindu, I was proud of that tradition. After all,
my ancestors had died fighting for the Hindu faith.

In the pages of that New Testament, I encountered Jesus
Christ, who was different from any other person I had ever
seen or heard of before. In the Gospel of John, I read where
Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:32). That really caught my attention!
Truth is what [ was looking for! Jesus said that knowledge of
the truth would bring freedom, but what was the truth?

I found out a few pages later. In the 14th chapter of John,
Jesus stated it quite plainly: “I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father but by Me” (John 14:6). |
stopped reading for a moment as the force of that statement hit
home.

“Wow!” I thought. I had been looking for truth, and here
was Jesus saying, “I am the truth.” After years of searching
everywhere else for the truth, [ discovered that day that truth
was a Person named Jesus Christ. Truth is not found in the dry
philosophies of men. You can search for truth in Islam, Hin-
duism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Judaism, intellectualism,
humanism, communism, socialism, capitalism, or any other
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kind of “-ism” or philosophy, but you will never find it. Truth
is found only in the person of Jesus Christ.

Yet, there will always be people who, like Pontius Pilate,
miss the truth when it is standing right in front of them. Jesus
stood before Pilate, who looked directly at Him and asked,
“What is truth?”” (John 18:38); all the while, Truth was stand-
ing right in front of him. Truth is a person named Jesus Christ.

Receiving the Truth

As I read those words of Jesus, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life,” the Holy Spirit began working in my heart.
The Spirit of wisdom and revelation came upon me and
opened my eyes to understand that Jesus is the Truth. All of a
sudden, all my traditions were dead. The traditions of men
make the Word of God of no effect. Any tradition, religious or
otherwise, that keeps us from experiencing and knowing the
living Christ is a tradition that needs to be discarded.

I really struggled with this. On the one hand, I now knew
that Jesus was the truth; He was the one I had been looking
for. On the other hand, I knew that turning to Christ meant
turning my back on my traditions. It meant turning my back on
my family, my friends, my culture, and even my entire her-
itage. That was not easy. I remember crying one night and say-
ing to the Lord, “God, it is so difficult. My brothers and
sisters, my mother, my entire family, my friends; everyone will
reject me if I do this!”

In the midst of my tears, in the intensity of this experience,
I fell asleep. It must have been a kind of “waking sleep” because,
as my head hit the table, I heard it hit and thought, “That’s my
head hitting the table.” Suddenly, I found myself in a place I
had never been before, where 1 heard the most wonderful
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music, its harmonies penetrating to the depths of my inner-
most being. Every one of my senses—sight, smell, hearing,
taste, and touch—were heightened and deeply engaged in
everything around me. I was surrounded by perfection. Soon,
I was led to a beautiful river, and I sensed in my spirit that it
was the river of life.

As I sought to absorb everything that was happening,
Jesus Christ walked in. Somehow, I knew it was Him without
even being told. I was immediately struck by His eyes. Never
before had I seen eyes so full of compassion. They looked as
though He knew intimately every tear that had ever been
shed—including mine. He put His hand on my shoulder and
said, “My little brother.” That’s when I woke up.

My Bible was still open where I had been crying over it,
but somehow it was now open to a different page. To this day
I do not understand how it could have happened, but my Bible
was now open to the 18th chapter of Luke, where the rich
young ruler asks Jesus, “What shall I do to inherit eternal
life?” (Luke 18:18) When Jesus tells him to sell his posses-
sions, give the money to the poor, and follow Him, the man
“was very sorrowful: for he was very rich” (Luke 18:23). This
man walked away from Jesus because he thought the price for
following Him was too high. I heard the Holy Spirit ask, “Are
you going to be the same way?”

“No, Lord,” I replied. At that moment I repented of my
sins and received Jesus Christ as my Lord and my Savior.
Immediately, all that weight of sin that I had been carrying
went away, and [ knew that I knew that I knew I was forgiven
and had been born again.

One of our problems as Christians in America is that we
have heard the phrase “born again” so often that we tend to
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take it for granted. In many ways we have forgotten what it
really means to be born again. Our faith becomes tired and
boring because we have lost sight of who we are. We need the
impartation of God’s revelation Spirit to remind us of who we
are and what we have as born again believers: we are saved,
God is our Father, heaven is our home, and Jesus is our elder
brother—our Savior and Lord.

After I gave my life to Christ, I felt like Superman! I
wanted to leap over tall buildings, stop trains, do something!
My life changed completely, and I owe it all to the Lord. With-
out His wisdom and revelation that He imparted to me, I never
would have understood the Scriptures, and I never would have
come to know Christ.

Head-knowledge may make us smart, but it takes revela-
tion to change our lives. I was destined to be a Hindu leader.
Because I was a national debate champion and had written the
best writings, I was being trained for leadership in the Hindu
community. God intervened and changed my life forever.
Through His Spirit of revelation, I came to know Jesus as my
personal Savior. My sins were forgiven and my eternal destiny
altered. I praise God every day for His mercy that gave me
such life-changing revelation.

God’s Progressive Self-Revelation

The God of the Bible is a self-revealing God. He chooses
to make Himself known to us. Otherwise, we could
never know Him. Our sinful nature blinds us to spiritual truth.
Left to our own wisdom or discernment, God would remain
unknown to us. If we have any hope of knowing God, it must
come through His self-revelation.

52



REVELATION OF REDEMPTION

Throughout the Bible we see the process of God progres-
sively revealing Himself to people. Frequently, when a Bible
character came to know God in a new way, he or she marked
that occasion by assigning a new name to God—a name that
reflects the new revelation.

For example, prior to the days of Moses, the Hebrews
knew God generally as the “God of the Fathers.” Within this
broad classification, they referred to God by several different
names, many in combination with the primitive Semitic name
El, which is a generic term for God or deity.’ One of these names
is El-Shaddai, “God of the Mountains,” or “Almighty God.”
According to Exodus 6:3, this is the name by which Abraham
and the other patriarchs knew Him: “I appeared to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty (El-Shaddai), but by
My name LORD (Yahweh) 1 was not known to them.”

Yahweh is the personal or covenant name for God, the
name He revealed to Moses at the burning bush.

Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to
the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,” and they say to me,
‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” And
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”” And He said,
“Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM
has sent me to you.” ”” Moreover God said to Moses,
“Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The
LORD [Yahweh] God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,

has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and

5. Trent C. Butler, ed., Holman Bible Dictionary. (Nashville: Holman Bible
Publishers, 1991), p. 1005.
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this is My memorial to all generations’ ” (Exodus
3:13-15).

Through the years, the Jews gradually came to consider
the name Yahweh too sacred to pronounce, so when they came
to that name in Scripture, they substituted the word Adonai
(LORD). Many English translations of the Bible continue that
custom even today by rendering the Hebrew name Yahweh as
“LORD?” (in all caps, as in the above example).

To the patriarchs, God was known as FEl-Shaddai
(Almighty God), or El-Elyon (Most High God), or El-Roi
(God who sees me) or by other names. When God was ready
to enter into covenant with His people, He revealed His per-
sonal covenant name, Yahweh.

Apparently, this was true even with Abraham, who lived
centuries before Moses. Abraham knew God as E/-Shaddai,
but one day on Mount Moriah he came to know God in a new
way. In a test of Abraham’s faith, God had commanded him to
offer his son Isaac as a burnt offering. Abraham obeyed. Just
as he was ready to bring down the knife to slay his son, who
was bound and lying on the altar, God stopped him and pro-
vided a substitute:

And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or
do anything to him; for now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from Me.” Then Abraham lifted his eyes
and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught
in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took
the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering
instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of
the place, The LORD Will Provide [Yahweh-Jireh]
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as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD
[Yahweh] it shall be provided” (Genesis 22:12-14).

Before this event, Abraham knew God as El-Shaddai
(Almighty God); afterward he also knew God as Yahweh-Jireh
(God Who Provides).

In this way we can see a little of how God reveals Him-
self to us. The important thing to note here is that the only way
we can come to know God is through His self-revelation. In
the New Testament, God revealed Himself most fully in the
person of His Son, Jesus Christ. When Philip said to Jesus,
“Lord, show us the Father,” Jesus replied, “He who has seen
Me has seen the Father” (John 14:8-9).

The Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation

G od wants to give all of us the spirit of wisdom and rev-
elation so that the eyes of our hearts may be enlight-
ened. He is not interested in our simply adding some new
notes to the margins of our Bibles: “This is what the Lord
showed me today.” Whenever God reveals Himself to us, it is
because He wants us to enter into a new experience with Him
that will take us to a new level of understanding and spiritual
maturity. God never gives revelation purely for its own sake.
Revelation is always for the purpose of growth and the
advancement of the purposes of God.

We receive revelation in many different ways. Often, it
comes in answer to prayer. Another source of revelation is the
Word of God. As we read and study the Bible, the Holy Spirit
opens our minds and reveals the meaning of the Scriptures to
us, and we come to know God and His ways at a deeper level.
Sometimes revelation comes through a prophetic word. How-
ever revelation comes to us, we need to move into the energy
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or force of that revelation. When God imparts revelation, He
wants us to enter into it, enjoy it, believe it, and experience it.
With revelation comes experience.

God opens the doors of revelation for us, but the choice
is ours whether or not we go in and experience it. There are
always some who choose to stand outside rather than step
through the door. Fear or unbelief or apathy keep them from
entering. Every time we fail to act on revelation, we rob our-
selves of an opportunity to know the Lord better and to be
involved in His purpose. God is not interested in our standing
around outside and observing. He wants us to participate with
Him in His Kingdom work. God is always working. Whenever
He reveals Himself, whenever He shows us where He is work-
ing, that is His invitation for us to join Him in what He is
doing.

Jesus called and trained disciples for that very purpose.
He revealed to them who He was, why He had come, and the
nature of His work. Then He gave them His authority and
commissioned them to do the same work He was doing. Here
are just a few examples:

And when He had called His twelve disciples to
Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and
all kinds of disease.... These twelve Jesus sent out and
commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way
of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samar -
itans. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom
of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lep-
ers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you
have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:1, 5-8).
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After these things the Lord appointed seventy others
also, and sent them two by two before His face into
every city and place where He Himself was about to
go... “Whatever city you enter, and they receive you,
eat such things as are set before you. And heal the
sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God

s 9

has come near to you’ ... Then the seventy returned
with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject
to us in Your name.” And He said to them, “I saw
satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I give
you the authority to trample on serpents and scor-
pions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Luke 10:1,

8-9, 17-19).

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature. He who
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned. And these signs
will follow those who believe: In My name they will
cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues,
they will take up serpents; and if they drink any-
thing deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover”
(Mark 16:15-18).

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you;
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and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the
age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that I do he will do also,; and greater
works than these he will do, because I go to My
Father (John 14:12).

Do you see the progression? Jesus had authority from His
Father. He gave that authority first to the 12 apostles, then to
the 72 disciples. Finally, He imparted His authority to all
believers—to everyone who bears His name. We have the
same authority Jesus had, and that authority enables us in the
power of the Holy Spirit to do “greater works” than Jesus did,
because He went back to the Father.

The Book of Acts gives clear evidence that after Jesus
ascended, His followers did indeed act with His authority and
power. Peter healed a lame man (see Acts 3:1-9). Philip
preached with power in Samaria and performed miraculous
signs, including the casting out of unclean spirits and the heal-
ing of paralyzed and lame people (see Acts 8:5-8). Peter raised
to life a woman named Dorcas who had died (see Acts 9:36-42).
Paul cast a spirit of divination out of a slave girl (see Acts
16:16-18). Later, Paul brought back to life a young man
named Eutychus, who had fallen to his death from a second-
story window (see Acts 20:7-12).

The same authority that empowered these early disciples
has been given to us—the spirit of wisdom and revelation.
Report What You See and Hear

udging from the Book of Acts, everywhere the disciples of
Christ went proclaiming the gospel, signs and wonders
accompanied them to attest to the truth of their message. As a
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result, lost people by the thousands were redeemed from
satan’s kingdom of darkness and released into the freedom and
light of the kingdom of God. To redeem means “to buy back at
a price.” The redemption price to set us free was the blood of
Jesus, the Lamb of God.

As in those days, Jesus wants us to be a people who will
do as He told the disciples of John the Baptist: “Go and
tell...the things which you hear and see: the blind see and the
lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead

are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them”
(Matthew 11:4-5).

Throughout my ministry I have been in countless miracle
services. God has blessed me with the privilege of witnessing
every healing miracle mentioned in the Bible. I have seen lep-
ers cleansed; I have seen crippled people walk again; I have
seen people born blind receive their sight.

Once I had the opportunity to present the gospel in Pak-
istan, and I remember seeing a woman who had been blind
from birth. She was sitting all alone, one of the poorest of the
poor in one of the poorest nations on earth. Her hands were
clasped before her and her whole demeanor suggested the
question, “Is there any hope for me?” I took a picture of her,
because she represented to me all the millions of people in the
world who sit in darkness, literally or spiritually, waiting for
the light.

A little later, as I was declaring the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the power of the Lamb of God, this same
woman walked up. I looked at her face and said, “I see it, but
I don’t know whether I can believe it.” Her eyes were whole
and complete! She testified, “I was born blind, but now I can
see. Jesus Christ has done this for me!”
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When the Spirit and the Word combine together—when
the power of God’s Word combines with the presence of the
Holy Spirit—I always urge people, “If you need a miracle,
don’t sit back. Get into the flow of God. Be humble enough to
say, ‘I need You, Lord.””

Another time, when I was in Jamaica, the Lord gave me
a special word about a lady in the audience. “There is a lady
here,” I said, “who is dying of cancer. Your doctors have given
you only a couple more weeks to live. Stand up, because the
Lord is going to heal you.”

Indeed, a lady named Rosie stood up, stepped from her
place, and started running to the front. When she came within
about five feet, she suddenly fell down, and the anointing of
God came and touched her. Her doctors in Kingston had all
kinds of X-rays to prove that she was dying from lymphoma.
Many of her bones had deteriorated. She was in severe pain
and close to death. The power of God came upon her at that
meeting and recreated her diseased bones overnight. When the
doctors took some more X-rays, they were very puzzled.

“You are not the same woman,” they told her. “Your
bones have been completely restored. There is no sign of can-
cer anywhere.”

Some time later I held a tent crusade in Jamaica, and
there was Rosie on a chair in the front row, dancing before the
Lord and saying, “Thank You, Jesus!”

One evening during those phenomenal meetings in Zaire,
that I mentioned in Chapter One, people were lined up giving
testimonies to their healings or other miracles. By that time I
was so overwhelmed by what the Lord was doing, that I felt I
couldn’t listen anymore; it was just too much. I was sitting
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there writing and working on my notes in preparation for
preaching the Word in a few moments, when I heard a com-
motion in the crowd. I looked up to see a man dressed in
white, holding up his little boy. The crowd was going wild, so
I turned to my interpreter and asked, “What was that?”

He replied, “That was a resurrection.”
“What?” I asked, completely astounded.

“That was a resurrection,” he repeated. He then inter-
preted the man’s story for me.

“My son died this morning of cerebral malaria,” the man
said. “I took him to the clinic where he was declared dead sev-
eral hours later. Then I remembered that someone had told me
that the man of God was preaching here tonight.”

He had walked 10 miles to the meeting, where he wrote
out his prayer request and put it with the thousands of others
there on the stage. I had laid hands on the pile of requests and
prayed for them. During that time I had suddenly received a
very specific and especially strong word from the Lord. I
stopped in the middle of things and said, “The Lord has shown
me that there is a man here whose son died this morning. The
Lord wants me to tell you that this day He is going to do a
great thing for you and for your son.” As I felt the prompting
of the Spirit, I prayed for the release of resurrection power. I
had no idea what was going to happen or how, but God put the
breath of life back into that little boy’s body 10 miles away,
and he was restored to life.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. In
that one week alone, 118,000 people were born again out of a
cumulative total of one and a half million who attended.
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Truly, the redemption of the Lord Jesus was revealed and seen
in that place.

Take It to the Nations

Lots of Christians today speculate about the return of
Christ. When will He come back? How will He come
back? Will it be soon? Jesus Himself gave us one clear clue to
the general timing of His return: “And this gospel of the king-
dom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14).

Although the specific timing of Christ’s return is in the
Father’s hands, establishing the general atmosphere on earth
for it is in ours. It has nothing to do with the devil or with the
anti-christ. We will prepare the way for the return of Jesus as
we are faithful in taking the gospel of the Kingdom to the
nations. God wants to bring redemption to the people of the
world, and He has called us to join Him in the task.

It is time for us as believers to rise up in faith and act on
the revelation God has given us. Too often we let the devil or
other people limit us or define who we are going to be, where
we are going to go, and what we are going to do. Many times
we listen to “religious” teaching rather than the instruction of
the Holy Spirit. God is telling us, “Don’t let the wisdom of man
define what you do; let the Holy Spirit define what you do.”

How does the Holy Spirit define our work? Listen again
to the words of Jesus: “He who believes in Me, the works that
I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do,
because I go to My Father” (John 14:12). Jesus made this
statement in the context of promising His disciples to send the
Holy Spirit. It is only in the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit that we can fulfill the “Great Commission” of Matthew
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28:18-20 to “make disciples of all the nations,” and of Mark
16:15-18 to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature” with signs and wonders following.

God wants us to have a vision, a revelation of the power
of redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ. It is really a very
simple message. We live in an age in which we are taught to
believe that because the questions and challenges of life are
confusing and complicated, the answers must be complicated
as well. The more complicated something sounds, the more
correct it must be. That’s the way we think.

It is different with God. He doesn’t think the way we do.
“ ‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways
My ways,” ” says the Lord. “ ‘For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8-9). There is no way
we could ever begin to comprehend all there is to God. Never -
theless, He has a way of presenting truth to us in very simple
terms—the only way we can understand it.

Some folks are always trying to complicate the gospel of
Christ by attaching all sorts of man-made restrictions or
adding a lot of weird doctrines or couching it in language so
complex and technical that even a person with a Ph. D. in Eng-
lish would scratch his head. God, on the other hand, has made
the gospel so simple that even a child can understand it. Even
very young children can comprehend sin and the fact that
Jesus loves them, and say, “Jesus, I’'m sorry for my sins;
please come into my heart.”

I’ve seen hundreds of children say something as simple
and then be slain in the Spirit and start speaking in tongues.
This may offend a lot of the theologians and religious schol-
ars, but Jesus never said to a child, “You need to wait until you
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have a chance to go to Bible college or seminary and get a the-
ology degree before I can do anything for you or you do any-
thing for Me.” The Lord can use anybody of any age who is
willing to humble himself or herself and follow Him. The
gospel of Christ is simple, but at the same time mighty, glori-
ous, and deep. The simple things of God are profound.

What could be simpler than, “Christ, our Passover, was
sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7)? He is the Lamb of God,
and His blood avails for us. The blood of Jesus is sufficient for
us, our children, our churches, our neighborhoods, our cities,
and all the nations of the world. Remember that all it takes is
one drop of the precious blood of Jesus to destroy the kingdom
of satan. God has revealed redemption to the world, and it is
found in the bleeding form of the Son of God hanging on a
Cross.

Let us not be ashamed of who we are or of the message
we bear. God is saying to us, “Do not be afraid. Rise up in faith
right now and take My revelation of redemption to the world.”
God wants to pour forth His power and His anointing to redeem
families, cities, states, and nations. As Paul says, “[God]
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Every soul is precious in His sight.
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‘ x 7 hat’s the value of a new BMW? Not long ago, the
German automaker introduced a new model in its line

of fine luxury cars. The general list price for the new car was
around $84,000. Is that a good price? Is the vehicle worth it?

How can you tell?

Suppose your local BMW dealer has just received the
first vehicle of this new model in his showroom. It is the only
one on his lot. Now suppose that you want to buy it but feel
you shouldn’t have to pay more than $65,000. What do you
do? You might try going to the dealership and negotiating for
that price. Depending on your skills as a negotiator and the
circumstances of the dealer, you might even get it.

On the other hand, suppose it is a very popular model,
and people are standing in line for it. Suppose further that a
local millionaire businessman comes in and, without breaking
a sweat, offers $250,000 cash for the car. Between you with
your $65,000 and the businessman with his quarter of a mil-
lion, who do you think the salesman will go with?

That question is a no-brainer! So then, what is the real
value of that BMW? Is it the $65,000 you are willing to pay,
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the $84,000 the dealer is asking, or the $250,000 the busi-
nessman has offered?

What is the value of human life? An abortion-rights
advocate would give you one answer while a pro-life activist
would give you another. People who see the divine image in
humanity would answer the question very differently from
those who view mankind as merely the end product of a long
and random evolutionary process.

To find the truth, we need to look to God. As Creator, He
knows more about us than we know about ourselves. What
value does God place on our lives? The answer to that question
should be of supreme interest to us. Simon Peter states it pret-
ty clearly:

You must know [recognize] that you are redeemed
[ransomed/ from the useless [fruitless] way of liv-
ing inherited by tradition from [your] forefathers,
not with corruptible things [such as] silver and
gold, but [you were purchased] with the precious
blood of Christ, the Messiah, like that of a [sacrifi-
cial/ lamb without blemish or spot (1 Peter 1:18-19,
AMP).

Paul told the Corinthians, “You have been redeemed, at
tremendous cost” (1 Corinthians 7:23, Phillips).

In one sense, the value of a thing is determined by how
much the highest bidder is willing to pay. The millionaire was
willing to pay a quarter of a million dollars for the prestige of
having the first of the new BMW model in town so he could
drive around and show it off to his friends and neighbors. To
him, it is worth every penny he paid.
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What is our value to God? How much was He willing to
pay? God purchased us at a cost greater than we can truly
comprehend: the lifeblood of His Son. All of the world’s
known reserves of gold, silver, diamonds, emeralds, and other
precious metals and gems put together cannot compare to the
value God places on one human soul.

How much are you worth to God? The devil will try to
convince you that you are nothing but a failure who has fallen
too far and sinned too much for God to care about anymore.
Don’t believe satan’s lies. Jesus purchased you with His pre-
cious blood, more precious than anything on earth. He paid the
highest possible price for you, and for all of us. Corporately,
as believers, we are the Bride of Christ. Jesus paid the bride
price for us, and that price was His own blood.

The Richest People in the World

According to Forbes magazine’s annual “Forbes 400 list-
ing, Bill Gates of Microsoft® Corporation is the richest
person in America and has been for the last decade or so. He
and a handful of others, such as investor Warren Buffett and
the heirs to the fortune of Sam Walton of Wal-Mart* Corpora-
tion, possess material wealth that staggers the imagination of
most of us. Nevertheless, in spite of their financial prosperity,
they are not truly the richest people in the land. Material
wealth alone does not make anyone truly rich.

The richest people in America, and indeed, the world, are
those who know Jesus, those who have seen the kingdom of
God and have come to understand the true value of their souls.
Once you know what your soul is worth, once you know how
much God really thinks of you, you will know that you could
pile all the wealth of the earth on one side of God’s balance
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scale and stand by yourself on the other side, and the balance
would tip in your favor. You, I, and every one of us individu-
ally are more valuable to God than all the wealth and treasures
of the world put together.

Jesus said, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give
in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37). Our soul is more
important than anything the world has to offer. Nothing on this
earth is worth trading our soul for.

We need revelation to understand this. That is why so
many people in the world spend so much time pursuing earth-
ly things and so little time tending to matters of the spirit.
They have no revelation. Revelation is different from head-
knowledge. Head-knowledge will make you smart, but it
won’t affect your heart. When God gives you revelation of His
Word, it is a living truth that penetrates to the innermost core
of your being and changes you from the inside out. Nothing
and no one, whether hell or death, satan or demons, can take
that revelation away.

God loved us enough to send His only begotten Son—His
unique Son—to die in our place as payment for our sin. Jesus
loved us enough to give His life willingly on the cross so that
we might be forgiven and receive eternal life. Such love is
truly incomprehensible. Although we cannot fully understand
it, we can take it on faith and simply believe that it is true. God
wants us to know that He loves us and to rest secure in that
knowledge.

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians could be called a “love let-
ter” to the church. Part of the apostle’s theme is the love of
Christ for His church. In the 3rd chapter, Paul lifts up a prayer
for his readers (including us):
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For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named, that He would grant
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the
inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the width and length and depth and
height; to know the love of Christ which passes
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the full-
ness of God (Ephesians 3:14-19).

As followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are members of
the “family”—God’s family. Because we are God’s children,
we have access by right to the “riches of His glory.” One of
these riches is the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling in our
hearts. Notice that we cannot make room for “Christ to dwell
in [our] hearts through faith” until we are “strengthened with
might through His Spirit in the inner man.” It is only by the
Spirit’s power that we are able to exercise the faith through
which Christ comes to dwell in our hearts.

Why did the Father give us the Spirit to strengthen us in
our inner man and Christ to dwell in our hearts through faith?
He did it so that we would be “rooted and grounded in love”
and “able to comprehend...the width and length and depth and
height” of “the love of Christ.” In other words, God gave us
His Spirit and sent His Son to redeem us so that we might
know His love. The love of Christ “passes knowledge,” which
means that it is impossible to understand by natural human
reason. God’s love must be spiritually discerned, and it is the
Holy Spirit who gives us that discernment.
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Another word for discernment that comes from the Spir-
it of God is revelation. It is by revelation alone that we know
of God’s love for us. People outside the Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion have no conception of a God who loves them personally.
The idea is completely foreign to them. Without revelation,
they will never know the God of love. All of us who know
Christ used to be the same way. The Lord revealed Himself to
us and brought us to faith. Now He wants to use us to reveal
Himself to others so that they too can know His love as we do.

Field of Dreams

D uring His earthly ministry, Jesus taught by using para-
bles. A parable is a simple story that uses familiar

objects and language to teach profound truth. Someone once
defined a parable as “an earthly story with a heavenly mean-
ing.” In the 13th chapter of his gospel, Matthew records two
parables of Jesus that teach the magnitude and depth of God’s
love for us.

The first parable involves a treasure hidden in a field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hid-
den in a field, which a man found and hid; and for
joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field (Matthew 13:44).

Try to imagine the scene: a man is walking in a field, an
ordinary field with nothing to distinguish it from any other.
Somehow, he accidentally discovers a great treasure in the field.
Perhaps he had come across an old map that told him that treas-
ure was buried here. Whatever the means, this man locates the
treasure. Suddenly, an otherwise ordinary field has become
priceless in his eyes. Hurriedly, he re-hides the treasure and
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rushes off to purchase the field, even selling all his posses-
sions in order to raise the money.

There is perhaps more than one way to understand this
parable. Many believers interpret the hidden treasure as the
kingdom of God, and the field as the world. When a man dis-
covers the kingdom of God, he is willing to give up all he has
in order to possess it.

Although that is certainly a valid interpretation, I would
like to approach the story from a slightly different angle. The
field represents the world, and the man walking in the field is
Jesus Himself. From this perspective, the treasure represents
the people of God in the world. Jesus came in to the world
looking for people to redeem out of the world into His Father’s
Kingdom. Those people are the treasure hidden in the field.
Finding them, and understanding their priceless value, Jesus
willingly gives up everything—including His very life—in
order to gain possession of the treasure.

Consider the details. When the man in the parable dis-
covers the treasure, what does he do? He wisely keeps it hid-
den until he has a chance to buy the field. Otherwise, word of
the treasure might get out and suddenly there would be a lot of
competition for that otherwise worthless field. The man sells
everything he has and buys the field. Does he really want the
field? Probably not; he wants the treasure that is hidden there.
To get the treasure, he has to buy the field. Does he begrudge
the price he has to pay? No, because he knows the worth of the
treasure.

One of my favorite stories in high school was The Count
of Monte Cristo, which is about a young man imprisoned for
many years for political reasons. While in prison, he meets a
monk who confides in him the secret of a great treasure hidden
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on a particular island. Released from prison as a middle-aged
man, he goes in search of the treasure, finds it, and returns
home richer than his wildest dreams. It’s a tremendous story.
There is joy and danger when you find treasure because there
is so much you can do with it, for good or evil.

Appearances can be deceiving. We may have to penetrate
beneath the surface to find the true value of something. Peo-
ple may have asked questions when the man in Jesus’ parable
sought to buy the field. “Why do you want that field? It’s full
of thorns. The soil is so bad that nothing useful can grow
there. It’s worthless.” The man persists, however, because he
knows the true worth that lies below the surface.

Jesus knows our true worth as well. He looks beyond the
surface of our sin and failure and rebellion against God and
sees precious treasure: lives ripe to be redeemed and bought
back for the kingdom of God. “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
God loved the world (the people of the world) so much that
He gave the life of His Son. What does God get in return? He
gets all the “whoevers”—all who will believe and trust Christ as
Lord and Savior—to be in intimate relationship and fellowship
with Him forever. The treasure in the field represents the total

B

company of believers—all the “whoevers”—of every generation

of man.

Jesus gave His life to purchase for Himself a people of
His very own. Paul makes reference to “our great God and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His
own special people, zealous for good works” (Titus 2:13b-14).
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We are the treasure of Christ, the people who are His very
own. He redeemed us from the world and from wickedness,
purifying us with His blood, which was the price of our
redemption. He cleaned us up and set us forth to shine with the
glory of our Father. Now He wants us to work with Him in
finding and digging up (liberating) more of His precious treas-
ure buried in the field (the world), and helping to clean them
up so they, too, can shine with the light of God.

The Most Precious Pearl

esus’ second parable on God’s love in the 13th chapter of
Matthew immediately follows the first one and is closely
related to it:

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found
one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he
had and bought it (Matthew 13:45-46).

This time, instead of a man in a field, there is a merchant
searching the jewelry market. Instead of a great treasure, there
is one exquisite pearl of great price. This merchant is not just
a “window shopper,” but an expert in precious jewels. He
knows the worth of gems and knows exactly what he is look-
ing for. One day he comes across a pearl unlike any other he
has ever seen. Knowing the priceless value of his find, he
quickly sells everything he has and buys that one pearl.

Again, let’s consider the merchant to represent Jesus, the
marketplace (implied in the parable) is the world, and the pearl
of great price, the people of God. To make it even more per -
sonal, think of the one pearl as representing each individual
person. Each one of us is so personally valuable to the Lord,
that He would willingly give everything He had to redeem
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each of us alone. In other words, if you were the only person
on earth who needed to be redeemed, Jesus would still have
come to earth to die for your sins. The same is true for me or
for anyone else.

I heard a true story some years ago about a man brows-
ing in a flea market in Arizona. On one table he saw several
piles of semi-precious stones, each pile priced at rock-bottom
prices such as $3.00 or $5.00. Examining the stones, he final-
ly selected one pile and bought it for about $3.50. His selec-
tion was not random. He had seen one particular stone in the
pile that caught his interest.

After he got home, he examined the stone more closely
and found that it was as he had suspected: one of the most per-
fect emeralds he had ever seen, worth several million dollars.
This man was an expert jeweler, who knew what he was look-
ing at. What others passed off as junk, he recognized as a
treasure of great worth.

That’s the way Jesus is. He knows the value that lies
below the surface. The treasure in the first parable is all of
God’s redeemed people everywhere, the company of “who-
evers” who have said “Jesus, I love You, and receive You as my
Savior.” Jesus wanted to give an even more specific picture, so
He told of the merchant and his one pearl of great price that
he gave everything for. You are that pearl. / am that pearl.
Every individual who believes in Jesus is that pearl. With this
story, Jesus is saying to us, “I gave everything I had for you.
Now you are Mine, and no one can take you away from Me.”

That’s how Jesus looks at each of us. We are precious to
Him, like the most precious pearl in the world, only more so.
If you were the only person in the world who needed to be
redeemed, Jesus would still say, “It was worth it to Me to give
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up all the riches of heaven, just so I could have you.” How
could there be any greater love than that?

No matter who you are or where you are from, no matter
what your background, your past, or what other people may
think of you, when Jesus looks at you, He sees a pearl. Your
past is not what matters. Jesus is not so much concerned with
where you have been as with where you are going. What mat-
ters is who you are now because of the blood of Christ, and
who you are becoming in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Wherever 1 have traveled around the world, one of the
common elements I have found is that people everywhere feel
worthless. Life seems so harsh and unfair, and they wonder if
they really matter. Many live under repressive regimes or
unresponsive or incompetent governments and endure hunger,
sickness, and poverty as regular facts of life. In many third-
world countries, particularly in Africa, sorcery, demon posses-
sion, and occultic practices of all kinds are very prevalent and
hold many of the people in the bonds of fear, ignorance, and
spiritual darkness.

All of these people are precious pearls in Jesus’ eyes, and
He paid the price for their redemption 2,000 years ago when
He gave His life on the cross. Their ransom has been paid, but
many of them do not know it because no one has ever told
them. That is where we come in. Now that Jesus has redeemed
us, He wants us to take the good news of His redemption to
those who do not know, so that they too can find freedom in
Christ. Paul wrote:

How then shall they call on Him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear
without a preacher? And how shall they preach
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unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beauti-
ful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of
peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!”
(Romans 10:14-15).

We are pearls of great price in Jesus’ eyes, and He paid
full price for us: His own lifeblood as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. He will not be satisfied until
every pearl, every piece of His hidden treasure, has been
found, brought home, and cleaned up.

Paid in Full

In the Sth chapter of Revelation, John sees a vision of heav-
en where four “living creatures” and 24 “elders” are wor-
shiping “a Lamb as though it had been slain” (Revelation.
5:6,8).

And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy
to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were
slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood
out of every tribe and tongue and people and
nation, and have made us kings and priests to our
God; and we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation
5:9-10).

For many people, the word “redemption” is nothing more
than a religious term with little practical meaning. In reality, it
is a very powerful word that originated in the ancient business
world. For example, it was used in the slave markets to refer
to the price paid either to purchase a person or to purchase that
person’s release.

In New Testament days, when a bill was paid or a pur-
chase completed, the bill of sale was stamped with the Greek
word teAém (teleo), which means “paid in full.” Even today,
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when we pay off a debt we sometimes receive a receipt or
promissory note with “Paid in Full” stamped on it. Jesus used
a form of the word teAéw (teleo) in John 19:30 when He said
from the cross, “It is finished,” meaning that the sin debt of
mankind had been paid in full by His death.

What does it mean for us that Jesus paid our sin debt in
full? For one thing, it means that no one else can lay claim to
us anymore. We belong to Jesus and are forever free from
satan’s grasp. The devil can harass us and tempt us, but he can
never again take ownership of our soul. Jesus bought us with
His blood and we are forever His.

It is like seeing a house with the real estate agent’s sign
in the front saying, “For Sale,” and then driving by a couple of
weeks later and seeing the word “Sold” attached to the sign.
“Sold” means no one can make a bid on that house anymore.
The papers of ownership have been signed and the buyer has
paid the price. No one else can claim that house. It is TeAéw
(teleo), “paid in full.”

Like a benevolent trader at a slave market, Jesus can buy
our release from bondage because He has already paid the
price. No one can contest His right of ownership. If anyone
demands to see a bill of sale, all He has to do is show them the
nail prints in His hands and feet or the spear thrust in His side.
No one can lay a hand on us because our freedom has been
paid in full on the authority of the blood of Jesus.

Sometimes we as believers live and act as if we do not real -
ize that Jesus has paid our debt in full. We play around and get
wishy-washy with our lifestyle, sometimes living for God, and
sometimes living like the devil. Once we truly understand what
“paid in full” means, we will no longer have any question about
whom we serve! We belong to Christ and He has the right to
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our absolute allegiance and obedience. We owe Him every-
thing, and nothing less than our all is worthy of Him.

The more we understand this revelation that we are pre-
cious pearls of God bought and paid for in full by the blood of
Jesus, the more powerful and effective that revelation will be
in our lives. We will learn to walk more and more in the full
authority that we have in Christ and will experience victory in
daily living to an increasing and greater degree.

A Contract Written in Blood

Redemption is a mighty and awesome truth, the greatest
news the world has ever heard. Even when as a human
race we were “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1),
God loved us and sent His Son to redeem us—to purchase our
freedom—with His own blood. Jesus brought us from death to
life. This blessing is not for us alone, but for our children and
succeeding generations. The blood that Jesus shed on the cross
is sufficient to redeem every man and woman and boy and girl
on the planet—past, present, and future.

Because Jesus has redeemed us, we no longer live for
ourselves alone. Romans 14:8 says, “For if we live, we live to
the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether
we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” We have been bought with
a price. Now we belong to Jesus, and we need to remember the
seriousness and the magnitude of the price He paid. It wasn’t
like negotiating the price of a new BMW. When Jesus set out
to redeem us, He paid the most awesome and costly price in
history. Nothing in either the physical or spiritual realms is
more valuable than the blood of Jesus.

The more we learn to honor the blood of Jesus and what
He did for us, the more effective the power of His blood will
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become in our individual lives, our families, our churches, our
nation, and our world.

In Jesus we are under a new covenant, a contract with
God signed in the blood of Jesus and sealed in our hearts with
His Spirit. The apostle Peter wrote that Jesus “Himself bore
our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to
sins, might live for righteousness; by whose stripes you were
healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (1 Peter
2:24-25). Jesus died for our sins that we might have new life,
abundant and eternal. He became sin for us that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

This new life is the supernatural life of God, the zoe life
flowing in us. People without Christ have only the biological
life and breath; the spiritual part of them is dead, because it
comes alive only in Christ. Because of Christ, we who are
believers are different from “regular” people. This is not a
source of pride for us, but a demonstration of God’s mercy
toward us. He has given us zoe life, and what He has given us,
He desires all people everywhere to receive. We who have
received God’s saving, redeeming mercy have the responsibil -
ity from Him to be merciful to others and to share with them
the good news of His mercy and redeeming grace through the
blood of Christ.

We are children of a new covenant signed in Jesus’ blood.
This is a very solemn and powerful covenant, the kind that the
Bible calls a blood covenant, which we will learn more about
in the next chapter.
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C})apter Five

REVELATION OF THE BLooD COVENANT

Today a great battle is underway for the soul of our
nation. We are in danger of forgetting who we are as
Americans and where we came from. In many parts of our
country, basic civil and religious liberties are under attack in
the name of political correctness, diversity, tolerance, and
multiculturalism. The traditional concept of the family is
maligned while sodomy is given constitutional protection.

A California court declares that the phrase “under God”
in the Pledge of Allegiance is unconstitutional. In Alabama, a
monument depicting the Ten Commandments is forcibly
removed from the rotunda of the state capitol and hidden in a
storeroom. Such a monument, said a U. S. Circuit Court, is an
unconstitutional mixing of church and state. (It doesn’t seem
to matter that the Ten Commandments are the basic foundation
for the entire system of law in the United States.) The chief
justice of the Alabama Supreme Court, who sponsored the
monument and adamantly defied the Circuit Court’s ruling, is
suspended because of his stance.

We in America are in danger of losing the meaning of
certain things that traditionally have been dear and precious to
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our culture, our national identity, and our way of life. When I
was in college, some of my friends joined the Marines and
ended up in Vietnam. I was tempted to go with them, but I had
made a commitment to school, and my pastor persuaded me
that school was my top priority. So, while some of my buddies
were fighting for their country in Southeast Asia, I finished
college.

Some of my friends who went to Vietnam were wounded
in action, and a few even died. Like so many other young men
and women, they served their country faithfully, regardless of
what their personal feelings may have been about that conflict.
I remember how so many of our soldiers returned to the Unit-
ed States after their tour in Vietnam only to be greeted on their
arrival by jeers and ridicule. They were spat upon, cursed, and
called “baby killers” and worse by people who were adamant-
ly, loudly, and sometimes violently opposed to the war.

Such a hostile reception did deep injury not only to those
returning soldiers, but also to our national consciousness and
identity as a people. By cheapening what these servicemen
and servicewomen were willing to do for their country, we
cheapened ourselves as a nation.

The 1970s was a low period for our national morale, but
some things have begun to turn the corner in the years since.
For example, soldiers who served in the Persian Gulf War in
1991 and the Iraq war in 2003 have returned home to receive
a hero’s welcome. I recently read a piece about the funeral of
a young soldier from a small town in Texas who was killed in
action in Iraq. The article, written by his aunt, described a
service that fittingly honored a fallen hero, a service attended
by over 1,000 people.
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More amazing than the service itself was what happened
on the way to the cemetery. Cars along the highway not only
pulled to the side of the road, but the drivers and passengers got
out and stood quietly as the processional went by. Some even
waved small flags. Store owners and customers, construction
workers, and others along the route stood silently in respect
for the young man who had given his life for his country.

When the processional turned off the highway onto the
street leading to the cemetery, it was greeted by lines of
young boys on both sides of the street holding American flags
with one hand, and their other hand on their hearts. Even ele-
mentary school children and their teachers turned out. At the
cemetery, several high-ranking military officers, including
two generals, as well as a color guard and representatives
from every branch of the service were on hand to honor the
fallen hero.

Perhaps we are starting to regain some of the sense of
honor and dignity that the enemy tried to steal from our hearts
as a nation. Perhaps we are beginning to rediscover the mean-
ing of sacrifice. We face an ongoing battle to retain in our
hearts the meaning of some of the basic foundational things
that we believe in—principles that make us who we are, and
that make us great, honorable, and special as a people, both
individually and collectively.

A Better Covenant

O ne of the principles of life is that the things we cease to
value we will eventually lose. Once we no longer under-
stand why something is important, we no longer have a reason
to hold onto it tightly. This is true not only for a nation, but for
the people of God as well. There are some biblical concepts
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that many Christians today do not place much value on either
because of ignorance or cultural distance. What I mean is that
we either have not been taught the importance of these con-
cepts, or we fail to appreciate their value because they arose in
a culture foreign to our own. One of these important biblical
concepts is the principle of the blood covenant.

As children of God, we are by nature a covenant people.
A covenant is often compared to a contract, but biblical
covenant goes much deeper. Generally, a contract is limited to
the legal obligations between parties. Covenant touches moral
and spiritual obligations.

The Bible tells how God has related to His people
through two covenants: the old covenant (testament) with
Abraham and his descendants, and the new covenant (testa-
ment) through Christ. Why were there two covenants? The new
covenant in Christ fulfilled the old covenant and accomplished
some things the old covenant could not do.

Speaking of Jesus, the writer of Hebrews said:

But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry,
inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better
covenant, which was established on better promises.
For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no
place would have been sought for a second
(Hebrews 8:6-7).

Jesus is the “Mediator of a better covenant.” Why is it
better? It is better because Jesus makes it better. The first
covenant was merely type and shadow; the new covenant is the
“real deal.” The old covenant had no Jesus; in the new
covenant, Jesus is the central character. The old covenant had
only the blood of animal sacrifices, which could never take
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away sin; the new covenant has the precious, priceless blood
of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world.

Covenant is very much an Eastern concept. The more we
have Westernized it, the more we have lost its meaning. To under-
stand covenant, we must look to its origins as an Eastern—and
specifically Hebraic—concept as opposed to a Western theo-
logical idea or legal transaction.

The Hebrew word for covenant is beriyth, which comes
from a very ancient root that means “to fetter.” Words with a
similar meaning include “confederacy,” “compact” (as in: to
make a compact with someone), and “league,” (as in: being in
league with someone). In its Hebrew form, beriyth also stems
from a word meaning “to cut,” from the practice of covenant
parties passing between them cut pieces of meat in making the
covenant. More precisely, beriyth means “to cut until bleeding
occurs.” The cut must be deep enough for blood to flow.
Blood, then, is at the very heart of the meaning of covenant.

The Eastern mind regards blood quite differently than
the Western mind. From the Hebraic perspective as revealed
and established in the Bible, without blood, there is no
covenant. When Eastern men, Hebrews or otherwise, drew up
a contract, they would seal it by “cutting” a covenant. The
covenant was a guarantee that neither party would back out of
the agreement, and it was sealed in blood. “No blood, no
covenant.”

Four Ways of Sealing a Blood Covenant

( enerally, there were four ways to enter into a blood
covenant in the Eastern tradition. The first was to cut
the palm of one hand of each party until blood began to flow
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into the palms, then the palms were brought together so the
blood could mingle. That was “cutting a covenant,” and the
parties participating became blood brothers.

One of my favorite movies is The Outlaw Josey Wales,
starring Clint Eastwood. At one part of the story, the character
Josey Wales makes friends with an Indian chief named Lone
Watie. To seal their friendship, they strike a blood covenant.
Josey Wales takes out his knife and makes a cut on his palm.
Lone Watie does the same. Then, they bring their hands
together, mingling their blood, thus becoming blood brothers.

This act brought a bond deeper than simple friendship.
Becoming blood brothers was like becoming part of the same
family. At the very minimum, it meant that Josey Wales and
Lone Watie and their people would never make war on each
other. In addition it meant that each would come to the other’s
aid if needed. If Josey Wales was in trouble, Lone Watie would
help him. If Lone Watie was in a tight spot, Josey Wales would
come to his aid. Blood brotherhood was a lifelong relationship
as strong as biological family ties and just as irreversible.

That is what blood covenant is all about: a lifelong com-
mitment between people or parties for their mutual welfare
that overrides all other considerations.

Today, the handshake is the visual lingering remnant of
this form of sealing a blood covenant. My wife, Bonnie, grew
up in New Mexico where her father served as a sheriff in the
1960s. He used to tell me about some of the traditions they
grew up with. For example, in the West, ranchers would make
an agreement such as, “You can use my water” or, “You can
cut through my property,” and then they would say, “Let’s
shake on it,” and they would shake hands. That handshake was
like a holy thing to them. They were entering into a covenant,
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and they took it very seriously. Character was critically impor -
tant, and a man’s word was his bond.

A second way of sealing a blood covenant, similar to the
first, was for each person to make a cut on his own wrist and
then to bring their wrists together with the other person’s so
their blood could mingle. Notice that both of these cases
involve a mingling of the blood. By so doing, the parties cut-
ting the covenant became “one blood.”

Another Eastern tradition for sealing a blood covenant
involved, again, cutting the hand or the wrist to let blood flow.
Each person would then take several drops of his blood and
put it in a cup filled with wine, and they would share the cup.
In this way, each person indicated his willingness to enter into
covenant with each of the others.

The final way to seal a blood covenant was to sacrifice an
innocent animal and let its blood substitute for the blood of
those who were entering into covenant. Basically, this is the
method God chose in enacting the first covenant—the old
covenant—with the children of Israel. An innocent lamb with-
out spot, blemish, or defect was slaughtered, its blood sprin-
kled on the altar to atone for or cleanse the sin of the people,
and its carcass burned on the altar. This was a type and a shad-
ow of a greater sacrifice to come—a foreshadowing of when
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, would spill His precious and
sinless blood to atone for the sins of the world.

Covenant Partners

T he distinguishing characteristic of both the old and new
covenants in the Bible is their completely gracious and
effective character due to the wholly righteous nature of God.
Unlike covenants between men or nations, which are entered
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into by mutual agreement and negotiation, God’s covenant is
unilateral. He initiated it and established its terms with no
input from us. Then He presented His covenant to us and invit-
ed us to enter into it with Him.

This unilateral quality to God’s covenant is borne out in
the meaning both of the Hebrew word beriyth and its Greek
equivalent in the New Testament: diatheke. The word diatheke,
in fact, refers to “a will that distributes one’s property after
death according to the owner’s wishes” and as such is “com-
pletely unilateral.”® Human covenants entail mutual require-
ments of aid and support from both parties. God is sovereign
and omnipotent; He needs nothing from us, and there is noth-
ing we can truly provide to Him. He provides everything in the
covenant He makes with us. All He requires of us is our obe-
dience and faithfulness.

When we enter into covenant with God, we become part-
ners with Him—not equal partners, but partners by His grace.
The only covenant God recognizes is a blood covenant. We
cannot underestimate the importance of blood to our covenant
partnership with the Lord. In the 9th chapter of Genesis, God
says to Noah:

Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you.
I have given you all things, even as the green herbs.
But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its
blood” (Genesis 9:3-4).

Much later, in Leviticus, the Lord says:
6. W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete

Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. (Nashville:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1996), Old Testament Section, p. 51.
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And whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the
strangers who dwell among you, who eats any
blood, I will set My face against that person who
eats blood, and will cut him off from among his peo-
ple. For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I
have given it to you upon the altar to make atone-
ment for your souls, for it is the blood that makes
atonement for the soul” (Leviticus 17:10-11).

Life is in the blood. For this reason, God commanded the
Israelites never to eat it. Before they could eat their meat, they
had to drain the blood and roast the meat thoroughly.

When the blood of a sacrifice is spilled, the life in the
blood makes atonement. So the blood has awesome meaning;
it is the very life of a person. A blood covenant involves the
co-mingling of lives so that two lives become one. If you and
I enter into a blood covenant, we become covenant partners. I
now stand accountable for you, and you stand accountable for
me. Your life is my life, and my life is your life. Our lives are
blended because we have come together in the blood.

Therefore, if someone comes against you, they come
against me. Likewise, an attack on me is an attack on you. |
have sworn to protect you, and you have sworn to protect me.
We have pledged our lives to each other.

Stop and think for a moment. What is your life? It is your
family, your time, and your treasure; all your possessions, all
your finances. Everything you are and have is, in a sense,
wrapped up in your blood. If you lose your blood, you lose
your life. When we enter into a blood covenant together, |
regard your life—your family, time, treasure, resources—as
though they were my own, and you do the same for me.
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That is covenant, and it is a concept poorly understood
today, particularly in the West. Few people today truly com-
prehend the depth of commitment involved in a covenant. In
our modern society we tend to shy away from commitment
because we don’t want to be tied down. Besides, in the eyes of
many, to talk about blood this way seems downright barbaric.
Blood was very important to the Hebrew mind, however,
because it was very important to the Hebrew God. It remains
so today, despite what society says. Without blood there is no
covenant.

Under a covenant, each partner’s name belongs to the
other. That is why as Christians we can say that we bear the
name of Christ. He is ours, and we are His. Because we are
under covenant and bear His name, all His resources are ours.
The Lord is very generous with His resources, and because
He is generous, we can be generous also.

Bonnie and I both grew up in generous families. Her par-
ents were very generous people, and she learned that quality
from them. I learned generosity from my mother, who learned
it growing up in the royal houses of India. My mother was one
of the most generous people I ever knew. Whenever someone
visited our home, she always saw to it that they left with a gift
of some kind: gold earrings or a gold chain for a woman, per-
haps, or a gold pen for a gentleman. That is the way she was
raised.

Our checkbook has both our names on it, and Bonnie is
always writing checks to give to people who have a need or
simply as a gift. Many times I don’t even know anything about
it until I receive a note saying something like, “Thank you so
much for your generous gift of such-and-such for our so-and-
$0.” Then I say to Bonnie, “What’s this all about?”
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“Oh,” she laughs, “that’s seed money.”
“Well, do you want my shirt too?”

The point I’'m making is that covenant partnership
unlocks resources. As Christians, we bear the name of Jesus.
Our debts are His debts, and He paid them on the cross. His
interests and priorities are ours as well because we are in
covenant with Him. We have a blood covenant with the living
God to go into all the world and preach good news to all cre-
ation. What is the good news? It is the news that Jesus has
made covenant with us so that whoever believes on Him will
not perish but have eternal life.

Consider for a moment what being in covenant with the
Lord means for you. On the cross, Jesus mingled His blood with
yours. You shook hands with God, and God shook hands with
you. His assets are now your assets. What did you have before
you shook hands with Jesus? Nothing! Talk about a “rags to
riches” story! Here is Jesus Christ, the Prince of Heaven, who
owns the entire universe and everything in it, and now He
shakes hands with you and says, “It’s yours.” That’s what Paul
means when he says that we are “joint-heirs” with Jesus (see
Romans 8:17). He is our Elder Brother, our “blood brother.”

Blood Brothers of Jesus

‘ N 7 hat made Jesus do it anyway? What made Him go to
the cross? The answer is very simple: love. Because

of love, God sent His Son to die for us. Because of love, Jesus
willingly suffered death on the cross, taking our sin upon
Himself that we might be redeemed. He became sin for us so
that we could become the righteousness of God in Him.
Because of love, Jesus spilled His blood so we could be healed.

When our son Ben was a baby and dying from kidney
failure, because of the blood covenant, Jesus took the curse.
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Essentially, Jesus bore Ben’s disease 2,000 years ago and
nailed it to the cross. Because of the blood covenant, an
exchange took place. Jesus took Ben’s diseased and dead kid-
neys and gave His own to Ben. Ben’s kidneys were literally
recreated. The X-rays had clearly shown that Ben’s kidneys
were dead. Suddenly, new X-rays showed healthy kidneys, and
the doctors wanted to know what happened. Basically, I feel
like I could put it this way: he got Jesus’ kidneys, and Jesus
took Ben’s messed up kidneys on Calvary. There was an
exchange.

In John 15:13 Jesus says, “Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” Because of the
blood covenant, an exchange takes place. Jesus takes our death
and gives us His life in its place. There is no way we can
explain this; we simply have to trust and believe.

If you have been born again, you are a blood brother to
Jesus Christ. You have, in a sense, taken your wrists, placed
them against His bloody, nail-pierced wrists, and entered a
blood covenant with Him. That means that you have commit-
ted yourself to love Him, follow Him, obey Him, and live for
His interests and purposes alone. He has already demonstrat-
ed that He loves you and has your best interests at heart by
dying on the cross for you and giving you access through His
Spirit to all the resources that are His.

There is another dimension to this blood brotherhood. If
you are a blood brother to Jesus, that means you are also a
blood brother to every other person who claims the name of
Christ. Fellow believers, whether they are in your church or
anywhere else, are more than just friends; they are your blood
brothers, and you are theirs.
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This is a very holy and special relationship that we so
often take much too lightly. I am convinced that if we as West-
ern Christians would gain a better grasp of what it really
means to be in covenant with one another, much of our strife,
division, and infighting would simply go away. Those who
understand the concept of covenant regard it as a sober under -
taking with life-changing implications.

Generally speaking, Muslims understand and practice this
better than many Christians. In the Muslim world, honor is of
extreme importance. This is one reason why we rarely see or
hear a Muslim criticizing the words or actions of another Mus-
lim. They honor the old traditions of the covenant. If you were
to enter a Muslim home and say, “I receive the hospitality of
this house,” you would be safe from harm as long as you
remained under their roof. Even if they considered you their
enemy, for the sake of the age-old concept of covenant, they
would be honor-bound to afford you hospitality and protection.

Why can’t we as Christians learn to treat each other that
way? So many times I have seen fellowship in churches dis-
rupted by arguments over doctrine, or worship style, or music
style, or financial decisions. I have seen personal disagree-
ments between Christians blow up into anger and resentment
that lasts for years.

There are many reasons for this, not the least of which is
spiritual warfare, as satan sets his sights on sowing disruption
and discord among believers. I am convinced that part of the
problem, however, stems from the fact that so few of us truly
understand the concept of being in covenant with Christ and
with each other, and all that it implies.

Once we become blood brothers and blood sisters, the
covenants of God require that we act like blood brothers and
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blood sisters. That means loving one another, serving one
another, praying for one another, never speaking evil of one
another, always seeking one another’s good, always seeking
to build up one another, encouraging one another in the faith,
and appreciating one another’s gifts and unique contributions
to the Body of Christ. We belong to each other just as we
each belong to Christ. We have the same Father and the same
destiny, and we should reflect that in the way we treat each
other.

When Christians are quick to say any nasty things about
each other, it is a sad commentary on our lack of understand-
ing of what it means as the people of God to be blood broth-
ers in Christ. As James says, “So then, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;
for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of
God” (James 1:19-20).

I would rather die than break my covenant with Jesus.
Before I knew Him, I had absolutely nothing, but now He has
blessed me in ways far too numerous to count. He has healed
my sons and daughters. I owe everything to Him. He is my
blood brother, and I will never break faith with Him.

There is deep meaning to being a blood brother of Jesus.
A blood covenant carries a code of speech and behavior all its
own. Being in covenant means being part of a household of
faith, and being absolutely faithful and loyal to those who are
in covenant with us. It means being willing to pay the price,
willing to lay down our lives for each other as Jesus laid
down His life for us. Remember Jesus’ words, “Greater love
has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends”
(John 15:13).
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Keeping covenant means placing others’ good and wel-
fare above our own and living a lifestyle of holiness and self-
giving service. Paul wrote to the Philippians, “Let nothing be
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of
you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others” (Philippians 2:3-4).

We are partakers of a new covenant in the blood of Jesus,
and just as Christ has ministered that covenant to us, He has
called us to minister it to others: “Our sufficiency is from God,
who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant,
not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life” (2 Corinthians 3:5b-6). As ministers of the
blood covenant, we are ministers of life, because there is life
in the blood of Jesus—Ilife and power and blessings.
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Cbapter Six

BLEssiNGS OF THE BLoobp COVENANT

‘ 8 ) e in America have been richly blessed by God in our
natural resources, in our republican form of govern-
ment, and in our free society. Because we are a republic, we
have no monarchy, and, therefore, no real concept of what it is
like to live under a king. In some ways this is good, because
we enjoy more individual freedom. One drawback for Ameri-
can Christians, however, is that being raised in the tradition of
independence and self-reliance can make it harder for us to
understand how to relate to Jesus Christ as King of kings and
Lord of lords.

With our American system of checks and balances and
separation of powers, we do not know what it is like to live
under someone who holds absolute sovereignty. If we are dis-
satisfied with our leaders, we can throw them out of office on
election day. Kings are different. They come to power through
family line succession and generally reign for life. When we
become born again, we have to learn to make a mental adjust-
ment in order to submit ourselves to live under the absolute
sovereignty of Christ as King of kings.

My mother was a very generous woman, and she learned
her generosity from being raised in the royal houses of India.
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Traditionally, monarchs are surrounded by so much wealth
that they naturally become givers. Persons seeking an audi-
ence with the king would go away with not only their petition
granted, but also a token of the king’s generosity: an emerald
or a ruby or a pearl, or perhaps even a diamond. My mother
witnessed this all the time among the rulers in India, and gen-
erosity became part of her nature.

If earthly monarchs can be so generous in the sharing of
their wealth, should we not expect our Heavenly Father, the
King of the universe, to be even more generous? Jesus made
this point when He said, “If you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask
Him!” (Matthew 7:11) As a benevolent King, our Lord pours
out abundant gifts and blessings on all who are His under the
blood covenant.

The Exceeding Riches of His Grace

B y far the greatest blessing we have received from the Lord
is His saving grace. Without it, we would remain forever
lost and without hope. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul elo-
quently describes what God’s grace has done for us:

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised
us up together, and made us sit together in the heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in
His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and that not of
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yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast (Ephesians 2:4-9).

Even when we were dead in our trespasses and sins, God
“made us alive together with Christ.” He did not wait for or
demand that we change our lifestyle or “turn over a new leaf”
before He sent Jesus to die for us. He did this for us because
of His grace. The grace of God is His unmerited favor extend-
ed to us. In other words, God gives us His favor not because
we deserve it but because we need it. When we deserved judg-
ment, He showed us mercy. What we could not do for our-
selves because of our sin, God did for us—He saved us by His
grace.

God’s grace becomes effective in our lives when we exer -
cise faith in Christ, but even our faith is a gift from God. By
saving us from our sin, God displays “the exceeding riches of
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” God’s
grace is a gift, and the faith to believe is a gift. As King of the
universe, God delights to give gifts to His children.

What do you do when someone offers you a gift? You
reach out and take it. In order for a gift to become truly yours,
you must accept it. God has offered us the marvelous gift of
His grace, but we must accept it before it will do us any good.
So often we feel unworthy of receiving anything from God.
Once we understand the depth of our own sinfulness, we may
feel like the tax collector in Jesus’ parable in Luke 18:10-14,
who would not even raise his eyes toward heaven, but simply
cried out, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”

God is merciful to us. He is the King of kings and
extends to us not the justice we deserve, but the mercy we
need. When you are around a king, you try not to say or do
something foolish, especially if you are one of his subjects. If
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he is being gracious to you and offers you a gift, you don’t
stand there protesting, saying, “No, no, I can’t accept that. 'm
not worthy.” That may be how you feel, but instead of refus-
ing, you accept the king’s gift and say, “Thank you, your
Majesty.”

The grace of God is a gift none of us deserve but which
He gives freely. Our salvation—our righteousness or right
standing with God—is the result of His gift of grace, “not of
works lest anyone should boast.” That means we could never
be “good enough” to become right with God on our own. No
amount of good deeds or rule-keeping could ever earn us favor
with God. He offers it freely, and it is ours for the receiving.
We can get it no other way.

God’s grace toward us serves a purpose beyond simply
saving us. Continuing on, Paul says to the Ephesians:

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand that we should walk in them. Therefore remem-
ber that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are
called Uncircumcision by what is called the Cir-
cumcision made in the flesh by hands—that at that
time you were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world (Ephesians 2:10-12).

Once we come to Christ, we begin to learn who we real-
ly are. God “created [us] in Christ Jesus” so that we could
“walk” in “good works.” We do good works because we are
saved. As people redeemed from sin by the blood of Jesus, we
have a great destiny and a great purpose. Part of that destiny
is to spend our lives doing “good works” in Jesus’ name.
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Another part of our destiny is to spend eternity in the presence
and fellowship of our Lord, who has been preparing a place for
us for 2,000 years.

Without Christ, we were lost in the wilderness. There is
nothing more tragic than to die without knowing the Lord,
because then all hope is gone. One of the hardest things for me
to do, especially after many years as a pastor and an evangel-
ist, is to attend or conduct a funeral for someone I know was
not a believer. What can you say about someone in that situa-
tion? Just about the only thing you can do is minister to the
family members who are left behind. That is why it is so
important for us who know the Lord to proclaim the good
news of His saving grace to the world.

Brought Near by the Blood of Christ

I n the verses that follow, Paul continues to describe some of
the blessings we have received because we are partners in
the blood covenant in Christ:

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For
He Himself is our peace, who has made both one,
and has broken down the middle wall of separation,
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the
law of commandments contained in ordinances, so
as to create in Himself one new man from the two,
thus making peace, and that He might reconcile
them both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby putting to death the enmity. And He came
and preached peace to you who were afar off and to
those who were near. For through Him we both
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have access by one Spirit to the Father (Ephesians
2:13-18).

Once we were far away from God, separated from Him by
our sin, but now the blood of Christ has brought us near. His
blood cleansed our sin and in Christ we now have full access
to the Father and to all the riches and glory of His kingdom.
Christ Himself is our peace. He does not simply give us peace.
Jesus comes to dwell in our hearts through His Spirit and
brings peace with Him because He is peace.

Jesus brings us complete peace. In Hebrew, the word for
“peace” is shalom, which includes in its meaning such ideas as
being safe, well, happy, prosperous, and complete. In Eph-
esians 2:14, Paul uses the Greek word eirene, which refers to
peace in the sense of quietness, rest, and “to set at one again.”
In other words, when we give our lives to Christ, He comes
into our hearts and sets us at one with ourselves again. He
ends the internal conflict that divides our minds.

Three times in these verses Paul uses the word “both,”
referring to the Gentiles and the Jews. Through His death,
Jesus broke down the “wall of separation” between Jews and
Gentiles, putting an end to the enmity between them. Now, all
of us together are reconciled to God “through the cross” (or by
the blood) of Christ. This means that through Christ we “have
access by one Spirit to the Father.”

The blood of Christ has brought us near the Father. As
Paul explains, in Christ our status has changed from that of
aliens to citizens of the kingdom of God:

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and for-
eigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, having been built

102



BLEssiNGs oF THE BLoop COVENANT

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, in

whom the whole building, being joined fitted togeth-

er, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you

also are being built together for a dwelling place of
God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22).

Not only are we citizens of God’s kingdom, but we are
also members of His family, His “household.” Every house
needs a solid foundation, which in this case is, the apostles
and prophets of the early church. A cornerstone was used to
bind walls together and give them added strength. The Bible
uses the word “cornerstone” frequently as a symbol of
strength and prominence. In the household of God, Jesus
Christ Himself is the “chief cornerstone.” Every individual
believer comprises another “stone” added to the structure of
the “holy temple in the Lord” that the Spirit is building up as
a “dwelling place of God.”

A Habitation of the Spirit

One of the greatest blessings we receive from the blood
covenant with Jesus is that He builds us into habitations
for the Spirit of God, both as individual believers and collec-
tively as the church. Just imagine, the Spirit of the living God
dwells in us! He who is too great for the universe to contain
nevertheless abides with us as a continuing presence! It is a
concept almost beyond human comprehension.

The devil hates the whole idea. Nothing reveals his
defeat more clearly than Spirit-filled believers. That is why
we are targets for his attacks. Satan moves against anyone or
any place where God seeks to dwell. Therefore we must be care-
ful to guard His habitation jealously, whether our individual
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lives or our collective lives as the church of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

If we allow enmity, strife, jealousy, unbridled anger, evil
speaking, or other sins of the flesh to gain control, we will
grieve the Spirit and He will depart, leaving us desolate. This
does not mean that He no longer dwells in our hearts, but that
our fellowship with Him is broken. Without the Spirit of God
in active control of our lives, we open ourselves up to all kinds
of worldly, fleshly, sinful, and demonic influences.

When you and I came to Christ, God breathed His breath
of life, His pneuma, His Holy Spirit into us and we became
alive in Christ. When we come together with other believers in
a local church fellowship, the Lord breathes His life and power
through us as a corporate body, the Body of Christ.

It is so tragic, therefore, to see so many individual believ-
ers and churches who will not allow themselves to be habita-
tions of God’s Spirit because they deny many of the things of
the Spirit. “Oh, the Spirit is okay,” they say, “but we don’t
want any of that lifting of hands, or speaking in tongues, or
prophecy. We don’t accept any of that stuff.”

What they are really saying is they won’t accept a Holy
Spirit they cannot control. The Spirit is okay as long as He
doesn’t do anything “weird” or unexpected. As long as they
can keep the Spirit safely in a theological box of their own
design, they’re fine. Attempting to restrict the Spirit of God in
this manner amounts to rejecting Him. God’s Spirit will not be
controlled by human will or opinion. Where He is not wel-
comed, He simply departs.

Except for outer space, nothing survives long in a vacu-
um. If the departure of one thing creates a vacuum, something
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else will come along quickly to fill it. This is especially true
in the spiritual realm. Either we are filled with the Spirit of
God, or we will be filled with another kind of spirit. Jesus
gave a clear warning in this regard:

When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes
through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none.
Then he says, “I will return to my house from which
I came.” And when he comes, he finds it empty,
swept, and put in order. Then he goes and takes
with him seven other spirits more wicked than him-
self, and they enter and dwell there; and the last
state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it
also be with this wicked generation (Matthew
12:43-45).

God intends for us to be habitations for His Spirit. If we
reject the Holy Spirit, nothing is left except the spirit of the
enemy. This is what happened in Germany in the first part of
the 20th century. Church authorities in Germany rejected the
great visitation of the Holy Spirit that had begun with revivals
in Wales and in the Scandinavian countries. They said, “We
don’t want anything to do with the Holy Spirit.” So the Holy
Spirit stayed out of Germany. By rejecting the Holy Spirit, they
opened the door for the satanic spirit to gain a foothold. This is
one reason why the Nazis were able to come to power in Ger -
many in the 1930s. The demonic power of antichrist was the
driving force behind Nazism, and the German church had little
with which to fight it. Rejection of the Holy Spirit had ren-
dered them almost useless against such evil. Many German
churches and leaders even bought into the Nazi party line and
allied themselves with the party doctrines and agenda.
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In the aftermath of the horrors that Nazi Germany
unleashed on the world, many have asked in the years since,
“How could human beings do such things?” Fallen, sinful
human nature is capable of tremendous, almost unthinkable
evil. Coupled with the influence of demonic powers, human
beings can be quite hideous in their thoughts, actions, and
schemes. Virtually anything is possible.

It is a matter of spiritual warfare. Either the Holy Spirit
rules in our lives, or the devil will. Where the Holy Spirit has
been made welcome, anti-Semitism goes away, racism goes
away, and class envy, resentment, and pride go away. The Holy
Spirit makes us all one in Christ and gives us all equal access
to the Father and to the resources of His kingdom. As believ-
ers, we are habitations of God. Through His Spirit, God dwells

in us.

If you are serious about guarding yourself as a habitation
for God’s Spirit, be careful to control your tongue. Uncon-
trolled speech such as cursing (not only profanity, but also
speaking curses), gossip, negative speech, and speaking evil of
elders or others in the church can do indescribable damage.

Take care also to read, study, and meditate on the Word
of God, and to devote yourself regularly to prayer. Regarding
prayer, don’t neglect speaking in tongues, your special prayer
language of the Spirit. Consider the words of Paul, “Finally,
brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate
on these things” (Philippians 4:8).
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One Word, One Woman, One Sword

Receiving the blessings of the blood covenant is contin-
gent upon loyalty, faithfulness, and obedience to the
conditions of the covenant. It calls for oneness of mind and
purpose. Fidelity to the blood covenant is similar to a princi-
ple I learned being raised in an aristocratic Indian home: one
word, one woman, one sword.

“One word” meant that when you gave your word, you
would die before breaking it. No matter the personal cost or
how much trouble or hurt you might suffer as a result, you
would never break your word. As Christians, our word should
be our bond. No one should ever have any reason to question
our honesty or integrity because we were untrue to something
we said. Jesus said, “But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and your ‘No,’
‘No.” For whatever is more than these is from the evil one”
(Matthew 5:37). In other words, say what you mean, mean
what you say, and follow through. Keep your word.

“One woman” meant to be true to your relationships.
Marriage is a covenant: one man and one woman faithful for
life. The marriage covenant is such a powerful image that the
Bible uses it over and over to refer to God’s relationship to His
people. Israel’s unfaithfulness to God by worshiping idols is
described time and again as spiritual adultery—breaking of
covenant. For covenant men and women, adultery is not only
immoral, but also dishonorable. As with keeping your word, it
would be better to die than to be unfaithful either to your mate
or to your God.

“One sword” meant that your enemy is my enemy, and we
stand together. Going into battle is a serious thing. You never
fight unless you really mean it, for once you draw your sword
you will not put it back without blood on it. Sometimes this
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part of the promise was sealed with a “blood oath,” similar to
cutting a blood covenant, where each person would cut or
prick his arm or finger until the blood flowed as a sign of his
commitment to the other. The idea was to make a potential
enemy think twice before attacking. Alliances between nations
serve a similar purpose. The spirit behind “one sword” was,
“If you pick a fight with them, you have a fight with me.” It’s
all about loyalty.

A Covenant Between Kings

One of the most powerful illustrations of love, loyalty,
and covenant-keeping in all of Scripture is found in the
relationship between David and Jonathan. The story spans
parts of First and Second Samuel. Jonathan was the son of
Saul, Israel’s first king, and therefore natural heir to the throne
of Israel. David was a shepherd who had become a renowned
warrior in Israel for killing the giant Goliath and for other
exploits in battle. He had also been anointed to become
Israel’s second king. The son of the first king meeting the man
destined to become the second king sounds like a setup for
conflict, but it was anything but that.

Because of Saul’s disobedience, God had determined to
take the kingdom away from him and give it to David.
Although Saul surrendered more and more to the powers of
spiritual darkness, his son Jonathan was a godly man and a
great warrior.

David, for his part, was not greedy to be king. He was
willing to wait for God’s timing. On several occasions David
had the opportunity to kill Saul and take the kingdom, but he
refused to lift his hand against God’s anointed. David recog-
nized Saul as God’s chosen king, and would not take matters
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into his own hands. It is important that even when we see our
destiny, that we do not grab it impatiently, but let the Lord
bring us into it. That is what David did.

Perceiving David as a threat to his throne, Saul sought to
kill him. David was constantly on the run, hiding out in the
caves and the mountains as the leader of a band of other fugi-
tives. Many times they were only one short step ahead of being
caught and destroyed by Saul and his army. For a long time,
Jonathan was in the dark about his father’s murderous intent
toward David.

Even though he was the “rightful” heir to the throne as
Saul’s son, Jonathan recognized that God had anointed David
to be king instead. The Bible says that David and Jonathan
shared a love for each other that was deeper than the love
between brothers, and they made a blood covenant with each
other. After meeting in a field and devising a plan whereby
Jonathan would determine his father’s intentions and inform
David, Jonathan said:

“The Lord God of Israel is witness! When I have
sounded out my father sometime tomorrow, or the
third day, and indeed there is good toward David,
and I do not send to you and tell you, may the Lord
do so and much more to Jonathan. But if it pleases
my father to do you evil, then [ will report it to you
and send you away, that you may go in safety. And
the Lord be with you as He has been with my father.
And you shall not only show me the kindness of the
Lord while [ still live, that I may not die; but you
shall not cut off your kindness from my house forev-
er, no, not when the Lord has cut off every one of the
enemies of David from the face of the earth.” So
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Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David,
saying, “Let the Lord require it at the hand of
David’s enemies.” Now Jonathan again caused

David to vow, because he loved him; for he loved
him as he loved his own soul (1 Samuel 20:12-17).

Jonathan was saying to David, “I recognize you as the
Israel’s true king, and lay down my claim to the throne. In
return, show kindness to me and protect me as long as I live,
and no matter what happens to me, take care of my family.”

Some time later, Saul and Jonathan were both killed
while fighting the Philistines. When David heard the news, he
mourned deeply, not just for Jonathan but for Saul as well.
Despite all of Saul’s past efforts to kill him, David had only
good to say about the dead king and his son: “Saul and
Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives, and in their
death they were not divided; they were swifter than eagles,
they were stronger than lions” (2 Samuel 1:23).

Eating at the King’s Table

Saul and Jonathan were dead, and David was now king, just
as God planned. In ancient days when one king took over
the throne from another king, it was common practice for the
new king to kill the remaining members of the old king’s fam-
ily, particularly his sons and grandsons, to eliminate potential
threats to his rule. When word of the deaths of Saul and
Jonathan reached their homes, their families fled in haste,
probably expecting David to seek swift retribution.

Jonathan had a five-year-old son named Mephibosheth
who became crippled in his feet and legs after his nurse acci-
dentally dropped him in her haste to get away. His existence
unknown to David, Mephibosheth grew up in Lo-Debar, a city
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with long and well-established loyalties to Saul’s family. It is
quite possible that during those years Mephibosheth learned to
hate and fear David and wrongfully believe him responsible
for the deaths of Saul and Jonathan.

Once David’s reign was solidly established, he was quick
to act on his covenant promise to Jonathan:

Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of
the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for
Jonathan’s sake?”...And Ziba said to the king,

“There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his
feet.” ...Then King David sent and brought him out
of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo

Debar. Now when Mephibosheth the son of
Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he fell
on his face and prostrated himself, then David said,

“Mephibosheth?” And he answered, “Here is your
servant!” So David said to him, “Do not fear, for |
will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your
father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of
Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my

table continually” (2 Samuel 9:1, 3b, 5-7).

To this generous gesture on the king’s part, Mephi-
bosheth replied, “What is your servant, that you should look
upon such a dead dog as 1?”” (2 Samuel 9:8)

This may have been more than a simple expression of
humility; Mephibosheth may have considered himself a “dead
dog” because, as a member of Saul’s family, he had expected
David to kill him. Instead, he found himself in possession of
the estate that had previously belonged to his grandfather,
Saul. In addition, he ate at David’s table every day “like one
of the king’s sons” (2 Samuel 9:11). There was no higher
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honor in the land than to eat at the king’s table. Among other
things, this meant that Mephibosheth never had to worry
about making a living or having to fend for himself. David
treated Mephibosheth with kindness and generosity for Jona-
than’s sake. David’s blood covenant with Jonathan transcended
generations.

All the Promises of God

Paul says in Ephesians 2:1 that before we came to Christ
we were dead in our trespasses and sins. Like Mephi-
bosheth, we were “dead dogs” with regard to the kingdom of
God. God’s desire to intervene and bless humanity caused Him
to send His Son to die so that our sins could be forgiven. Jesus
took our sins upon Himself—yours, mine, and everybody
else’s—and with His own blood “cut covenant” with us. He
went before the Father and said, “My blood for their lives,”
and bought our redemption. Now everything that belongs to
Jesus also belongs to us.

The signs of the covenant are the cuts in the hands, feet,
and side of Jesus. When the Father sees those cuts, He remem-
bers the covenant and says to us, “I will show mercy and lov-
ing kindness to you for the sake of Jesus, My Son, who sealed
a blood covenant with His own blood on your behalf.”

Because we are beneficiaries of the blood covenant, all
the riches, promises, and blessings of God are ours. There are
conditions that we must satisfy in order to enjoy the full ben-
efits of the covenant. We must walk in obedience to the Word
and the will of God, be filled with the Spirit of God, and give
ourselves to be God’s “workmanship” to the nations, “created
in Christ Jesus for good works” (Ephesians 2:10). There is no
higher privilege than to partner with God in proclaiming the
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good news of redemption from sin through the blood of His
Son, Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords.

All the promises and blessings of God are yours. What do
you need today physically, emotionally, mentally, or spiritual-
ly? What are your family’s needs? Blood covenant transcends
generations. As you walk in the covenant, God blesses your
children and your children’s children through you. The blood
covenant in Christ makes it possible for you to stand in faith
and say, “Lord, I cry out for my children, my grandchildren,
and my great-grandchildren, that they will all serve You, the
living God.”

In the fellowship of the Body of Christ we share the
covenant meal, the wine and the bread, as a memorial to the
One who through His blood brought us into covenant with the
Father. The wine and the bread represent the new covenant in
His blood, and as often as we share it, we do so in remem-
brance of Him.

This covenant meal also reminds us that one day we will
sit at the King’s table, sharing His fellowship for all eternity.
In the meantime, we will face times when the devil will chal-
lenge us, saying, “Who do you think you are? After all, look at
what you did! You sinned here, you failed God over there; you
really blew it this time! Do you really think God cares about
you anymore?”’

Satan will try to make you think you are a “dead dog.” He
is an expert at that. Learn not to cooperate with him. When he
brings up those things up, just remind him, “Yes, I did those
things once, but now I am a child of the King of kings. He
washed me clean in His blood and now I am under the blood
covenant with Him, and will sit at His table in glory through
eternal ages.”
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Early in his second letter the apostle Peter wrote:

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowl-
edge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine
power has given to us all things that pertain to life
and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue, by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and precious promis-
es, that through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust (2 Peter 1:2-4).

Under the blood covenant, all the promises of God are
ours. He has given us everything we need to live holy and
godly lives. Through His promises we can partake of His
divine nature and be renewed in body, mind, and spirit from
the corruption of sin in the world. The Lord has promised to
supply all our needs through His riches in glory in Christ Jesus
(see Philippians 4:19). What does it cost us in return? Nothing
less than giving our lives to Him in obedience to His Word and
service to others in His name. He bought us with a price and
we belong to Him.

We have an awesome covenant with God, a blood
covenant with the King of kings, and it is something wonder-
ful. His privileges are for you, for me, for our families, and for
everyone who will believe on His name. Faith in Christ brings
us into the blessings of the blood covenant, which is made
effective on the basis of His blood given for our sins.

As in Jonathan Mephibosheth was blessed, in Jesus you
are blessed: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor,
that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthi-
ans 8:9). “God is able to make all grace abound toward you,



BLEssiNGs oF THE BLoop COVENANT

that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have
an abundance for every good work™ (2 Corinthians 9:8). All of
this is made possible through the blood covenant, and it all
belongs to you.






Ckapter Seven

PLEaDING THE BLooD

Some of the most popular programs on television these
days are the criminal justice series. Stories about law and
order, crime and punishment, and the judicial process natural-
ly appeal to many people because of their high drama and
emotion. A crime is committed, evidence is gathered, suspects
are investigated, and finally, one of those suspects is arrested
and formally charged with the crime. At the arraignment, a
judge asks the accused, “How do you plea?” If the accused
answers, “Not guilty,” the judge then sets a trial date. The
prosecution begins building its case against the accused, try-
ing to prove his or her guilt. At the same time, the defense
attorney works hard to prepare a defense that will counter the
prosecution’s case and at the very least create reasonable
doubt as to the guilt of the accused.

How do you plea? Are you guilty or not guilty? These are
questions we should all ask ourselves because we have an
adversary who is always accusing us, and we need to know
how to answer him. Like an aggressive prosecuting attorney,
satan is relentless in his accusations. He never lets up, and
unless we know where our defense lies, we have no hope of
defeating him.
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We cannot stand on our good deeds or our good inten-
tions, nor on the fact that we go to church, pray, read our
Bibles, and give our tithe. No amount of our “goodness” is
sufficient to overcome the devil’s accusations or the reality of
our own sinfulness. Isaiah 64:6 says, “But we are all like an
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags;
we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away.”

Our defense—our pl/ea—TIies only in the blood of Jesus.
His blood alone can take away our sins. His blood alone can
answer the enemy’s charges. Remember that we overcome our
accuser “by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of [our]
testimony” (Revelation 12:11). When we learn to plead the
blood of Jesus, we will be able to silence all of satan’s accusa-
tions against us and build a hedge of protection around our-
selves, our families, our churches, and our circumstances.

Imagine the scene: you are standing before the bench in
the courtroom of the Lord God Almighty, the great Judge over
all the earth. On one side of you stands your adversary, the
devil, flinging accusation after accusation about all your sins,
mistakes, and failures. On the other side, as close to you as a
brother, stands your Advocate and Counselor, the Lord Jesus
Christ, the best defense attorney you could ever have.

The more the devil accuses you, the worse you feel. He
talks about the times you lied, cheated, or stole, and the times
you used harsh and hateful words toward your spouse or your
children. He brings up all the times you let God down. He
calls you worthless, no-good, and unworthy of anything other
than the harshest sentence. As the charges mount, you feel a
desperate desire to speak up in your own defense, but your
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Advocate gently squeezes your arm as if to say, “Be patient
and hold your peace.”

Finally, the Judge turns His eyes on you and asks, “How
do you plea?” Your Advocate replies for you, saying, “My
client pleads the blood of Jesus.” The Judge raps His gavel on
the bench and declares, “So be it! Not guilty!”

It’s that simple. The blood of Jesus—and only the blood
of Jesus—can silence the enemy’s accusations. No matter how
long your “rap sheet” or how serious your offenses, the blood
of Jesus can wipe your slate clean.

No Self-Defense

It has been said that he who serves as his own counsel has a
fool for a client. Whenever we face off with the devil or go
before God, the Righteous Judge, we should never try to
defend ourselves. We have no self-defense. First of all, if we
go against the devil in our own strength or wisdom, we will
lose every time. Second, when we stand before God as sinners,
we have nothing of our own to offer that is good enough to win
our acquittal.

We certainly cannot plead innocence; that would be a lie.
Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” Neither can we claim our own goodness or
merit as a defense. “But Lord, I am really a good person. Just
look at all my good deeds. I am good to my family; I help wid-
ows and orphans; I coach Little League; I tithe at church; and
I give generously to charities. I don’t smoke and I don’t chew
and I don’t hang with folks who do. I have never kicked the
dog, and I have never ever cheated on my taxes!” All those
things are commendable, (and they may even be true!), but if
we try that line of reasoning with God, He will declare us
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guilty for sure. Good deeds and right living are not the basis
for our righteousness and innocence before the Lord.

Instead, we would be much better off listening to our
Advocate because He knows much more about our situation
than we do. His counsel is, “Don’t try to defend yourself.
Plead the blood of Jesus; plead My blood. My blood will speak
for you and say, ‘Mercy, Father, and forgiveness, for this one

29

is innocent.

If we learn to rely solely on the blood that Jesus Christ,
the Lamb of God, poured out on our behalf, we will win every
time. The devil can counterfeit many things, but he cannot
counterfeit the blood of Jesus. He has absolutely no answer for
it or defense against it. When we plead the blood of Jesus,
nothing satan brings against us will stand—mno lie, no slander,
no accusation, no condemnation, no guilt, no shame. In every
instance we overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word
of our testimony.

It is important, therefore, that we trust the Lord and com-
mit ourselves fully to Him, placing our faith in what He has
done for us rather than trusting in ourselves. We must not be
like the seven sons of Sceva in Acts 19:13-16, who did not
know the Lord but tried to exorcise demons “by the Jesus
whom Paul preaches,” only to be beaten up and run off by the
evil spirits.

Secondhand knowledge of the Lord is not enough; we
have to know Him personally. Being washed in the blood of
Jesus is a personal experience. Through faith we must know
what Christ has done for us and won for us through His death,
burial, and resurrection.
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How well do you know the gospel, the good news of the
Lord Jesus Christ? Could you tell someone else about the heal -
ings of Jesus, His casting out of demons, or His teachings in
the Sermon on the Mount? Most important of all, could you tell
that person about how Jesus came to save him or her from sin,
how He died on the cross, was buried, and three days later rose
from the dead? That and that alone is the basis of our salvation.

The Blood of the Lamb: Our Protection

!\ /l any believers are confused by the expression “plead-
ing the blood of Jesus.” Even some of the folks who

use the expression don’t truly understand what it means. Let’s
put it in context. The blood of Jesus is the weapon we use
against the accusations of the enemy. Pleading the blood is the
tactic, or the manner in which we wield the weapon.

God told the Israelites in Egypt how to protect them-
selves against the judgment that was coming on the land. All
they had to do was swab their doorposts with lamb’s blood. In
the natural, that seemed an unlikely protection. The spiritual
realm, however, operates on different principles from the
physical. Once the Israelites were “under the blood,” the
destroyer could not touch them. The Egyptians had no such
protection, and millions of their firstborn died that night.

Like those ancient Egyptians, we all have a divine
appointment before the judgment seat of God. As with the
Israelites, however, protection is available to us. Someone said
that just as the safest place to be in the midst of a raging for-
est fire is where the fire has already burned, the safest place to
be at the judgment is at the cross, where judgment has already
passed. When we place ourselves “under the blood” of Jesus at
the cross, satan’s accusations lose their force and power. The
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sentence of condemnation is lifted from our heads. Jesus bore
it away and set us free. Our “Egypt” of sin and bondage lies
behind us and our “promised land” of grace, peace, health,
prosperity, and redemption stretches before us.

We need to learn how to aggressively plead the blood of
Jesus in intercession over our families, our children and
grandchildren, our churches, our leaders, the people of our
nation and, indeed, of all nations. These are dangerous times in
which we live, and our enemy is hard at work. Satan and his
minions have always been busy, but over the last century we
have witnessed new levels of evil never seen before. The spir-
it of antichrist is loose in the world.

Here are just a few examples. The Nazis under Hitler
annihilated 6 million European Jews and plunged the world
into its worst war in history. As dictator of the Soviet Union,
Joseph Stalin carried out multiple “purges” in which he mur-
dered millions of his own people. During his nine years in
power, Idi Amin, the “Butcher of Uganda,” killed as many as
500,000 people in his country, including thousands upon thou-
sands of Christians. Images and reports coming from Iraq in
the wake of the recent war have revealed to the world much
more than was previously known of the full extent of Saddam
Hussein’s repression, brutalization, and terrorization of the
Iraqi people. More Christians were martyred for their faith
during the 20th century than during all previous centuries
combined.

International terrorism has been a growing problem for
decades, but has accelerated dramatically since the 1970s. The
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon
on September 11, 2001 brought the shock, the horror, and the
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fear—as well as a new sense of vulnerability—close to home
for all Americans.

It is not just us, however. In 1998, terrorists blew up the
U. S. embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, killing 291 and wounding
over 5,000. Most of the dead and wounded were Kenyans. Five
years later, in November, 2002, another terrorist attack in
Kenya destroyed the Paradise, an Israeli-owned hotel in the
coastal city of Mombasa. Fifteen people were killed and
scores injured. Once again, most of the victims were Kenyan.

I was raised in Mombasa many years ago. It is a beauti-
ful city, and I had many friends within several of the various
tribes. Most of the tribes are poor, and one tribe in particular
that I remember loved to sing and dance while playing home-
made drums. On the day of the terrorist attack, a group of per-
formers from this tribe had gone into Mombasa to welcome
Israeli visitors to the Paradise hotel. They didn’t earn much,
perhaps a quarter a day, but they loved to sing and dance and
play their drums. It was during their performance that the ter-
rorists struck. Many of the dead were from this performing
group who had simply come to the city to welcome the
tourists.

The terrorists responsible for these acts are a vicious,
hate-filled enemy driven by a fanatic and deluded devotion to
a false religion. They are the enemy of all decent people in the
world. Lest we lose our perspective, however, we need to
remember that they are inspired by the greatest enemy of all:
satan and all his evil principalities. These people need not our
hatred, our anger, or even our pity; they need our prayers and
our intercession. The same Christ who set us free with His
blood can also set them free, and He wants to.
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As followers of Christ, we have the responsibility and the
calling from the Lord to plead the blood of Jesus for ourselves,
our families, our households, our cities, and wherever we go.
The church of Jesus Christ has been given a mighty weapon
that can not only protect us but also bring down the strong-
holds and kingdom of the enemy, and we must learn to wield
it with boldness and confidence. Our Lord has given us the
commission and the authority to do so.

With the hazards of life in the modern world, we certain-
ly should be thankful for the soldiers, sailors, marines, airmen,
police, and others who put their lives on the line to protect our
life and liberty on a daily basis. At the same time, we must
never forget that our primary weapon in the struggle is the
blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. When we plead the blood of
Jesus, we can cover and protect our spouses, our children, our
friends, our neighbors, our church family, our spiritual lead-
ers, our civic leaders—everyone.

The blood of Jesus is our protection, but we need to apply
it. The lamb’s blood afforded the Israelites no protection until
they applied it to their doorposts. Likewise, we must apply
Jesus’ blood to the “doorposts” of our lives. This means com-
ing together—praying, interceding, working, being faithful at
home and at church, loving the Lord and each other, and never
giving up. For the blood of Jesus to be effective, we must com-
bine action with belief. We overcome by the blood of the Lamb
and the word of our testimony. Our testimony is more than
spoken words; it is the witness of our daily lives. The blood of
Jesus is powerful, and we overcome by living according to
what we say we believe. Belief plus action will protect us and
give us the victory.
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Don’t Walk Away from the Blood Line

Pleading the blood opens up a whole dimension of fullness
and richness in the provision of God that most of us have
never imagined. Psalm 105:37 says, “He also brought them
out with silver and gold, and there was none feeble among His
tribes.” The verse refers to the exodus, when the children of
Israel left Egypt with “silver and gold”—the spoils of the
Egyptians—and went out with no sicknesses or infirmities of
any kind. The Lord healed them all.

God brought them out with silver and gold, and there were
none feeble among them. When we become one with the Word
of God through the blood of Jesus, this same privilege is ours.
If the enemy tries to attack your health, you can line yourself
up with the Word of God and say, “There are none feeble in our
midst.” Plead the blood for your back or your leg, or your
wife’s headaches or your son’s arm, or whatever the problem
may be. Claim the Word of God: “Lord, You said, ‘There are
none feeble in your midst.” I pray right now for my husband.
Heal my children. Let there be none feeble in our midst.”

If the enemy attacks one of your children physically or
emotionally, are you going to just sit back and let it happen, or
are you going to fight? Whether we like it or not, we are in a
war with an implacable enemy who is tireless and never gives
up. We have to be ready to fight for our children, our homes,
our blessings, our health, our finances; anything that is impor -
tant in our lives can become a target. Pleading the blood releas-
es a spiritual cover that protects and delivers us. It is not a
magical formula, but an exercise of faith. The blood of Jesus is
powerful, but the devil is relentless, and we must be aggressive
in our faith. Against the combined might of the blood of Jesus
and the word of our testimony, satan’s assault will collapse.
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If the blood of a lamb was able to deliver a nation of sever-
al million people out of slavery overnight, just think how much
more Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb can do in saving us, deliv-
ering us, healing us, and providing for us. “For indeed Christ,
our Passover, was sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7b).

As new covenant believers, we have every right to draw a
faith blood line that the devil cannot cross. By speaking words
of faith, we apply the blood over the doorposts of our lives and
on the outer edges of everything that belongs to us. However
far your sphere of authority or blessing extends, apply the
blood. No matter what, don’t leave the protection the blood
provides.

Some believers seem to think they can prance around any
time, drop in and out of church, say nasty things about their
pastor or fellow church members, go off in a huff, or just wan-
der around doing whatever they feel like doing. They don’t
realize how close to the fire they are dancing or that they may
get burned pretty soon. The Bible says that God is not mocked
and that whatever we sow we will reap. Anytime we walk away
from foundational truths, we’re headed for trouble. Don’t
expect the blessings and protection of the blood covenant if
you are not faithfully living according to the blood covenant.
The children of Israel thought they could, and it led to disas-
ter. Stay the course. Keep the faith. As you honor God, He will
honor you and bless you and cause all that you do to prosper.
Don’t ever walk away from the blood line.

The Scarlet Cord of Salvation

Our God is merciful, just, and loving. It is not His desire
that anyone perish and go to hell. He would much rather
bless than curse, save than condemn, and justify than judge.
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Even in the midst of judgment, God always extends the oppor -
tunity for deliverance for anyone who will repent and believe.

One of the best examples of this in all of Scripture
involves a woman named Rahab. Her story is so significant
that the writer of Hebrews mentions her in the “roll call of the
faithful” in chapter 11. It is only a brief statement, but enough
to relate what happened:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they
were encircled for seven days. By faith the harlot
Rahab did not perish with those who did not

believe, when she had received the spies with peace
(Hebrews 11:30-31).

Rahab was not born into the community of Israel, nor
was she a blood descendant of Abraham. She was a harlot
from the city of Jericho, a city and people so wicked in their
lifestyle and pagan practices that God had commanded that
they be utterly destroyed by the Israelites as judgment. Such a
pronouncement may seem harsh by our standards of thinking,
but God knew that the evil in Jericho was too deeply seated to be
rooted out. Judgment by total destruction was the only answer.
Yet, even in the midst of impending disaster, a way of escape
was available, and Rahab took advantage of it.

Shortly before the Israelites crossed the Jordan River and
entered the land of Canaan, Joshua dispatched two spies to
scope out the land, and especially Jericho. The spies found lodg-
ing at Rahab’s house. When word got out that Israelite spies
were in the city, Rahab hid the men under stalks of flax on her
roof. In helping them escape, Rahab asked for their protection:

1 know that the Lord has given you the land, that the
terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the
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inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of
you....The Lord your God, He is God in heaven
above and on earth beneath. Now therefore, I beg
you, swear to me by the Lord, since I have shown
you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my
father’s house, and give me a true token, and spare
my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and
all that they have, and deliver our lives from death
(Joshua 2:9, 11b, 12-13).

Rahab had come to the conclusion that the God of Israel
was the one true God. Expressing her faith to the two spies,
she cast her lot with Israel, pleading for her sake and on behalf
of her family to come under their protection. Israel as a nation
was under the blood covenant, and by seeking asylum for her-
self and her family, Rahab was in effect pleading the blood.
She was asking for acceptance into that same blood covenant.

The Israelite spies gave Rahab the answer she was hop-
ing for:
So the men answered her, “Our lives for yours, if
none of you tell this business of ours. And it shall
be, when the Lord has given us the land, that we will
deal kindly and truly with you....We will be blame-
less of this oath of yours which you have made us
swear, unless, when we come into the land, you bind
this line of scarlet cord in the window through
which you let us down, and unless you bring your
father, your mother, your brothers, and all your
father’s household to your own home. So it shall be
that whoever goes outside the doors of your house
into the street, his blood shall be on his own head,
and we will be guiltless. And whoever is with you in
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the house, his blood shall be on our head if a hand
is laid on him (Joshua 2:14, 17-19).

Rahab had asked for a token or a sign that she and her
family would be protected. The two spies told her to tie a scar -
let cord in the window of her house that overlooked the city
wall—the same window they were using to escape from the
city. This scarlet cord symbolized Rahab’s faith in God’s pro-
vision of blood under the old covenant. She made sure that the
symbol of that blood was tied securely because her life
depended on it, as well as the lives of her family. It was her
scarlet cord of salvation.

By the time the Israelites invaded Jericho, Rahab had
gathered all her family members under her roof. Although the
rest of the city and its inhabitants were destroyed, Rahab and
her family found protection and salvation under the blood:

And the young men who had been spies went in and
brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, her
brothers, and all that she had. So they brought out
all her relatives and left them outside the camp of
Israel....And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her
father’s household, and all that she had. So she
dwells in Israel to this day, because she hid the mes-

sengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho
(Joshua 6:23, 25).

Because of her faith in the Lord, Rahab was spared along
with her family and all their possessions. Eventually, she
became part of the ancestral line of Jesus Christ Himself.
Jesus was of the line of King David, and Rahab was David’s
great-, great- grandmother. The Lord can redeem any situa-
tion. Because of the blood covenant, one who was under the
judgment of total destruction was spared and became part of
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the line that brought the Lamb of God, the Savior of mankind,
into the world. Pleading the blood is powerful; it can change
our destiny and alter history.

Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb

Do you want spiritual protection in the day to day con-
flicts of life? Get into the habit of pleading the blood of
Jesus every day over your home, your children, their school,
your finances—every aspect of life. As believers, our souls are
forever secure in Christ, but we need to stay alert to the chal-
lenges and dangers that wait at every turn. There are all kinds
of negative or evil influences, philosophies, and spiritual
forces at work around us: political correctness, humanism,
communism, erosion of moral standards, sexual perversion,
denial of God, drugs, alcohol, religious cults and other false
religions—you name it. We must be ever on our guard or at
some point satan will trip us up and we will fall down.

When pleading the blood, we would do good to let Rahab
be our pattern and example. She pleaded for her parents, her
children, her brothers and sisters—everyone who was impor-
tant to her. We should do the same, regularly and aggressive-
ly. Now is not the time for half-measures. If a harlot, who had
no covenant with God, received by faith God’s protection for
herself, her family, and her possessions, how much more we as
believers in Christ and partakers of the blood covenant with
Him should be able to do with our faith!

Jesus Christ has redeemed us by His blood, and that
redemption can extend to everything and everyone within our
sphere of influence. Simon Peter wrote, “You were not
redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,
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but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Likewise, Paul told the Colossians, “He has delivered us
from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom
of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).

We are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. As Psalm
107:2 challenges us, “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy.” Not only
should we be busy pleading the blood, but we should be happy
to proclaim the Lord’s redemption wherever we go. The old
gospel hymn captures this thought so well:

Redeemed how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed through His infinite mercy,
His child, and forever I am.

There are different ways of speaking when pleading the
blood. Remember that this is no magic formula, but the appli-
cation by faith of a spiritual principle. Someone might say
simply, “I apply the blood of Jesus to this situation.” Another
might say, “I sprinkle the blood of Jesus on my home.” Still
someone else might proclaim, “I resist the evil one with the
blood of the Lamb.”

Another way is by figuratively drawing a blood line that
the devil cannot cross. Draw a blood line around your proper -
ty. If you are a businessperson or other professional, draw a
blood line around your business or practice. If you are a
teacher, draw a blood line around your school and around your
classroom. If you are a plumber or an electrician, you might
want to draw a blood line around your truck. By drawing a
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blood line you can cover your home, your business, your fam-
ily, and your possessions and protect them from the evil one.
You can say, “I apply the blood of Jesus to this situation,” and
bind the enemy’s power.

There is power in the blood of Jesus that sets everything
right, and His blood is working in us now to defeat every evil
work. First Peter 5:8-9 says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seek-
ing whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith,
knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world.” The more we learn to stand fast in
faith under the covering of Jesus’ blood, the more we will
overcome the attacks and accusations of the enemy.

This is a time of war, and it is imperative that we stand
fast and cry out for the protection of the blood of Jesus for our
households, for our children wherever they are, for our armed
forces, our government leaders, and our brothers and sisters in
Christ. The blood can keep us safe in perilous times.

There is a speaking power in the blood of Jesus. Hebrews
12:24 refers to “the blood of sprinkling that speaks better
things than that of Abel.” The blood testifies that Jesus has set
us free from every curse and made us partakers in the inheri-
tance of the saints. God worked when the blood of Abel cried
to Him. How much more mightily will He work when the
blood of Jesus, His own Son, cries out to Him!

By pleading the blood, we agree with what the blood says
concerning our total and absolute redemption and freedom
from the curse. We overcome our accuser by the blood of the
Lamb and the word of our testimony, and therefore total vic-
tory is ours. Paul said, “The weapons of our warfare are not
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carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds”
(2 Corinthians 10:4).

Some of those weapons are the name of Jesus, the Word
of God, and the precious blood of the Lamb. With such an
arsenal at our disposal, we cannot help but overcome. There is
power in the blood of Jesus: power to overcome every chal-
lenge and every adversary, and power to achieve complete and
total victory in Jesus’ name.
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Cbapter Cight

W ARFARE IN THE POWER OF THE BLooD

G od has revealed Himself through His Word, first
through His written Word, the Bible, and finally through
His incarnate Word, His Son, Jesus Christ. There is no other
revelation. No matter what form it takes, God’s Word is living
and dynamic, able to impact our lives and change the course
of history. Concerning the written Word, the writer of Hebrews
says:

The Word of God is living and powerful, and sharp-

er than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the

division of soul and spirit, and of joints and mar-

row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart (Hebrews 4:12).

The Bible is no dry and lifeless treatise on theology and
doctrine. It contains both, but in its essence it is the dynamic
expression of the heart of the living God.

With regard to Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word, the apos-
tle John had this to say:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God...And the Word became flesh
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and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth (John 1:1-2,14).

Jesus Christ is the ultimate and final revelation of God.
All we need to know about God we can learn by looking at
Jesus, for when we see Him we see the Father; when we know
Jesus we know the Father. Of course, God also gives us signs,
wonders, and miracles, but these do not constitute new revela-
tion. They merely accompany and confirm the revelation God
has already given in His Word.

When you come right down to it, knowing the Lord is all
the knowledge we really need. Don’t get me wrong; I have
nothing against academic study and scholarship. Intellectual
knowledge is important and beneficial, particularly when pur-
sued within the context of faith and knowledge of the Lord.

Many years ago I was invited to join Mensa, the world-
wide organization for intellectuals with genius-level 1Qs. I
declined because, for me, it would definitely have been a work
of the flesh. Part of me was interested, but I had a greater
desire to stay close to Jesus and the things of the Spirit. I was
determined to be like a child and simply trust the Word of
God. For me, even being a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord
was preferable to achieving great success in the world apart
from Him.

We are engaged in a great spiritual battle that we cannot
ignore. The Word of God can tell us everything we need to
know about the battle, the foes we face, the weapons at our
disposal, and strategies for victory. That is why we need to dis-
cipline ourselves to stay in God’s Word. All soldiers must go
through discipline and training, and we are no different.
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Ephesians 2:13 says that although we were once far away
from God, the blood of Christ has brought us near. When we
came near to the Lord, we experienced healing, salvation, and
deliverance. He redeemed us from the hand of the devil. Now
more than ever, our world needs this same redemption. Apart
from the blood and name of Jesus, life is hopeless, meaning-
less, and full of utter chaos. Just take a look around at all the
empty people living aimless and unfulfilled lives. Consider
the nations of people around the world caught in spiritual
darkness and oppressed by the fear and confusion of false reli-
gious systems. The world needs the blood of Jesus.

Study the Battlefield

Although the world needs Jesus, it is mostly under the
sway of satan and the principalities of darkness. The key
to our victory is the blood of the Lamb and the word of our
testimony. We conquer through the blood.

According to most historical accounts, just before the
Roman emperor Constantine won his pivotal victory against
his rival, Maxentius, at the Milvian Bridge on October 28,
312, he had a vision of a cross superimposed on the sun, and
the words In hoc signo vince (“In this sign, conquer”). Taking
the vision literally, Constantine ordered his troops to paint
crosses on their shields, and then went forth to win the battle.
Although nominally a Christian before this victory, Constan-
tine’s vision marked the time of his “conversion.” He became
the first Christian emperor of Rome and made Christianity the
official religion of the empire.

Unlike Constantine, ours is not primarily a physical or
earthly battle. It is a spiritual battle for the earth and for the souls
of men. The source of our success is the same as Constantine’s,
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however. We still must conquer in the sign of the cross, which
represents the blood sacrifice of Jesus, the Lamb of God. The
battle between Constantine and Maxentius could represent the
conflict between the people of God and the forces of the enemy,
with the outcome determining the course of civilization.

Evil and godlessness have infected our culture, the same
forces that have held other cultures and societies around the
world in spiritual bondage for centuries. This is an ongoing
struggle, not just a one-time event. It is important for us to
know how to use our weapons because we need them on a
daily basis. We need to keep on pleading the blood. We need
to keep on walking in the Spirit. We need to keep on living in
the Word of God. We need to keep on binding the powers of
darkness away from our society and our culture. We need to
keep on watching and praying.

Just as important, we must understand the nature of the
conflict. Good generals study the battlefield to get the lay of
the land before committing their troops to battle. Likewise, it
is important for us to study the battlefield before we enter the
conflict. Increasingly, satan is marshaling the forces and
institutions of society against the Lord, His Word, and His

people. We are at war with the devil, and our culture is the
battlefield.

Some time ago I saw a television interview of a young
woman who was fired from her job as a teacher’s aide because
she wore a small cross. The school administration insisted that
she take it off. She could not understand why, because she
wore the cross everywhere. We’re not talking about a big or
fancy cross that would draw a lot of attention, but a small and
rather inconspicuous one. Yet, she was told to remove it. When
she refused, she was fired.
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This did not occur in a communist or Muslim nation
somewhere; this happened in the good old U. S. of A. I think
it is likely that no one was truly offended by this woman’s
cross. The gurus of political correctness were afraid that
someone might get offended. The only ones who were offend-
ed were satan and his demons because even that one little
cross reminds them of what Jesus Christ did at Calvary. Forces
of evil are at work trying to silence the voice and eliminate the
influence of God’s people in this country.

In recent years the Boy Scouts of America have come
under fire because of their stance against homosexuality and
against the approving of homosexual scoutmasters. For years
the Boy Scout organization has been one of the participating
programs receiving annual funds through the United Way. The
Scouts use the money to conduct programs such as camps and
swim parties for inner-city kids during the summer. Not long
ago, the United Way in Miami/Dade County, Florida,
informed the Boy Scouts a month before the annual drive was
to begin that they would no longer be receiving any United
Way funds. The reason: the Boy Scouts refused to set up train-
ing programs for the acceptance of homosexuality and diver-
sity and for the teaching of gay views.

These are just two examples that reveal a little of the
nature of the tremendous spiritual war that is raging in our soci-
ety today. Traditional biblical and Christian values of morality
are being savagely and systematically attacked by a spirit of
hate, racism, anti-Semitism, and anti-Christian bigotry. The
war 1s not going to go away. We are right in the middle of it, so
we had better get our battle gear on and prepare to fight.

Gear Up for Battle

I he Lord has given us a strategy for conquering the
power of the enemy who would attack our children, our
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home, and our marriage. God wants us to be wise and alert to
the tactics of the enemy, “lest satan should take advantage of
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices” (2 Corinthians
2:11). He has also equipped us for the battle. In Ephesians
6:11, Paul tells us to “Put on the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

Having the proper weapons and equipment is vital for the
success of any army in the field. The Persian Gulf War in 1991
and the more recent war in Iraq showed us all that America’s
military personnel are the most well-trained and best-
equipped in the world. Soldiers on the ground in Iraq had
everything from helmets, Kevlar bullet-proof vests, and semi-
automatic rifles with computerized targeting systems to night-
vision goggles and handheld GPS devices to locate their
position with pinpoint accuracy.

Like the American soldiers in Iraq, we too have different
kinds of armor and equipment as soldiers in God’s army. Our
first step in preparing for battle is to put on the armor that the
Lord has given us. We have to take this seriously because we
are in a war zone, and war is serious business. Being a soldier
is not a lark.

In the movie Private Benjamin, Goldie Hawn portrays a
rich and spoiled young Jewish woman who tries to escape her
problems by joining the army. After seeing recruiting posters
depicting pictures of foreign countries, she thought she would
get to do a lot of fun travel and visit all sorts of resorts and
such places. She expected the army to be a lark. What she
found, however, was weeks of intensive basic training, strict
discipline, and instruction in the techniques of modern war-
fare. All the while she was protesting, “I didn’t sign up for
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this!” Being a soldier turned out to be quite different from
what she expected.

God does not want us to be like Private Benjamin; He
wants us to know exactly what we “signed up” for as His sol-
diers. Under His command, we are to take on and conquer the
powers of darkness. As we go forth to do battle for God’s
agenda and purposes, we will experience victory in our per-
sonal lives as well. Much of our success depends on being
properly equipped for battle. That is why we need to put on our
armor daily.

Paul describes our armor in detail:

1. “Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth”
(Ephesians 6:14a). Knowledge of the truth comes through
the Word of God. Truth will counter the lies of the enemy.

2. “...having put on the breastplate of righteousness” (Ephe-
sians 6:14b). Just as a breastplate guards our physical
heart, righteousness guards our spiritual heart, keeping
us pure and holy.

3. “...and having shod your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace” (Ephesians 6:15). We wear the shoes of
the gospel, which is the inspiration and motivation for
everything we do. Just as our feet take us places, we take
the gospel wherever we go.

4.  “...above all, taking the shield of faith with which you
will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked
one” (Ephesians 6:16). “Faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). Knowing
God’s Word builds our faith, and faith shields us against
the personal attacks and accusations of the enemy.
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“And take the helmet of salvation” (Ephesians 6:17a). A
helmet protects our head and brain, which houses our
mind, the seat of our reasoning. It is through our minds
that satan often attacks, but it is also through our minds
that we understand and believe God’s truth.

“...and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”
(Ephesians 6:17b). A sword is both an offensive and a
defensive weapon. God’s Word defends us against the lies
and deceptions of satan, but it also assaults and brings
down his strongholds.

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance
and supplication for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18).
Prayer is like a battlefield commander staying in touch
with headquarters: receiving new orders, coordinating
the troops in the field, and requesting reinforcements and
air support. Prayer is essential because it pulls everything
else together.

Don’t Back Down

Our armor is spiritual in nature because we are fighting a
spiritual war. In Ephesians 6:12 Paul says, “For we do

not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
When we do battle against evil spirits we follow the example
of our Lord. The moment Jesus returned from His 40-day fast
in the wilderness and initiated His public ministry, He began
confronting demonic spirits. As He preached and taught in the
synagogues and in private homes and on the hillsides, demons
often manifested, screaming out, “You are the Son of God!”
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Jesus cast out demons, but He also ordered them to be silent
about who He was.

The spiritual forces of darkness rise up to oppose the
Lord and all who follow Him. They are quite adept at using
societal influences to put pressure on God’s people. Often, we
are tempted to cut and run when our stand for Christ meets
with resistance. When we stand up for traditional family val-
ues and against homosexuality, society labels us “intolerant
bigots” and “hate-mongers.” When we stand for sanctity of
life and against abortion, society says we are trying to repress
women and encouraging violence against abortion providers.

In the months following the war in Iraq, Lieutenant Gen-
eral William Boykin, head of the Pentagon’s counterterrorism
intelligence team and a committed Christian believer, was
raked over the coals in the media because, while speaking to
Christian congregations, he dared to characterize Islam as a
false religion and the war on terrorism as a spiritual conflict.
That these things are true was apparently beside the point. In
exercising his constitutional rights of freedom of speech and
freedom of religion, General Boykin offended the sensibilities
of the politically correct elite and left many in the liberal
establishment screaming for his head.

No matter how daunting or intimidating the opposition
appears to be, as soldiers we are called to stand firm and never
back down. That is what Jesus did. Jesus never caved in to the
opposition. He never backpedaled or reversed Himself
because someone did not like what He said. No one ever
heard Jesus say, “Oh, Me! I’m sorry! I apologize for offend-
ing you! I realize now that it was not politically correct for Me
to criticize other people’s lifestyle choices. Go ahead, do what
you want. Everything’s okay. Adultery? Fine. Sodomy? No
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problem. Spiritual warfare? Nothing but superstition. I’'m
sorry I rocked the boat. I’ll be more careful next time. It won’t
happen again.”

That’s not the Jesus / know! The Jesus I know stood firm
and unshakable against all evil and wickedness until opposi-
tion grew to a tidal wave of hatred and hostility that slammed
against Him with full force and nailed Him to a cross, only to
fall in defeat after all when He rose from the dead. Jesus said,
“As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21b).
The Lord is training us to stand as He stood and fight as He
fought. He is preparing us for warfare so that we can be watch-
men to help bless and protect our homes, our marriages, our
children, our neighborhoods, our cultures, and our nations. As
soldiers of the Lord, we have to take responsibility for the ter-
ritory assigned to us. Part of that responsibility is to under-
stand the enemy we face.

Know Your Enemy

et’s take an inventory of some of the evil spirits that we
may confront in battle.

And that very hour He cured many of infirmities,
afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He
gave sight (Luke 7:21).

In the Greek, “evil spirits” in this verse is TOVNPOG
vevud (poneros pneuma). The word poneros is derived from
a word that means “anguish” or “pain,” and another word that

29 ¢

means “worthless,” “corrupt,” or “degenerate.” In addition to
“evil,” poneros could be translated as “bad,” “lewd,” “mali-
cious,” or “wicked.” This is the kind of malignant spirit that
causes people to feel a burdensome yoke, as though a tremen-

dous physical weight or toil is pressing on them. Once satan
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gets a foothold, he will take more and more until a person
feels worn down by life. Sometimes people feel tired and
worn down and doctors cannot find any physiological or psy-
chological reason for it. The problem may be oppression by a
poneros spirit.

When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes
through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none
(Matthew 12:43).

The Greek word for “unclean” here is okoTOOPTOG
(akathartos), which also means “impure,” “lewd,” and “foul.”
Its literal meaning is “not cleansed.” This is a foul, filthy, vile
spirit of the kind who drives people to do some unspeakable
things. I read a while ago how the city of Toronto was devas-
tated by the kidnapping and murder of a young girl around 12
years old. Her horribly abused and mutilated body was found
a day and a half later, and authorities believe she was sexual-
ly assaulted and raped before she was killed. People ask, “How
could anyone do such a thing?” Although there is enough evil
in the human spirit alone to explain such wickedness, often an
akathartos spirit may also be at work.

And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of
infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and
could in no way raise herself up. But when Jesus
saw her, He called her to Him and said to her,
“Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.”
And He laid His hands on her, and immediately
she was made straight, and glorified God (Luke
13:11-13).

“Infirmity” here is aioOevela (astheneia). The word also
carries the meanings “feebleness,” “sickness,” and “weak-
ness.” This spirit manifests itself in weakness where a person
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lacks physical strength. Sometimes other disease symptoms
are evident. Although disguised as an illness, this is an evil
spirit. As these verses show, Jesus came to deliver us from our
infirmities.

Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a cer-
tain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination
met us, who brought her masters much profit by for-
tune-telling. This girl followed Paul and us, and
cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of
the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of
salvation.” And this she did for many days. But Paul,
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her.” And he came out that very hour (Acts
16:16-18).

In this instance, Paul encountered and cast out a spirit of
divination. The word “divination” translates the Greek word
[Tvbwvog (Puthonos) or “Python,” a proper name derived
from “Putho,” the region where the famed oracle of Delphi
was located. Under the influence of this spirit, the slave girl
served as a soothsayer and brought her masters much profit.
People with a spirit of divination may say some things that are
true and demonstrate knowledge that they could not otherwise
know. The Holy Spirit will give us discernment regarding
whether such a spirit is present. One way to tell the difference
is that genuine prophecy, because it comes from the Holy Spir-
it, will always glorify Jesus; a spirit of divination will not.

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the devil and satan, who deceives the
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him (Revelation 12:9).

146



WARFARE IN THE PowER OF THE BrLoobD

This verse calls the devil a deceiving spirit. In Greek the
word is TAavaw (planao), which means “to lead astray” or “to
cause to wander.” Through trickery and deceit, this spirit seeks
to cause people to roam from safety, truth, or virtue. The dan-
ger to believers is that this spirit tries to seduce and entice
them to turn away from the Word of God, from walking in obe-

dience to the covenants of God, and from faithful involvement
in the Body of Christ.

Many times, a deceiving spirit is behind a person’s deci-
sion to join a cult. Sometimes it seduces men or women away
from their spouses and into adulterous affairs by deceiving
them into believing that the affair will meet a need in their
life. The words or thoughts of a lying spirit may sound rea-
sonable and logical, but they will not glorify Christ or agree
with God’s Word. This is one more reason why we need to get
into and stay in the Scriptures. Thorough knowledge of the
truth of God’s Word will help us recognize the lies of a deceiv-
ing spirit.

Before serial killer Ted Bundy was executed in Florida,
he gave an exclusive interview to Dr. James Dobson of Focus
on the Family. In the interview, Bundy acknowledged that he
had been ensnared by pornography at an early age, and his
addiction to it was part of what drove him to murder young
women. At some point, he was taken over by a demonic spirit.
Here was a handsome, intelligent man with “guy-next-door”
appeal who opened the door to the devil in his life and became
one of the most monstrous murderers in our history.

Evil spirits will consume the unwary and destroy their
lives. Simon Peter warned, “Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seek-
ing whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). We must always stay
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alert to the tactics of the enemy. The church is the vanguard of
God’s invasion force to free the world from the grip of satan’s
domination. He has given us the authority to overcome the
devil and the responsibility to point people to Jesus so He can
set them free. It is a responsibility we must take seriously.

Don’t Shirk Your Responsibility

S atan was thoroughly and permanently defeated 2,000
years ago at the cross when Jesus bought our redemption
with His blood. The devil’s final destruction awaits the time
of the last judgment, when he will be thrown into the “lake of
fire” to be “tormented day and night forever and ever” (Rev-
elation 20:10). For now, however, satan and his legions are
living on borrowed time, and as their time grows short, they
become more and more desperate. Although ultimately defeat-
ed, the powers of darkness are still a formidable force to reck-
on with.

As believers and soldiers in the army of the Lord, we
have not only the authority but also the responsibility to bind
the evil spirits and principalities and to use our spiritual armor
and weapons to engage in warfare for the sake of our children
and our fellow believers, as well as for all who do not yet
know the Lord. Jesus commanded:

Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. He who believes and is baptized will be
saved; but he who does not believe will be con-
demned. And these signs will follow those who
believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they
will speak with new tongues; they will take up ser-
pents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by
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no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick,
and they will recover (Mark 16:15-18).

Our first priority is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ
so that people who do not know Him can have the chance to
place their faith in Him and receive eternal life. Many indi-
vidual believers and churches stop there. They know little
about spiritual gifts, signs and wonders, or spiritual warfare. I
have been to places where the need for spiritual warfare was
obvious to me, but when I asked some church leaders what
they were doing about it, they said, “Well, we don’t really
believe in that stuff. We’re more into praising and worshiping
the Lord.”

I am all for praising and worshiping the Lord too, but
there also comes a time when we have to fight. The war is
already here. Since it is unavoidable, we have to decide how
we are going to deal with it. It is tempting sometimes to desert
the front lines and retreat to the rear. We cannot afford to shirk
our responsibility. Our children are being taken captive by
godless humanistic philosophies, evil music with violent,
obscene, anti-God, or anti-Christian lyrics, sexual perversions,
and social and moral values that are in direct opposition to
God’s Word. Satanic spirits lie behind these influences. Some-
one in the church needs to learn to do warfare. We need to
learn to come together in agreement in Jesus’ name and plead
His blood over our society.

Some people will never get delivered, but we can cer-
tainly so cleanse and protect our neighborhoods that when
sexual predators drive by looking for young children, as in
Toronto (and countless other places), they will not succeed
because holy angels of God are guarding the area with drawn
swords in response to the faithful and fervent prayers of
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believing people. These kinds of things affect all of us. Our
responsibility as believers is to take charge of the spiritual
environment through intercession and pleading the blood. This
is part of the anointing and the mantle that Jesus passed to His
church.

It’s great to enjoy the glory. It’s wonderful to worship and
praise the Lord, but there are also times when we have to get
“down and dirty” and go to work. We have enjoyed a great
meal and a tasty dessert, but now it is time to clean up. It may
not be fun, but it needs to be done. We cannot simply keep sit-
ting at the table. Cleanup is part of the celebration. Spiritual
warfare comes with the Christian life. It is part of our training
and part of our calling. Let’s not shirk our responsibility. There
is no room in God’s army for slackers.

Power in the Blood

T here is nothing the enemy fears more than the blood of
Jesus. I believe satan fears the blood of Jesus more than
he fears the Word of God. When the devil tempted Jesus in the
wilderness, he even used Scripture in his efforts to turn the
Lord to his will. Jesus is the living, incarnate Word of God,
and satan attacked Him every chance he got, culminating in
the crucifixion, where the devil thought he had finally won.
Satan fears the blood of Jesus because he has no response to
it; no answer and no counterfeit. He fears the blood of Jesus
because it is the proof of his defeat and doom.

The blood sacrifice of the Lamb of God is the central
theme of the Bible. The Bible contains 290 references to the
love of God, over 400 references to the blood, and 1,300 refer-
ences to the atonement—the saving work that Christ did on the
cross. Every mention of sacrificial blood in the Old Testament,
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from the Passover blood on the Israelites’ doorposts in Egypt
to the blood sprinkled on the altar by the high priest on the
Day of Atonement, points to the blood of Jesus on the cross in
the New Testament. Jesus did a complete work at Calvary.
Nothing remains to be done. His blood is sufficient to cleanse
all the sins of mankind. One drop of His blood is enough to
destroy satan’s kingdom. That is why the devil fears the blood
of Jesus. There is power in the blood.

The blood of Jesus has the power to draw us closer to
God. We who were once far away from God have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. His blood gives us the power to
overcome every evil spirit and every weapon that is fashioned
against us. It strengthens our faith and gives life to our prayers
because it is only through the blood that we can come into the
presence of the Father.

Blood is a living thing. Like our skin or stomach or heart,
our blood is a living organ of our body. The life of every other
organ depends on it. If we lose too much blood, we die. If
blood circulation is cut off, those parts of the body that do not
receive it will die. Our life is in our blood.

How much more, then, in the realm of the spirit does the
blood of Jesus give us life! His blood avails for us, and we
need to learn afresh to plead His blood over ourselves, over
our families, and our children for health and protection, and
for the power to overcome the forces of evil that war against
us. There is power—and victory—in the blood of Jesus. The
old gospel hymn states it so well:

Would you be free from the burden of sin?
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood;
Would you o’er evil a victory win?

There’s wonderful power in the blood.
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CbapterWine

ToTAaL DELIVERANCE IN THE LAMB

I believe that today we are in a time of the greatest out-
pouring of evil spirits in the history of the world. Demons
that have been kept “on ice” so to speak for thousands of years
are being released on the world in a flood. The devil is des-
perate because he knows his time is short.

One day years ago I had a vision in which I saw people
running around frantically trying to escape from large vampire-
like, bat-like creatures that were attacking them. The creatures
had huge teeth like a shark’s and were biting the people on
their backs and necks. Then I saw letters on the backs of the
bats. One bat was called divorce, another, addiction, and
another, cancer. There were also other bats called abortion,
suicide, and depression. All of them attacked relentlessly, bit-
ing and chewing on their victims who cried out in pain as they
tried desperately to get away.

Demons thrive on negative energy. They love depression
and discouragement. Nothing makes them happier than when
husbands and wives argue. Negative energy makes them stronger.

In my vision, a woman stood up wearing a gorgeous
white dress like a wedding gown. She was beautiful, but also
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looked somewhat fragile. As I watched, the woman raised her
hands and started making flicking motions at the bats. Sud-
denly, the bats began to smoke, then burst into flames.
Screaming and shrieking, they shriveled up and disappeared.
With the bats gone, healing came to the people who had been
under attack. The more I looked, the more I could see that a
multitude of people—thousands upon thousands—had been
totally delivered.

“Lord,” I asked, “who is this woman?”

The Lord replied, “That is My bride. The world thinks
My bride has no power. They have said all kinds of things
against My church. She is My beloved. I am coming for My
beloved, but before I do, every nation, as well as every demon,
every principality, and even satan himself will know who My
bride is.”

Then I asked, “But Lord, what was she doing with her
hands? What was the flicking motion all about? What did she
do that made the bat-like creatures burn up and disappear?”

“Don’t you understand?” the Lord answered. “She was
sprinkling My blood.”

The Truth Shall Make You Free
‘ x 7 e live in a world where evil often appears invincible.

Challenges, obstacles, and setbacks in life look insur-
mountable. Sometimes it seems as though the harder we try
the worse our situation becomes. We begin to feel like Alice in
Wonderland when she said, “The hurrier I go, the behinder 1
get!” Life can become a drag and a burden, with no visible
way out. Such an attitude creates a ripe environment for
demonic activity to flourish.
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No matter how hopeless a situation may appear, we never
know the truth about any situation until we hear from Jesus.
Not only is He the source of truth, He is truth. Jesus told His
disciples, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Even a “hope-
less” situation is never hopeless when we see it through Jesus’
eyes.

Without truth there can be no freedom. That is why com-
munism, fascism, Nazism, and other totalitarian systems
through the centuries have hated the Bible. They fear truth
because truth leads to freedom. Totalitarian states control their
citizens through fear and ignorance. They become masters of
misinformation in order to keep the people from knowing the
truth. In the case of religious totalitarian states, such as those
with radical, fundamentalist Islamic governments, the leaders
themselves are caught up in the ignorance, zealously propa-
gating a false religion they believe to be true.

Millions of people worldwide are in spiritual or even
social and political bondage and need to be freed. Freedom
comes in knowing the truth, and truth is found in the Word of
God because the Word of God points to Jesus who is truth.
Jesus tried to explain this to a group of Jews who were having
trouble understanding:

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If
you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” They answered Him, “We are Abra-
ham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage
to anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be made
free?’ ” Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, |
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.
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And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but
a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you
free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:31-36).

People without Christ are in sin, and sin is bondage,
darkness, and ignorance. Christ brings freedom, light, and
knowledge of the truth. The way we stay in the truth is by
abiding in His Word.

Part of our freedom in Christ is deliverance, whether
from pain or disease, addiction, demonic oppression or pos-
session, emotional or psychological problems, mental illness,
anger, hate, bitterness, or whatever. Once people truly under-
stand the freedom that is available in Jesus, they rush to get
delivered.

Once when I was holding a series of evangelistic and
healing meetings in the African nation of Zambia, we con-
ducted a deliverance service. These African people had gone
to witch doctors all their lives, even though Christian mission-
aries had evangelized their country beginning a century earli-
er. Many of these people knew Jesus, but knew nothing of His
power to deliver because no one had ever told them.

The missionaries had said, “You must believe in Jesus,
but don’t pray for healing or for the casting out of demons.
Jesus does not do those things anymore. Satan and his demons
are really just figments of the imagination. Jesus was simply
trying to give us spiritual truth.”

A century later, I was standing in front of thousands of
Zambians who needed deliverance of some kind or another.
With some of them, demons were practically hanging from
their fingertips. Witch doctors had spoken all kinds of curses,
partly to frighten people from coming to the meetings. Many
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of those witch doctors were satan worshipers. They were so
steeped in the occult that they actually possessed a certain
amount of evil power, just like Jannes and Jambres, the magi-
cians of Pharaoh who were able to duplicate some of Moses’
miracles with their magic arts.

I stood before those people and said, “Don’t you dare be
afraid of those witch doctors. Don’t you dare be afraid of
satan.” As [ began casting out evil spirits, hundreds of people
began to fall to the floor. Some were slain in the Spirit while
others had been put on the floor by the evil spirits in them.
Many of these who had given themselves over to evil, casting
evil spells having to do with animals, suddenly started acting
like those animals. Then the evil spirits shrieked and came out
of them.

When the native pastors and leaders saw this, they said to
me, “Brother Mahesh, we have never seen anything like this
before! You take such authority over these evil spirits, but all
the other preachers and missionaries who came before you
told us that Jesus did not do this kind of thing anymore. When
our people were sick and hurting, we did not know what to tell
them, so they would go to the witch doctors and get the spells
and witchcraft medicines to take. We are so glad you have
shown us that Jesus is alive, that He is the Lord, and that we
do not have to be afraid of these witch doctors any longer! If
only those missionaries who came 100 years ago had told us
the things you are telling us, our whole nation would have

turned to Jesus!”

There is total deliverance in Jesus. He is the truth, and
the truth makes us free.
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Household Salvation

‘ 8 ) hen Jesus died on the cross, He paid with His blood
the price of our salvation, our deliverance, and our
healing, both for ourselves as well as for our homes, our mar-
riages, and our children. Although each person must individu-
ally place his or her faith in Christ to be saved, we as parents
and family leaders can cover our homes and families under the
protective cloak of the blood of Jesus to create an atmosphere
conducive to faith that also restricts the enemy’s freedom to
work.

This principle of “household salvation” is illustrated in
the preparations the Israelites made for the first Passover and
their approaching departure from Egypt:

Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of
Egypt, saying, “This month shall be your beginning of months;
it shall be the first month of the year to you. Speak to all the
congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth day of this month
every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the
house of his father, a lamb for a household. And if the house-
hold is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to
his house take it according to the number of the persons,
according to each man’s need you shall make your count for
the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the
first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats.’

Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same
month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel
shall kill it at twilight. And they shall take some of the blood
and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses
where they eat it.” (Exodus 12:1-7).
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When God told Moses and Aaron, “This month shall be
your beginning of months,” He meant, “This is where every-
thing begins for you. Your life as a nation begins on this date,
when the Passover lamb is given.” This would be the most sig-
nificant event in their history, the day the Israelites were trans-
formed from slaves into the people of God.

On the tenth day of the month, the head of each home was
to “take for himself a lamb...a lamb for a household.” If one
family was too small for a whole lamb by itself, it could share
a lamb with the family next door. The point is that the blood
of one lamb was sufficient for everyone in the household.

That is what [ mean by “household salvation.” If you are
a child of God through faith in Jesus Christ, you have every
right to claim your husband, your wife, your children, your
grandchildren—anyone in your household—for covering
under Jesus’ blood. You can stand boldly before God and say,
“Lord, I’'m interceding for my children that none of them will
be lost, but each one washed in the blood of Jesus.” One lamb
covers an entire household; not one of your loved ones will be
missing.

This is something we need to claim by faith, even when
all visible evidence seems to point to the contrary. Jesus Christ
offers total deliverance, and we need to be faithful and claim
everyone in our household for Him in His name. Our God is
big enough to save our spouses, our children, our grandchil-
dren, our aunts and uncles, our brothers and sisters, our nieces,
nephews, and cousins—indeed, everyone in our families—and
renew them in the Spirit of God.

It doesn’t matter whether your children are physically
under your roof or not. They can be thousands of miles away
and you can still cover them. [ have seen instant deliverances

159



The Hidden Power of THE BLoop Of JEsuUs

of people halfway around the world in response to the cover-
ing and intercession of faithful family members.

One mother and father I remember asked me to pray for
their young adult daughter who had been in France for a cou-
ple of years. They had not spoken directly with her in months,
but had learned through other sources that she had gotten
involved in drugs and a generally unhealthy lifestyle. This was
a young woman who had been raised as a Christian, but had
gotten on the wrong track. Her parents and I prayed together.
Later they told me joyfully that two hours after our prayer,
they received a phone call from their daughter, who was in
tears and said she was ready to come home. She did return
home and was fully restored to her family and to the Lord.

Just as the blood of one lamb covered an Israelite house-
hold that first Passover night in Egypt, so the blood of the one
and only Lamb of God can cover us and all our households
today.

The lamb whose blood was to be spread on the lintels and
doorposts had to be “without blemish;” in other words, spot-
less and perfect with no flaws. Likewise, Jesus, the Lamb of
God, was spotless and without blemish. Even though He was
born as a human, His blood was not contaminated by the sin-
ful nature of mankind. As the Son of God, Jesus’ blood was
pure and sinless, and therefore powerful to cleanse our sin and
bring us salvation.

From Slavery to Royalty

( od also specified a specific manner in which the
Israelites were to eat the Passover lamb:

Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted
in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs
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they shall eat it. Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all
with water, but roasted in fire; its head with its legs
and its entrails. You shall let none of it remain until
morning, and what remains of it until morning you
shall burn with fire. And thus you shall eat it: with
a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and
your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste.
1t is the Lord’s Passover (Exodus 12:8-11).

The lamb had to be thoroughly roasted so that there was
no juice or blood. God had forbidden them to eat blood
because the life is in the blood. They were to eat the roasted
lamb with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Unleavened
bread, you remember, symbolized the absence of sin as well as
the haste of their departure from Egypt. They did not have
time to let the leaven rise before baking the bread, so they left
it out. Bitter herbs reminded them of the bitterness of their
days of slavery—days they were about to leave behind forev-
er. As such, the bitter herbs also served as a reminder of their

',’

testimony: “God delivered us; what a mighty God we have

A testimony is something we carry with us all the time.
It helps us remember where we came from. At first, we were
nothing, lost and bound in sin, but now we have been bought
with the blood of Jesus and brought near to God. Once we
were homeless outcasts, but now we are citizens of the king-
dom of God and members of His royal family, a company of
kings and priests. Remembering where we came from also
helps us remember what Jesus did for us.

When the Israelites sat down to eat the Passover meal,
they were to be dressed for travel on a moment’s notice. When
their deliverance came, it would come quickly. A belt around
the waist made it possible to tuck the hems of long robes out
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of the way of their legs so they could walk unhindered. This is
where the phrase “gird up your loins” comes from. Sandals,
apart from being a symbol of freedom since slaves most often
were barefoot, also were necessary for protecting their feet as
they walked long distances. A staff in hand meant they were
ready to step out the moment the word was given. It meant
they were on their way to the promised land.

Total Deliverance

L ooking at the Israelites’ situation before they left Egypt,
it would seem they had no hope in the natural. Egypt was
the largest and most powerful empire on earth at that time. Her
material wealth was almost beyond comprehension and her
army was second to none. No other kingdom in the area dared
to go up against Egypt. Israel standing up to the might of
Egypt was like Bangladesh facing off with the United States.
Their deliverance would have been beyond hopeless except
that God was on their side.

God said, “You have been slaves for 400 years, but [ am
going to deliver you. Overnight you are going to be free.”

Many of the Israelites probably wanted to ask, “How are
You going to do it, Lord? How are You going to free us from
four centuries of oppression? Our Egyptian masters have
owned us, robbed us, and worked us to death. Some of us have
been maimed in the quarry pits and on the construction sites.
They can do whatever they wish to us. Where is Your army,
Lord, that can defeat the army of Pharaoh? How will You
deliver us?”

God said, “You are moving out tonight, all of you.”

This was no small project. Counting women and chil-
dren, the Israelites probably numbered 3 or 4 million. Try to
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imagine what it would take to move 4 million people. I live in
Charlotte, North Carolina, a city of around 1 million. The exo-
dus was the equivalent of completely evacuating four cities the
size of Charlotte!

How would you carry out such a task? It’s not just the
able-bodied you would have to be concerned about. Out of the
4 million people in those cities, how many would be in the
hospitals? How many would be on dialysis? How many would
have heart conditions or respiratory illnesses? How many
amputees would there be? How many blind people would there
be? How many babies or elderly people would there be who
could not walk without assistance?

First of all, you would need thousands of ambulances,
thousands of doctors, and tens of thousands of nurses to take
care of the kidney patients, the liver patients, the cancer
patients, and so on. You would need 10,000 tractor trailers to
carry the food for four 4 million people, and another 10,000 to
cart the water.

Out of 4 million people living in slavery under harsh con-
ditions, the Israelites certainly must have had many aged,
maimed, infirm, and sick people, not to mention little children
who could not take care of themselves. Were these to be left
behind?

God said, “A!/l of you are leaving.”

The lamb’s blood smeared on the doorposts not only pre-
served the Israelites from death; it brought them fotal deliver -
ance. Psalm 105:37 says that when the Lord led the children of
Israel out of Egypt, there were “none feeble” among them. In
other words, God healed all their infirmities before they left!
Blindness, deafness, asthma, cancer, heart disease, missing
limbs, crippled feet—all were cured overnight! When the
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Israelites walked out of Egypt that night, they walked out
healed, whole, rich, and free—totally delivered!

For the Israelites, the lamb’s blood was a symbol. Today,
we have the real thing: the precious, priceless blood of Jesus
that can still bring total deliverance. He is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world. His blood changes and
transforms us, flowing as a life-giving river to renew and
refresh us after years of spiritual bondage and the yokes of
oppression and depression. It is time to exercise our faith and
let the power of His blood be loosed in us, in our families, and
in our churches. We are the bride of Christ, and through us the
healing and delivering blood of Jesus should flow to all the
nations. Let’s gird up our loins, put on our sandals and grab
our staff, because we’re headed for the promised land!

Joy, Glory, and Holiness

T otal deliverance in the Lamb brings us into entirely new
dimensions of understanding and intimacy with the
Father. Three specific benefits that arise are a greater abun-
dance of joy, a higher experience of glory, and a deeper growth
in holiness. Simon Peter addresses these three benefits in his
first letter:

That the genuineness of your faith, being much
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and
glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having
not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him,
yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and
full of glory” (1 Peter 1:7-8).

Inexpressible joy is joy that bubbles over, an overflowing
joy that cannot be described. Such joy is “full of glory.” Glory
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is found in the presence of the Lord, so the closer we get to God,
the closer we get to the glory, and the closer we get to the glory,
the more our joy increases. There is joy in the presence of the
Lord. People caught up in “religion” rarely know true joy.
There is no presence of God in empty religion. Without God’s
presence there is no glory, and without glory there is no joy.

Receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of
your souls. Of this salvation the prophets have
inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of
the grace that would come to you, searching what,
or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was
in them was indicating when He testified before-
hand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that
would follow (1 Peter 1:9-11).

Another source of our joy is the knowledge and assur-
ance that we have received “the salvation of our souls.” Jesus
accomplished this for us through His sufferings: the mocking,
the beating, the crown of thorns, and the cross. He endured
these things for the glories that He knew would follow, not
only for Him, but also for us as well. The Lord wants us to
enter the glory, and He has gone before us to open the way.

To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but
to us they were ministering the things which now
have been reported to you through those who have
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent
from heaven—things which angels desire to look
into (1 Peter 1:12).

There are some things that are so awesome and so full of
glory that even the angels do not comprehend. One of these is
the mystery of salvation. Since the angels have never been
lost, they have no concept of what it means to be saved. All the
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prophets from Moses to Malachi received tantalizing hints of
the glory that was to come through Jesus Christ. They did not
understand it much better than the angels, but they knew
something awesome was about to happen that would release
the glory of God on earth. We have the advantage over them in
that we have received the full revelation—Jesus Christ in all
His glory—which came to us by the preaching of the gospel in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the
former lusts, as in your ignorance, but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your con-
duct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy”
(1 Peter 1:13-16).

Peter says to “gird up the loins of your mind.” In other
words, “Get your act together!” We need to rest our hope fully
on God’s grace as revealed to us by Jesus. There is no other
hope we can rest on; it is the grace of God or nothing. The
Lord has called us to a life of holiness, which means being
obedient to His will and His Word, and turning away from the
“former lusts”—the things of the flesh and the devil—that
characterized our lives before we knew Christ.

Holiness is not an exercise of religion; it is an exercise of
the anointing. Some people hear the word “holy” and they
think, “Oh, that means women cannot wear pants or makeup,
and men have to keep their hair short.” No, that’s not holiness.
Holiness is a grace gift of the Spirit that enables us to say “no”
to unrighteousness, “no” to evil speaking, “no” to lust, “no” to the
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flesh, and “yes” to all the things that please God and charac-
terize His children. Holiness is the process of being sanctified,
in which we are set apart—made holy—for God’s purposes.

Nothing But the Blood

I n the end, God’s great purpose for us is that we be pure and
holy, a fit and proper bride for His Son.

And if you call on the Father, who without partiali-
ty judges according to each one’s work, conduct
yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in
fear; knowing that you were not redeemed with cor-
ruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aim-
less conduct received by tradition from your fathers,
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:17-19).

We have been redeemed by nothing less than the precious
blood of Jesus. Nothing less would have been sufficient. He is
the Lamb of God without spot or blemish, slain before the
foundation of the world. That which the Israelites partook of
symbolically, we partake of in reality. Jesus shed His precious
blood for you us so that we can rest today secure in the grace
of God.

We cannot rest on our works or on our goodness. Only
one thing can redeem our souls from sin; only one thing can
silence the devil’s accusations and turn away his attacks: the
blood of Jesus. Nothing else will do. This old gospel hymn
sums it up well:

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the
blood of Jesus;

What can make me whole again? Nothing but the
blood of Jesus.
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For my pardon this I see, Nothing but the blood
of Jesus;

For my cleansing, this my plea, Nothing but the
blood of Jesus.

Nothing can for sin atone, Nothing but the blood
of Jesus;

Naught of good that I have done, Nothing but the
blood of Jesus.

This is all my hope and peace, Nothing but the
blood of Jesus;

This is all my righteousness, Nothing but the blood
of Jesus.

Oh! Precious is the flow, That makes me white

as snow;

No other fount I know, Nothing but the blood

of Jesus.

The precious blood of Jesus, poured out on Calvary is
what we are resting on today. Through the eternal ages in
heaven we will see a Lamb as freshly slain standing at the
right hand of the Father, slain before the foundation of the
world, yet always freshly slain. That Lamb is Jesus Christ of
Nazareth.

The Power of the Blood Covering

There is life, power, protection, and total deliverance in
the blood of the Lamb. His blood is sufficient to save
our souls and heal every disease or infirmity. When His blood
covers us, we are completely safe.

1. There is protection under the covering of the blood.
“Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over
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you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you
when [ strike the land of Egypt” (Exodus 12:13).

There is salvation under the covering of the blood. “And
He said to them, ‘This is My blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for many’ ” (Mark 14:24). “Nor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12).

There is healing under the covering of the blood. “But He
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon
Him, and by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

There is provision under the covering of the blood. “He
also brought them out with silver and gold” (Psalm
105:37a).

There is /ife under the covering of the blood. “And there
was none feeble among His tribes” (Psalm 105:37b). “I
have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10b).

There is forgiveness under the covering of the blood.
“And according to the law almost all things are purified
with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no
remission” (Hebrews 9:22).

There is cleansing under the covering of the blood. “But
if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fel-
lowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

There is redemption under the covering of the blood. “In
Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
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of sins, according to the riches of His grace” (Ephesians
1:7).

There is justification under the covering of the blood.
“Much more then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him”
(Romans 5:9).

There is sanctification under the covering of the blood.
“Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people
with His own blood, suffered outside the gate” (Hebrews
13:12).

There is peace under the covering of the blood. “For it
pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should
dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by
Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having

made peace through the blood of His cross” (Colossians
1:19-20).

There is washing in the blood. “And from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the
ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us
and washed us from our sins in His own blood” (Revela-
tion 1:5).

There is overcoming power in the blood. “And they over-
came him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the
death” (Revelation 12:11).

There is speaking power in the blood, crying out for
mercy, grace and blessing on our behalf. “To Jesus the
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprin-
kling that speaks better things than that of Abel”
(Hebrews 12:24).
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15. There is accessing ability in the blood, allowing us into the
presence of God. “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to
enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19).
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C}mpter Ten

Victory THROUGH

THE PAssovER LawmB

‘ x 7 hen Jesus of Nazareth appeared on the scene, walking
the hills of Galilee, preaching, teaching, and healing

in the towns and villages along the Sea of Galilee and in
Judea, He was the fulfillment of centuries of prophetic antici-
pation. Every prophetic book in the Old Testament contains
prophetic references to Jesus, either symbolically or directly.

Even though he appears in the New Testament, John the
Baptist was the last in this Old Testament prophetic tradition.
John’s powerful preaching and unusual lifestyle drew a lot of
attention because the Jews had not seen or heard a true
prophet in 400 years. Even the Jewish religious leaders in
Jerusalem were curious enough about John to send priests and
Levites to find out who he was. John quoted Isaiah when he
said, “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness: make
straight the way of the Lord” (John 1:23). By his own testi-
mony, John was a messenger, a forerunner to announce the
coming of the Messiah.

John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water,
but there stands One among you whom you do not
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know. It is He who, coming after me, is preferred
before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to
loose.” These things were done in Bethabara beyond
the Jordan, where John was baptizing. The next day
John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world!” (John 1:26-29).

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world.” How we need to let the truth of that statement pene-
trate deep into our spirit! Jesus Christ is our Passover Lamb,
and by His sacrifice—by the pouring out of His blood—the
sins of the world are taken away. That means there is no one
on earth who cannot receive the blessing of having their sins
forgiven through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no
family on earth that Jesus did not come to bless and release

from every oppression and to set every captive free. He is the
Lamb of God!

Hold the Word Dear

I will never forget the time when Bonnie and I flew into an
area of Zaire called Kikwit, which was one of the major
locations of the Ebola virus outbreakout. It was deep in the
interior of the country, part of the region author Joseph Con-
rad called “the heart of darkness.” The Mission Aviation Fel-
lowship flew us there over hundreds of miles of African
terrain. As we looked down, we saw thousands of people, like
ants, walking toward the same place we were going.

After we landed, I asked one of the local pastors, “What
is happening here? Where are all these people going? Is there
some big football game or government event taking place?”

He replied, “They are all coming to your meeting.”
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People came who had walked for seven days through the
African bush, three of those days without food, just so they
could hear the word of the Lord. How many of us would walk
for days and hundreds of miles, enduring hunger and thirst and
burning heat, just to get one little word of strength, comfort,
and release?

It is impossible for us to overestimate the importance of
holding dear the Word of God. People’s eternal welfare may
depend on how we handle the Bible and the gospel message.
That first night in Kikwit, my message was very simple: I held
up Jesus Christ to them. The theme of my message was,
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the
whole world.”

On that first night, over 50,000 people attended, and the
numbers grew from there. In the middle of my preaching, a
young boy began walking up the center aisle. By the time he
got half way, the whole crowd was murmuring, and then they
began to cheer. Puzzled, I asked one of the local leaders, “Why
are they doing that?” It turned out that this boy, about nine
years old, had been crippled from birth. The whole town knew
about him because he was well known as a beggar for alms.
Now this great crowd, who had known this boy all his life and
knew that in all that time he had never walked, saw him walk-
ing as if he had been doing it for years!

This young boy was able to behold the Lamb of God. He
connected with the One who is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. When he came under the power of the blood of the
Lamb, he was healed instantly and began walking for the first
time in his life. By faith, that young boy connected with the
Lamb of God and received his healing.
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People in this remote region had never seen television.
They barely even had electricity. That did not matter. God’s
healing and saving power are just as real and just as potent in
the deepest and darkest parts of the Zaire Congo as in the
modern, brightly-lit, and high-tech cities of the United States.

Each of us as believers has a calling from the Lord to
exercise our faith for the covering of our families, our loved
ones, our neighbors, and the world. We need to intercede for
revival to come to America. We need to intercede for revival to
come to Russia. We need to intercede for the people of Saudi
Arabia and Indonesia and Iraq and Iran and Afghanistan to be
saved. We need to intercede for India and Pakistan and Egypt
and Israel and Palestine to come to know the Lord. Wherever
we are, we can exercise our faith. May the nations behold the
Lamb of God and believe. Jesus is the Passover Lamb. How
desperately we need in this hour to receive His Word afresh
and hold it dear. God’s Word is eternal, yet ever new and fresh.
It never goes out of style or becomes passé. He always has a
new word for us if we will only listen.

We Know the End of the Story

‘ x 7 e are engaged in a great spiritual battle between good
and evil, between the principalities and powers of

darkness and the Lord of the ages. The enemy marshals human
resources to carry out his schemes against God and His peo-
ple. No matter how fiercely the conflict rages, we already
know the end of the story: as children of the Lord, we are on
the winning side. Nevertheless, our foe is formidable, and he
would like nothing better than to make us believe that our
fight is hopeless. One of his most popular tactics is to try to
discourage us to the point of quitting by using intimidation,
fear, or shock.
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Few scenes I have witnessed in recent years have moved
me as much as watching film footage from Ground Zero as
bodies were exhumed from the debris of the World Trade Cen-
ter. Months after the attack, rescuers were still pulling out the
bodies of the brave police officers and firefighters, both men
and women, who gave their lives helping others escape the
burning towers.

Evil touched America on September 11, 2001 in a way as
never before. Demonic evil took tangible shape in the form of
fanatic extremists who hijacked passenger airliners and
crashed them into those towers, as well as into the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C., in the maniacal desire to wantonly kill
thousands of Americans. In reality, those terrorists and the
ones who sponsored them declared war on the world, because
citizens of many nations, not just America, were victims of
that attack.

I was particularly touched by the film documentary made
by two French brothers who happened to be on the scene that
day and filmed what went on inside the World Trade Center.
There were firefighters waiting on the ground floor of one of
the towers, ready to go up. While people who worked in the
tower rushed downstairs in a flood trying to escape, these res-
olute professionals were on their way up to help those who
could not get down. Providing a horrifying backdrop to these
scenes in the documentary were the sounds of human bodies
impacting the ground as people trapped on the upper stories
jumped to escape the flames.

The faces of those firefighters—men and women—were
set and determined. They were going up when everyone else
was running down. You could tell by their faces that most of
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them knew they were going to die, but they were going up any-
way. They were true heroes.

Their resolve in the face of certain death reminded me of
Jesus, who resolutely set His face like flint to go to Jerusalem
and die. He was the greatest hero of all who, as our Passover
Lamb, willingly went into the jaws of death and hell for you
and me. “Greater love has no one than this,” Jesus said, “than
to lay down one’s life for his friends” (John 15:13). Jesus
Christ is our greatest friend. He rode into Jerusalem on a don-
key, gave Himself up to the horror of the cross, and endured
the even deeper horror of becoming sin on our behalf. When
He died, sin’s power and hold on us died with Him. Three days
later, He rose from the dead in triumph. At the end of the day,
He won the victory. Because Jesus gave Himself totally to
death for us, we can experience total victory through Him, our
Passover Lamb.

Seeing Jesus in the Passover

—D very Palm Sunday we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry

A4 into Jerusalem. Hailed by the crowd, He would die on the
cross less than a week later, at Passover. By God’s plan, Jesus
was the final and ultimate Passover Lamb.

The message of the gospel and the progression of God’s
redemptive plan are revealed symbolically in the feasts of
Israel. Passover is the first of the three feast seasons in the
Jewish calendar. As a memorial to the Jews of their deliver-
ance from slavery in Egypt, Passover is always celebrated on
the 14th day of the month of Nisan, which corresponds to
March-April on the Julian calendar. This is the time of the bar-
ley harvest. The most important of all the Jewish festivals,
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Passover represents God’s first encounter with His covenant
people.

The Passover festival season has three parts: Passover,
Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits. Jesus celebrated Passover,
and then went to Calvary, where He was crucified. His death
is symbolized in the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Firstfruits
symbolizes His resurrection, with the promise of future resur -
rection for all who believe in Him. “But now Christ is risen
from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20).

Fifty days after Firstfruits is Pentecost, during the wheat
harvest in the month of Sivan (May-June), which commemo-
rates the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai. The Holy Spirit
descended on Pentecost, and a great harvest of souls ensued.

After Pentecost, in the month of Tishri (September-
October), is the Feast of Tabernacles. This feast is divided into
Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and Tabernacles. These
symbolize, respectively, the defeat of the enemy, the purifying
of the bride of Christ, and the second coming of Yeshua Ha
Maschia, the King of Glory.

During the Passover season, the head of each household
chose the lamb for the Passover on the 10th day of the month.
At twilight on the 14th day of the month, the lamb was slaugh-
tered. This allowed five days to ensure that the lamb chosen was
without blemish. On Palm Sunday, Jesus came into Jerusalem,
was “examined” by the priests and other leaders, and found to
have no fault or blemish. On the fifth day after, He was nailed
to a cross and slain. That which the yearly Passover lamb fore-
shadowed in symbol, Jesus fulfilled in reality.
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Understanding the ritual of Passover helps us understand
major truths regarding what Jesus did for us and for all the
world when He died on the cross. When the Passover lamb was
slaughtered, its blood was caught in a basin at the foot of the
doorstep. Then, with a branch of hyssop, the blood was
brushed on both sides of the doorpost and on the lintel above.
This was done at twilight on the 14th day of Nisan. The
Hebrew day was measured from sunset to sunset, which means
that at this time of the year, their day began around 6:00 p.m.
They would kill the lamb at 3:00, cook it, and then spread the
blood on the doorposts and lintel. At 6:00 the family would
enter the house through the bloodstained door, where they
would be protected from the plague of death. There they would
share together the meal that symbolized their deliverance.

There were precise instructions for preparing the lamb.
First of all, it had to be roasted thoroughly. Second, it had to
be completely consumed. Nothing could be left over for the
next day. Third, not one bone of the lamb was to be broken.
Finally, the lamb was to be placed on a wooden spit shaped
like a cross so that its body could be spread open.

On that first Passover night, as the Israelites ate their
meal, the death angel swept through the land of Egypt. As he
passed from door to door, he sought to enter every household.
If the entrance was covered by blood, the angel of death could
not enter, but had to pass over that house. That is why this
feast is called the Passover. The angel of death passed over the
houses that were covered by the blood of the lamb. The blood
was a seal that protected the people inside. Judgment came on
any house not covered by the blood, and the firstborn of that
household died.
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This was the Lord’s Passover. The Lord used the blood of
the lamb to save His people from death. That blood made atone-
ment for the sins of that household. Everyone was covered—not
just the father and mother, but the children and any others who
were part of the household.

In a like manner, Jesus, the Lamb of God, was stretched
open on cross-shaped wood. In death He was consumed com-
pletely, but none of His bones were broken. His blood made
atonement for all who enter His “house” through faith. All
who are thus covered by His blood are protected from the
judgment of death.

Over the years, the annual Passover celebration became a
time of great joy, praise, and adoration in the worship of God.
For the Jews it represented deliverance from oppression.
Every curse was broken: the curse of slavery, the curse of
poverty, and the curse of disease and affliction. During the
time of the Temple, the Levites would lead the people in
singing the psalms of David, particularly Psalms 113 through
118. The Levites would sing one line of the psalm, and the
people would sing the next line. Often, their singing was
accompanied by musical instruments such as trumpets, harps,
flutes, tambourines, and cymbals.

Psalm 118:24 says, “This is the day the Lord has made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.” This is talking about
Passover. For us, the blood of Jesus applies every day, so every
day we can say, “This is the day the Lord has made; we will
rejoice and be glad in it.”

Although the lambs slain on Passover symbolized the
covering of sin, lamb’s blood had no power to actually take sin
away. God sent prophets to His people to reveal to them that a
future day was coming when the Lord Himself would provide
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an offering, a perfect human Lamb without spot or blemish,
who would deal once and for all with the problems of sin and
death.

Man of Sorrows

N o Old Testament prophet speaks more eloquently about
the Lamb of God than does Isaiah. The 53rd chapter of
Isaiah is one of the most beautiful and moving passages in all
of Scripture. It is classic. Years ago I laid hold of this chapter
as my ministry with the mentally handicapped began. Read it
carefully, meditate on it prayerfully, and it will help you con-
nect with the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Lamb of God who
died but rose again.

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the
arm of the Lord been revealed? For He shall grow
up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out
of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness, and
when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should
desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a
Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief- And we
hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflict-

ed. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for
our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray, we have
turned, every one, to his own way, And the Lord has
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed
and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth;

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
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sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not

His mouth. He was taken from prison and from

Jjudgment, and who will declare His generation? For

He was cut off from the land of the living; for the

transgressions of My people He was stricken (Isaiah

53:1-8).

Jesus was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for
our iniquities. It is by His stripes that we are healed physical-
ly, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. His healing is for us
as well as for our children. It depends on faith, not feelings.
We could be really upbeat today and down in the dumps
tomorrow. That does not matter. Our healing is based on the
living Word of God. Heaven and earth may pass away, but
God’s Word will stand forever, and we can stand on that.

Breaking the Curse

I I ealing the sick and casting out demons were regular fea-
tures of Jesus’ earthly ministry, confirming signs that
attested to the truth of His message and revealed who He was.

When evening had come, they brought to Him many
who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the
spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick,
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah
the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our infirmi -
ties and bore our sicknesses” (Matthew 8:16-17).

Jesus was doing just what Isaiah had described propheti-
cally centuries earlier. Verse 17 says, “That it might be ful-
filled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet.” This is why
the Book of Isaiah is often referred to as “the gospel accord-
ing to Isaiah.” Jesus Himself “took our infirmities and bore
our sicknesses.” Simon Peter says just about the same thing:
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“Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that
we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by
whose stripes you were healed” (1 Peter 2:24).

Because our Passover Lamb went to Calvary, something
awesome is happening that is shattering principalities and
powers and setting free every family on earth. It happened
2,000 years ago and it is happening today, right now. Today we
are being set free because Jesus, right now, is taking our sins
and our sicknesses 2,000 years ago. How is this possible?
Because He is the eternal Lamb of God. How this can be is
one of God’s great mysteries. How can He take our sins away?
He is doing it right now, 2,000 years ago. This was an eternal
moment. God did it, and right now we can connect and see our
children healed. Right now we can connect and experience
healing and deliverance from all oppression.

Jesus wore that crown of thorns so we could be set free.
He endured the beatings and the flogging so we could be
healed. He suffered the agony of those nails so our sins could
be forgiven. He bore our sickness so He could give us perfect
wholeness. When we plug into what Jesus did for us with His
blood, we can see every curse broken.

Plug into what the Lord has done for you. Make the con-
nection and make it personal: “Christ is redeeming me. He is
redeeming my children. The devil has no jurisdiction over my
kids. The curse is broken in my life and in my family.” Exer-
cise your faith. The more you release your faith in what Jesus
did for you, the more His blood will avail for you and yours in
everyday living.

D—Day and V-D Day

One of my favorite movies is The Longest Day, based on
the book by Cornelius Ryan. It is an epic portrayal of

184



Victory THROUGH THE Passover Lams

the Allied invasion of Europe on June 6, 1944, a day known in
history as D—Day. It was a day that changed history, a day
that made the defeat of Nazi Germany inevitable. Although
fighting continued for nearly a year after, the die was cast.
Germany was doomed.

A lot was riding on the invasion. The Germans knew that
if they could prevent the Allies from getting a foothold on the
beaches, they could throw back the invasion and continue to
control Europe. After Europe would come the world. For the
Allies, failure to win the day on the beaches of Normandy
would be a disastrous setback. It would take many months
before another such attack could be attempted. The war would
continue indefinitely, and many more lives would be lost.

Fortunately, the Allies prevailed. They established a
foothold in France and from there began an advance that cul-
minated almost a year later with the collapse and surrender of
Germany in May of 1945. That day of victory became known
as V-E-Day, Victory in Europe Day. Three months later, V-J-
Day was born when Japan surrendered to the Allies. Had there
not been D—Day, there would have been no V-E-Day. The
invasion had to come in order to engage the enemy on his own
territory, roll back his advances, and liberate the oppressed
peoples of Europe.

D—Day determined V-Day. For us, Easter, or Resurrec-
tion Sunday, is V-Day, the day Jesus won the final victory over
the enemy, satan. D—Day was the birth of Jesus, when the Son
of God invaded the earth to fight satan on his own soil, turn
back his advances, and liberate all the people he held in
bondage.

The invasion has come. Victory is assured. For us, there
is mainly just “mopping up” to do. It’s all over for the powers
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of darkness. Evil has been forever defeated by the King of
Glory, the Lamb of God. Because of D—Day 2,000 years ago,
we have victory today. Jesus is the Passover Lamb who gave
His life for our release. His blood was spilled, and satan was
doomed. There is power in the blood of Jesus, wonder-working
power. One drop of Jesus’ blood is all it takes to destroy the
kingdom of satan and all his works.

Hosanna in the Highest!

On His way to Jerusalem for the final time, Jesus stopped
in the village of Bethany. This was about six days
before His crucifixion. The next day, Sunday, He entered
Jerusalem to great acclaim from the common people.

And a very great multitude spread their clothes on
the road, others cut down branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. Then the multitudes
who went before and those who followed cried out,
saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is

He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in
the highest!” (Matthew 21:8-9).

For five days the people examined the Lamb and found
Him perfect in every way. As Jesus entered the city, the people
greeted Him with cries of “Hosanna!” This word is a direct
transliteration from the Hebrew and literally means “Please
save.” It is a cry to God for help: “Save me!”

I remember when I was growing up in Africa, there was
a man who “taught” swimming. Since there were no swim-
ming pools where we were, we went out into the ocean to learn
to swim. There was an old harbor where sharks were known to
frequent. A swimming “lesson” consisted of having a rope tied
around your waist and being thrown into the water. That’s what
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happened to me. I had a rope tied around my waist, and [ was
thrown into the water.

Well, my body thinks it is made of iron, and it reacted to
the water the way iron would. I went straight down. In my life
I have had many near-death experiences. This was one of
them. I came up gasping for air crying, “Save me, save me.”
The instructor ignored me. He simply said, “Swim, swim.” I
wasn’t about to listen to him. He was holding onto the rope. I
pulled on the rope. He fell into the ocean.

b

My desperate cry of “Save me, save me,” catches the
spirit of the original meaning of “hosanna.” The people called
out “Hosanna!” “Lord, please save!” That cry was followed
immediately by “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!” They cried out and the Lord answered. They said,
“Save me!” and He was there.

Gradually through the years, the word “hosanna” came to
mean not just “save me,” but “salvation” itself. The idea was
that God responds so quickly to our cries to be saved that the
cry for salvation and the act of salvation almost seem to
become one. By the time the people of Jerusalem welcomed
Jesus on that Palm Sunday, their cry of “Hosanna!” meant
“Salvation is coming,” or “Salvation is here.” How right they
were. God the Father sent salvation in the person of Jesus
Christ, His Son.

Jesus was crucified on the 14th day of Nisan. There were
probably a quarter of a million people in Jerusalem that week
to celebrate Passover, so there could easily have been 150,000
to 200,000 people who cried “Hosanna,” as Jesus entered the
city. It was like the most anointed ticker-tape parade ever, bet-
ter even than when the New York Yankees got a ticker-tape
parade for winning the World Series, or when General Douglas
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MacArthur came home. It was better than the parade for the
rescued Apollo 13 astronauts, or the V-E-Day and V-J-Day
celebrations.

It’s Friday, but Sunday’s Coming

P alm Sunday, 30 A.D., was the greatest parade in history.
The King of Glory came to Jerusalem. Five days later, He
offered Himself up completely as the Lamb of God whose
blood took away the penalty of our sin. Paul wrote in Eph-
esians 2:13, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” On the
cross, Jesus took every sin, every curse, and every sickness
upon Himself. As Isaiah prophesied and Matthew echoed, “by
His stripes we are healed.”

If you want to have an increase in the Spirit’s anointing
for your ministry, healing, and deliverance, connect with the
Word of God. Fast over these Scriptures and others, and pray
over them until they sink into your spirit and you become one
with them. Until the Holy Spirit connects you with the Word
of God, it just sits there. Lay hold of God’s Word and make it
yours.

The blood of Jesus given to redeem us from sin is the theme
of the Bible. Most of us have no idea of the depth and magnitude
of the power of the blood of Jesus. There is life in His blood.
There is healing and wholeness in His blood. There is power in
His blood to break every curse and release every captive.

On Friday, the 14th day of Nisan, 30 A.D., at 3:00 in the
afternoon, the time of the slaying of the Passover lamb, Jesus
died. It was a dark time. The Son of God was dead and buried.
His followers scattered in shock and fear. It appeared as
though evil had triumphed.
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Appearances can be deceiving. God was not finished yet. As
the old black preacher said, “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming!”

I don’t care what you are going through today. Maybe the
devil has attacked you physically, but don’t worry. It’s Friday,
but Sunday’s coming. He may be attacking your home or your
marriage. Don’t despair: It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming. The
devil may have stolen your health or your finances. Hang in
there: It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming. You may be discour-
aged, hurting, and depressed with dark shadows overwhelming
you. Don’t give up: It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming.

Sunday brings resurrection, restoration, healing, and
deliverance. Behold the risen King! Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world! Behold the Lamb of God
whose blood avails for you and your house! Behold the blood of
Jesus, powerful enough to destroy satan’s kingdom, break every
bondage, and remove every curse! Behold the precious blood
of Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb, that gives us the victory!
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